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PREFACE. 






;![ The Author of the foUow- 

^ ing pages, having been encouraged 
^to offer them to the Public, thinks 
it necessary to preface his perfor- 
mance with observing, that as it was 
^ originally undertaken solely with an 
intention of affording some amuse- 
ment for the leisure hours of a 
Friend, he feels a considerable de- 
gree of embarrassment in exposing 
it to the public eye. 
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It was first comprised in a series 
of Letters; the bulk of which would 
have swelled the Volume to a large 
size ; and many of the remarks and 
allusions, contained in them, being 
designed only for private perusal, 
would hiave been altogether unin- 
teresting to the generality of Read- 
ers: it has, therefore, been found 
expedient to suppress a considerable 
part, and to put the remainder into 
a different dress, in which, it i« noW 
very respectfully presented. 



-i-^P^. 



■ ■. .^11. ■ n> . |^ » M . m ■■ >T . * T "i 



=?fasa?s=S55a 



CONTENTS. 



CHAP. I, Page i. 

^N Esiay 4m Descriptive Writing -^ £loftence 
•"•! Learning -^WiU 

m 

L 

^orichtUtr Castle — Fareham ■— 1S,oc1ie^owt -^ 
F^ileiUw*— /(>r«/ g/" Bear-^Bothy — Town- 
/fi// — ^<7t^A Stcnfiham^^Prosfiects — Belk- 

CHAP. nL??-^wi5. 

7he Polygo%*^Southnmpi(m'-T.thc npv Church ^m 
BathS'^Fdrtififotions rmVisitors. 



(vi) 

CHAP. IV.. — -SI. 

liOrd Moira's Camp' — Stoneham Park-^VicmS'-s^ 
Catherine Hill-r^River-Itchen — 5^ Cross "^ 
Hospitctlf. 

CHAP. V. -26. 

Winchester — Wohesey Castle — the College -^ the 
Cathedral rr^ Ravages of civil War — County 
Hall — King*s House — Queen Emma—^Anti^ 
' quities. 

CHAP- VL 47. 

Jffursley "^Rumsey — Ringwood'^^Fordingbridge -r^. 

» .- ■ 

J)ownton*^Brit/ord"HousL 

CHAP. yn..~^55. 

" •JSalishury — the Bishop's Palace — Cathedral — • 
Anecdote --^the Council House^^^O Id SaruM'^ 
Return to Ringwood^ 

CHAP. VIIL — 72. 

*i ■ ■ ^ 



( vii ) 

Churek'-^CuJfhels'-^Brockenhurst'^^Vicw 6/th% 
Jsle of Wight — Lymington* 

CHAP, IX,-. — 87. 

Ringwooi — Wimborne'-^theChunhr^Monuments^^ 
Mcrley-^the library, 

CHAP. X. — J- 10a. 

Kingston 'Hall -— Badhury Rijigs — KeyHsion --ik 
Bland/ord Fprum-^BryanstoneTPark. 

CHAP. XI. ^110. 

Milton Abhey -^Gothic Ilall — Pictures — Chapel 
— Village $f Milton — Child-Ock/ord — Stour^ 
^inster'.Ncwton — Stock House^ 

CHAP. Xn,- — •125- 

Sherborne Castle — Gallant Defence — Town of 

Sherborne-^Church'^Monuments--^tnscriftims.^ 

*. 

XHAP. XIII. 131. 



( viii ) 

Jjr4tUhHymH,-Cr€mt€rn'^Bint0h SL G^rge^^ 
. Prosptcis^— Chard. 

CHAP. XIV.— ^142. 

VixminsUr'^the Church-^Harpet Manufactory ^-^ 
Remarkable Inscription -— Kiherton -^ ShtUer^ 
ffOMSt-^ Hofiiton — Escott — • Crooks. 

CHAF. XV. -^—152. 

Jitter -wCastk-r^Catiedral—LHrary. 

CHAP. XVI.- -16a. 

Moad to QakifrnptflJir-Chiriton-CrosS'-rSoui^'iZeaf 
p—StucU-PtKh. . 

CHAP, XVH.-— ^. 

CHAP. XVIII. 179. 

■J)art-Mdor-^'Lydfar4 CastU-^XSaseadt^i^RoelS'-m 



(ix) 

CHAP. XIX.*. .183- 

Tavistock Abbey — Road io Plymputh'^SiokefDa^ 
Tnarel-m—Dockf 

CHAR XX. -.--193. 

The Dock Yard^^Blacksmith's Forge — Rept ffous0 
-^Ordnance Wharf -^Powder Magazine^ 

CHAP. XXI. ■^-—200. 

SaUash — Anecdote-^St. Stephen's Ckurch^^Phtlgm 
ing"*^ Church Yard^'^Trematon Caitle. 

CHAP. XXn. — 208, 

Jitiurn to Docl — Plymouth -^ MilUPrison -^ ihe 
Htrngh^^Mtm-Stont^-^the Citadel — Stonehemse 
-^ Naval Hospital -^Marine B arracks ^^^Gi^ 
ternmeiU House. . 

CHAP. XXHL.^ 218. 

tTrimble'ferry'-^Mount'fEdgciJmhe — the Garden *-- 
battery — Monumcnt^^Views-^Dule de Medina 



Sidonia — Grotto — Maker •— Telegraph -*- ^A^ 
Church -^Inscriptions. 

. CHAP. XXIV. — 226. 

Cawsand -^ Smugglers "^ Sharrozo^PastUres "-^Sem 
Prospects -^ Gro«o -^ Sun-setting. 

CHAP. XXy.- ^^236. 

i^o^ti to £a5/ Zoof — Bridge- — Adventure — Bocon^ 
nock-House — Stormy Night ^^ Cornish Hospi-* 
tality — 5^, Austle — Excellent Inn. 

CHAP. XXVL— ^250. 

The Mines — the Happy Union-^Peat^^the great 
Min&M Pohooth. 



'"O^ 



CHAP. XXVII. r— 255. 

Dreary Country^SU Utrvan^Beacon-^Rock-'RAck 
Bodmin, 



C H A P. XXVill. 273; 

Landedric- — Gossmoor—Leslard—'St. Neot's-^the 
SurUrs. 

CHAP. XXIX. 279. 

St. Germatns-^the Cathedral'— Names of the old 
Prelates --^Hospitality M Port Eliot — Pictures 
^^Anecdote 0/ Reynolds and Rimbrani. 

CHAP. XXX. 290, 

Voyage to the Eddistone. 

CHAP. XXXL 296- 

Sail up the Tamar — Gothele Mansion-^Antifuiiies, 

CHAP. XXXn. -3074 

Hengesdown — ' Historical Anecdote — Maristow — 

Buckland-Monachorum Lord 'Heathfield's 

Monument --^Curiosities at Buc'kland Abiey -^ 
British Security, 



GttAP. XXXIII.- 3tf. 

JBioad to Saliram -*-* House — Gardens -^ Remark -^ 
Dairy House — Ivy^Bridge^^tKe Churth-'^ 
Evening Walk, and Sun^setting. 

CHAP. :JCXX1V._329. 

iPlymton'^thc C^stU^^Totnes^^ik^ Churcb^^View 
from the Inn* 

CHAP- XXXV 7-334. ' 

Walk to Bury^Pomeroy-^Description'-^ReJlections 

Jlall^Down -^Exeter — 'A xminster* 

CHAP. 2^X5^^!.-...^ 544. 

<SiiiBirmewtk ^^^€itnmi Pismmcwn--^ PyHtts fr* 
^ridfotn^^^^^^i^irrtmirmfr^Muidon-C^ -~- 
P-omdury^ . ' 



(xiii) 

CHAP. XXXVII 351; 

Dorchester-^Bland/ord^^Road to Sarwm^-^WodenH 
Dyke — Tumuli — Pass through Salisbury ^^ 
Andovtr*^ Basingstoke — Road to London^^ 
Summer Retreats of, the Citizens. 

CONCLUSION. ---.36s; 



w9RSbi( 



A JOU«.NEY, 



CHAP. L 



An Essay en destfnptive writing --^^ Eloquence 
Learning -^WiU 



One of the principal designs of de- 
striptive writings seems to be — to paint scenes at 
the moment of their occurrence; which make more 
impression then, are consequently tnorie eajpable of 
exciting useful ideas,' and of improving the mind^ 
than the faint recollection retained of them, after 
a long interval of time. Allow me also to say^ 
that the custom of committing our thoughts to pa^^ 

A 
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per has many real advantagesj which are not vefy 
obvious on superficial consideration; one of these 
is, that it teaches us to inspect the objects which 
present themselves to 'us] ii^ore nearly and accu- 
rately, and of course, fixes their remembrance in 
the mind more firmly : ind this will not be denied, 
when you reflect for a moment, that painters and 
persons who are skilled in drawing do, from mere 
habit, acquire a much nicer discernment of all the 
parts in a picture or a prospect, than others who 
are unaccustomed to view them for purposes which 
;require so much attention. It may he argued, that 
very little use can be made of the narrative of 
common occurrences which happen on a journey, 
and . that a description of a country every day 
travelled over, and frequently noticed in print, 
cannot afford much amusement or be very enter* 
taining; but the peculiar taste and studies of men 
are so widely different, and their manner of relat- 
ing particulars 50 dissimilar, that I believe there are 
very few topographical histories entirely destitute 
of information, or from whence no useful hints can 
be drawn. One shrinks from the bar of Criticism, 
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4hd witholds his sentiments even from the pirivati 
circle of his friends, because he feairs the forc6 oif 
ridicule, or dreads the ita^utalibn of forwardness 
and assurance ; and another rests satisfied with thci 
result of his own inquiries, and secludes froiA 
Ae world the intelligferide he has obtained, be- 
tause he thiiiks sonie mail better qualified t6 iti^ 
fonn or instruct has ttbdderi the same path before 
him. But neither the one consideration nor the 
Odier should restrain thistt social impulse which na- 
turally stimulates Us to communicate x.6 each other 
such information as toky Be conducive t6 our mu- 
tual improvement and advantage J for the shafts 
of ridicule catt only be directed by the hand of 
ill-breeding and ill-iuitdre, wheti the motives of 4 
lA^riter are laudable: and Purely it is the strongest 
mark of Ian indolent disposition, tb rfely implicitly 
upon the destrijptions of others, without taking the 
trouble of investigating theit opiriiohs by the fair 
criterion of actual examination. For rtiy own plrt^ 
t usually fihd places and clitumstances so different 
from what they have been represented in print, that 
I am* always' desirous to inspect as carefully those 

Aa 
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which have been already described^ as those which 
tnay haye bjsen altogether ujxnoticed before* The 
4escripjtiQ^s §iyen U3 by some Authors have b^en 
jaundiced by dissatisfaction and peevishness; t^ic 
^o^oviring of otJhers has beei^ falsely heightened, 
until the. true and original outlines of tl^e picture, 
cani>ot be traced without difficulty: in shortj^^mea 
axe so apt to represent things according to tb^ix 
owp fwcy, and tp tipge their drawings in the nnaxi- 
npjt; i^ipjst plea,sing to the eyp, though pften very> 
4is^ini jl§r tp, the tc9^ objects th^y ^hquld t^pceseiKty 
tljat thj?j( may. truly b? said mojre frequently to de- 
scribe what they wi^h, thjtn; Ayhat they s^e, ; The 
Eloqi^eiit, eyer fond pf dep^a^^tiop, ^re studipu^ 
ifor opportunities, of Munchingi forth in poijgppjiig 
and labqured description, TheXeamed inyolv^^ 
themsi^l ves and , t^eix readers in , p^rple^^ing. discus- 
^pns, which ^rcj frequently,^ ?!?i^ber interestirjg^.to^ 
themselves nor entertaining to. th^, world, / TThq 
Wit (if ever he condescends to write at ^y.) crifi- 
cises and quibbles uj)pii the opinions of oxhep,. and 
after pretendii|45 to detect th^ir errors or Uieir i^i^: 
pidity, leaves you,in full possession of his own*. 
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But if thes6 three great qualifications, Elo- 
quence, Learning,, and Wit, are rfius objectionable 
— how (it may be asked) can one who has not 
pretensions to either, take the liberty of obtruding 
himself upon flie notice of The piibiic ? He dannbt 
( I will answer) be secUre from Criticism, lAit at 
least he has no reason td fear the sting of Envy; 
and, by a faithful and correct statement of facts, he 
has a chance of giving entertainment, . 
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CHAP. II. 



Wykehaw^f^Fortst of Bear-^^Botley^^Town^Hill 
^^^South Stoneham-^PraspectS'^Belle-Vieu. 

At the beginning of our jouracy, the 
serenity of the weather, the goodness of the roads, 
and above all, the health and spirits which glowed 
around us, seemed to promise a great deal of plea* 
«ure. How far a concurrence of circumstances, 
$o favorable to excursions of this nature, has en- 
abled us to examine with proper attention the va- 
rious features of a Country — ^remarkable not only 
for it's picturesque beautie^^ but on account of 
inemorable events whi^h have happened, and dis- 
tinguished persons who have lived in it; will be 
best understood by the sequel of these pages. 

PortchesUr Castle, from which we began our 
tpur; is situated in a Village at the extremity of %, 
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sn^all peninsula, runnhig.from the foot ofPortsdozun 
into Portsmouth Harbour. It's origin is attributed 
to Julius Casar^ but very little account of it's an- 
cient state is preserved. The l^oman Eagle may 
Jiowever still be traced in several places^ a cicum- 
stance which Mr. Grose in hi$ Wiquities seems 
ptber.to have overlooked or forgotten. The outt 
side wall is pretty entire, and the buildings most 
decayed are evidently of a more modern date than 
jhe Keep, the Gateway leading to it, and the two 
. Entrances, which appear to have suffered little «Ji^ 
teration since their first erection* 

This place is now made use of, for ihe cdiv 
finemcnt of French prisoners of war. And almost 
contiguous are Barracks, for the accommodation c^ 
the Military stationed here to guard them. 

TJie town of Fareham is near three miles west 
of Portchester^ and the road between these places, 
and eastward as far as Chichester is remarkably level. 
About half way from Portchester to Fareham is « 
jfieat house called ^ast-Cams^ fronting the ;»outh 
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and commanding a view of the harbour of Paris '- 
mouth with the shipping, and the town and dock* 
yard ; and nearer Fareham on the left is Cams-Hall^ 
a seat of the late Pettr Ddme^ Esq. The house 
stands in a park, with some ifine elms and plantations 
of firs about it, and is handsomely built of white 
i^one, The entrance is between two neat lodges 
^t the very end of Fareham^ 

The tide comes up to this place, and at high 
'water presents a perfectly Italian view. The 
Houses of Fareham covering an eminence on one 
side of the water, and it's Church among them 
^ith a neat cupola on the top : and on the other 
^ide a very well finished white farm house. North- 
ward you catch' a glimpse of the turnpike-road 
winding up a hill among verds^nt fields : and it is 
from that spot that several drawings have been 
taken of P^>rtsmouth^Dock and the Harbour, 

Fareham is a neat well buik town, the two 
principal streets are wide and commodious, and 
^here they unite is a steall m^ket-house. F^n^^ 
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itom is ih the direct road from Lonivn to Gvspfyft^ 
(from the latter of which it is five miles distaiit) 
and in that from CAicA^ttr through "B&iley t6 
Southampton. There is it subscription Ball eveiy 
fortnight utider the directtou of the Master of the 
ceremonies at Southampion^ which 15 well attended: 
and these meetings almost always produce a fine 
assemblage of beauty ; though in my humble opi- 
nion not equal to the Balls at Newport in the Isle 
of Wightj which have been remarked as particu- 
larly distinguished in this respect. The ball-room 
is of a good size, but in a very bad situation, being 
built over the stable of an inn. 

Leaving Fareham by the London road w<f 
ascended a hill, on the summit of which there is a 
turnpike-house, seen from the lodges at the ehtratn^^ 
of Mr. Dclmi's park. About a mile farther is 
Rochc'Courtyyfhich at a distance appears to be an 
rfwkward old house, but on a nearer inspection 
proves a most comf(>rtable and commodiotis man- 
sbn. It is said to have been the resixtence of 
Jfohn de la Roche^ who lived in the time of Edward 
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the second, and from him descended to the Gardiner 
family. RochC'Caurt stands on an eminence, from 
^^ence there is a prospect of the Isle of Wight^ and 
some part of the coast of Hampshire;, and a beauv 
tiful shrubbery walk surrounds a large meadow, in 
which the house is situated* 

Before you reach Wykeham a fine prospect pre- 
sents itself from a hill— rich woods on the right, and 
a house sheltered by them ; before you, the town of 
Wykeham; and above it, rather on the left, two good 
houses with plantations of firs about them. 

Wykeham itself -is not particularly worthy of 
attention, except as the birth place of the celebrated 
William ofWykeham^ Bishop of Winchester^ founder 
of Si. Mary s College there, and oiNew College in 
Oxford. You pass a small trout stream at the en- 
trance, and it may be called a pleasant village. 

The forest of Bear lies north-east of Wykeham^ 
containing a portion of land of considerable e^i^tent, 
which though in a wild state, appear? capable of 
high cultivation. 



Leaving the direct London road, we turned to 
the left over a heath, from the farthest part df 
i^^hich, there is a fine Opening to the west; and 
ascending a high hill came to a neat snug box 
belonging to the late Captain Wotlsj who com- 
manded a troop of the Jfampshire Yeomanry 
Cavalry. This house has an extensive prospect, 
but chiefly over the heath and forest ground. It 
-is called Kidnocks^ 

The road winds down another hill into Botkj^ 
an inconsiderable town, but to which a$ well as 
many other places on this coast the system of 
barrack-building has been extended* There is a 
^idge at the end of the town, and near it a house 
with a large clock whimsically placed on the roof, 
which makes it appear more like a public bi^ilding 
than a private dwelling. 

The next place we came to was Boiley-Grange^ a 
gentleman's house in a small park. At the termina-^ 
lion of an avenue by the side of the road, is an Obe- 
lisk erected to the memory of a favorite dog. 



Farther dn, is a magnificent house called 
Town-Hill^ built^by Mr, Middletotij a gemteman 
bf large fortune in the E^t-Indies^ who made some 
figure oa the trial of Warren Hastings : the grounds 
about it are spaxnous and pleasant, being at an easy 
distance from SotUAarnpton and it's excellent neigh- 
bourhood^ 

South Stoneham, the seat of Colonel Slonnt^ is 
not far from the last mentioned place. The House 
MisxAs in a low situation €t the end of an avenue of 
finfc elmsj io Which yoU enter by a femall lodge 
dose to the toad. It is a conveniicnt fatnily man- 
sion built with brick, and has large gardens and 
pleasure grounds, which might be highly improved 
by a litde attention. The view frdm one of the 
drawing rooms and. eating parlour, thdug^-rather 
confined, is very striking— the river Jtchen by it's 
junction with another stream forming a kind of 
bason at the foot of a fine lawn, and a neat bridge 
ihrown oyer it, gives at once a pleasing object in 
-perspectiire, and a great deal of entertainment, by 
the diver^on of fishing which it afford&t 
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The ^ucsi ^rout,. tench and. sjalicporv ;jre ta^lwn 

here in vast q.uaatities. The/fielck,,bc3fopd,tJnft^ 

rivet arc remarlfiaWy vercU^pt and the GQi^^iy i^ 

general beautifully wooded; ColRp^ ^M9filBC^ 

tains some part of his estate in his own hands; and 

all tjijpse fields. ,bAve gravel walk^ qa^e^^jnimnd 

them^ ajcid thro^ugh several small YPQd^.<^dco|;^ 

ces wUch abouf^d with fine tiinhi^r. ; -1 

, . ' ' ' ■{•»,./ 
From the windows of the front of the house, 

towards the garden you include a grospec,t of the 

windings of the river, which is na;vigable to SanJth* 

amptcn^ and among the rich woods, which cover it'« 

banks have a view of the ruins of St. Dennis's^ or 

as Grose calls it St. Dionisius's Priory. 

There is a large Block-Mill just below Stohf- 
Aaw-jfirott5^5 where the jacks and pullies foi' the 
shipping are made; and it is astonishirig to seo 
with what celerity the largest blocks of 'LJgnuin 
Vitae are cut through. 

The road from this place to Southampton is 
delightful.' A handsome house of Major General 
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Siihhert on the left, and a fine prospect of S&uth* 
tmfton Water-— the navigation of the luheuy and 
&e Port of Northam just at it's mouth, where the: 
Colliers and other smail vessels rendezvous. 

This pleasing scenery is scarcely lost to the 
tight, before you arrive at Belle VieUj a charming 
house belonging to Admiral Sir Richard King^ Bart« 
which was inhabited by the Earl of Moira during 
Oie time so many troops, designed for foreign ser- 
vice under his Lordship's con^mand, were stationed 
at, and encamped near Southampton. This House 
from it's north front looks down an avenue which 
h the road from Southampton to Winchester; and 
from the side towards the garden commands a 
striking view of the modern edifices and embattled 
walls of the former, the ships in the river, the op-^ 
posite shore of the New Forest^ Cahhot Castle, and 
the Isk of Wight. 
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CHAP. IlL 



The Polygon — Southampton — the iizxo Church^^ 
Baths — Fortifications — Visitors. 

On the right of the entrance to'^outh^ 
nmpton are some magnificent buildings ciltecl' Ac 
'Polygon^ from the nmnber originaHy • designed to 
have been built: they still retain the name, though 
there have been only four houses completed. 

Southampton is a fine handsome town. The 
High-street is very broad and well paved, but the 
houses would look much better if the custom of 
building circular fronts and throwing oi,it immense 
i)ow-windows was less prevalent : the 3hops horvvc- 
vcr appear equal to any I have seen out of the 
Metropolis; and there is a great deal of trade car- 
ried on here. 

A new Church has lately been built in the 
High-street; and, according tq modern fasbion. 



(l6) 

has much more the appearance of a Play-house 
than a place of pifbliq wprship. The west end 
which opens into the street, is ornamented with 
pillars of the Tuscan ortfcr; and there are three 
entrance^, exactly like, the doors of Pit, Boxes and 
Gallery at a. Theatre* 

JJ^l^f f^^fsss^ of company , always resorting 
tx>. t^i^igsy.affflifA^hipfi^le town,. makes it*s balls 
ap^-ftf^^f^feli^s; very splendid..* Tife, public rooms 
are n^arrjlie wa^er, to which the windows have a 
full opening; s^d the chandeliers. and lustres are 
very superb. The Baths which are just below are 
much frequented. 

No place in England can be better calculated 
than this, for the resort of such Invalids as are un- 
able to join in iall the bustle of life, but whd are 
not incapable of enjoying the occasional relaxations 
of society. For the salubrity of the air here, is no 
less remarkable, than the striking beauty of the dif- 
ferent roads and walks which branch out in almost 
every direction from Southampton : and in a place 



where good company is always to be met with, it 
b very obvious that it is possible for every one to 
procure society agreeable to his own t^te and dis- 
position, and that the best opportunity is held out 
to \aax of isnjoying life his own way. 

I s^iall not engross the reiader's time by 
^e^cribing the ancient state of this celebrated 
torwn, nor endeavour t6 recapitulate the changes it 
ha^ undergone since it's foundation in the time qf 
the Saxons; but miist beg leave to refer the curioua 
enquirer to " a Tour round Lymiiigton^^\ published 
a few years since by the Rev. R. Werner^ who has 
taken a great deal of pains on this subjects 

1 shall only remark thai sonie of the wall?, 
^particularly on the west side of the town, still con* 
tinue; and there are three principal gates, iand a 
large tower near the water, remaining^ One of 
these gates stands in the middle of the High-street^ 
tod has several Coats of Arms painted on shields 
about it. On each side qf the Gateway is a stone 
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figure of a lioh painted red, and near them two 
paintings of giants, one of which is St. Bevois, the 
titular Saint of this place. The Water-Gate near 
the Quay is embattled, and has a beautiful machi- 
colation remaining entire, as are also in both these 
gates the grooves where the Portcullis was formerly 
let down. On the side of the first of North Gate 
next the town, is a statue of Queen Afine; and 
passages for persons on foot have been lately ciit 
through the sides of the Gate ; but there is only one 
common road for horse and foot passengers and 
carriages through the other gates. 

It has been in contemplation to remove the 
Water-Gate entirely, which would certainly greatly 
conduce to the improvement of the Quay, and 
facilitate the conveyance of goods to and from the 
water; but I hope the rage for modernization will 
never be so totally destructive of taste as to induce 
the inhabitants of the town to remove the north 
Gate, the entrance by which is now, not only con- 
venient, but highly picturesque. 



*rhe lodging houses for cortipany resorting to 
the" Baths here, are in general very commodioas^' 
and many of them elegant, 

'Though what is called the Southampton season 
is only from the middle of June to the middle of 
October, yet various circumstances determine the 
inclinations of people so much, and the regular 
Balls and Concerts here being kept up in Winter 
as well as Summer, is so great an inducement to 
many, that Southampton is now always full. 

The Market, which is fronted with white stone, 
is well supplied with all kinds of provisions, par- 
ticularly fish and fruit* :' 

There arc no fortifications here; Ships of large 
size not being able to come up beyond Calshot 
Ca^le, which is the defence of the mouth of the 
river. There was one brass cannon close to the 
Water-Tower, marked with the name and arms of 
Henry the eighth ; but this solitary piece of ord- 
nance has been dismounted by the violence of a 
storm and the carriage washed away by the surge* 



It is almost umufcessary to $ay that the Inns arc 
excellent, in a town where so much depends upcMn 
occasional visitors. 




CHAP. IV, 



Lord Moira's Cainp^^Sianeham^Park'''^ViewS''^Ca^ 
ihcrinc-HiU — River Itchen — Si. Cross^HosfiiaL 

We had business at Winchester^ which 
compelled us to deviate from the road we at first 
intended to pursue; and obliged us to take that 
city in our way to Ringwood. 

The first part of the road presents a wild but 
pleasing scene, in part of the Nezo Forest on the 
left; while, in an opposite direction, the eye is re- 
galed with a rich and luxuriant prospect Over highly 
cultivated fields. 

The inhabitants o{ Southampton deserve great 
credit for the pains they have taken to improve 
the approach to that town ; which must, however, 
have been always naturally beautiful. Beyond 
&e avenue of trees alreacy mentioned; clumps of 
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Scotch firs are planted on each side of the road^ 
which afterwards passes over Nursling Common, 
where the troops designed for the unfortunate 
West-India expedition were encamped : and it was 
jjear this place where that army^ with the Duke of 
York at the head of it, was reviewed by the Prince 
of Walts in the autumn of 1795. 

Mr. Fleming has a fine scat here, called Sione^ 
ham-Park ; and, on the verge of the Common 
a white summer-house, which is seen from a great, 
<iistance on every side. 

Taking a serpentine course through the woods 
and forest, you come to an eminence; from whence, 
looking back to the south, there is a fine view of 
the Sea and the Ule of Wight: and, descending the 
hill, you pass the village of Otterborn^ four miles 
from. Winchcsjtc^^ 

The country, now becomes perfectly changed: 
instead of the rough scenery of the heath and forest, 
tbe eye wanders over iminense fields;^ and swelling 
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do^vns of vast extent; till, gaining the summit of 
one of the hills, which overtops the rest, you are 
siiddenly presented with a view of Winchester, to 
vhose venerable appearance the unfinished Palace, 
on a distinguished elevation westward of the town, 
in no small degree contributes. Near it is Catherine' 
Hill^ to which the College boys^ daily resort, in obe- 
dience to the will of the Founder, The ditch throwni 
up Here, is visible for n^any miles; being of great 
depth, and enclosin^g all the top of the hill, in thq 
centre of which is a plantation of fir trees. 

From this bulwark it is more than ptobable the 
Cit)^ suffered much in CromweWs civil war, to 
which she principally owes the diminution of her 
former grandeur and" importance. 

** Then too, her sacred rites she saw prophan'd, 
** When Charles was exil'd, and the Tyrant reign'dj 
<« Her plunder'd shrines the common fate .partake^ 
*' And fall for Charles's and Religion's sake.'* 

The river Itchen winds it's silver stream at the 
foot olCfitherinc-HUl^md about two miles beyond 
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it, beautifully adorns the grounds of Mr. Shakcsptar 
of Twyford^ who has a charming house with a large 
conservatory adjoining- 
One niile from Winton is the village of 5/. Cross • 
remarkable on account of it's Hospital ( built and 
endowed by Henry de Blois^ bishop of this diocese 
in the reign of King Henry the first) for the main* 
tenance of poor decayed tradesmen, who live in 
small habitations not unlike the rooms in college. 
There was formerly an established table, for the 
daily support of one hundred persons from the 
neighbouring parishes, who resorted hither and 
were hospitably entertained : for many years, how- 
ever, this part of the charity has been altered; and 
the money which had before been expended in this 
manner, appropriated to the establishment of the 
Master, the Chaplain, and other Officers, who enjoy 
a very easy life and comfortable salaries. 

There is a custom retained here to this very- 
hour, which originally sprung out of the ruins of 
good old English hosjJitaiity-^that of" affbrdiiig 
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the relief of a piece of bread and a horn-full of 
beer, to every traveller, stranger, atid pilgrim, who 
knocks at the gate and demands it: and there are 
not a few, who, from motives of curiosity, arc ia- 
duced to make the application; which must atwayt 
be attended to, be the applicant of what rank or gua- 
Jity soever, or his visits never so frequent. 

Doctor Beilhy Porteus^ since Bishop of London^ 
vas formerly Master of this Hospital; and it is now 
in the hands of the Reverend Doctor ioc^mawywha 
has given great disgust to some of the officers be^ 
longing to the establishment^ by several alteration! 
which he has made. One of them is the demolitioa 
ef an whole wing of the building, to improve the 
profp^ct from his own apartments; and this indeed 
appears to have abridged the comforts of the Pen- 
sioners, without producing any kind of benefit to 
the Charity. 
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CHAP. V. 



Winchester — Wolvesey-Cajlle — the College — the 
Cathedral — Ravages of Civil War — County-. 
Hall — King's Houfe — Queen £mma> — Anti^ 
quities. 

Winchester is a very large city, 
tTie streets are narrow, the houses high, and at pre- 
sent the population much more considerable than 
a few years ago : but the vast quantity of garden 
ground within the walls, and the evident marks of 
buildings which in times past have been devoted to 
noble uses, now reduced to meanness and decay, 
would strongly corroborate, were their testimony 
wanting, the accounts we have received of it's lost 
splendor and faded greatness. Once the seat of 
Royalty, and again favored in later times by the 
peculiar generosity of a munificent Prince — all 
the remains of it's grandeur are now tottering in 
the ruins of Wolvesey CastlC; or stand in a more 



modern palace, a disgrace to the present a^e, whose 
extravagance and profligacy deprive it of the means 
of restoring such noble monuments. 

Wolvesey Castle, near the site of the Bishop's 
Palace, was originally the residence of the West-. 
Saxon Kings, who kept their Court here durfng the 
Heptarchy. It's name, derived from the two 
Saxon words which compose it, signifying the eye,, 
corner or nook of a meadow, exactly applies to 
the place of it's situation; but has frequently been 
mistaken by travellers, who, from a similarity^ of 
pronunciation, have supposed that it was the work, 
of Cardinal Wolsey. 

The ruins of this buildin'r are seen to great 
advantage from the top of St. Giles's hill, eastward 
of the town : the Bishop's Palace seems to be fol- 
lowing it's old neighbour very fast, the principal 
part of it having been taken down (it is said from 
prudential motives) by the present Bishop. 

St. Marfs College, founded by William of 
Wyktham^ and endowed as a nursery for Ntw Col- 



lege in Oxford^ stands near the last-mentioned 
house: and it's history, published by Doctor Lowth^ 
being in every one's hands, it would be impertinent 
to trouble the reader with the particulars of an 
institution with which he is presumed already to be 
«o well acquainted. 

The Cathedral of Winton, deservedly celebrated 
ts one of the finest gothic buildings ever erected 
in this kingdom, has been noticed by several au- 
thors; I, shall therefore confine myself to a few 
concise remarks. In it are many fine monuments 
of Bishops of this Diocese, and among them of 
Fox, Gardiner, William of Wyheham, William of* 
Edyngton, and Hoadley. 4 

King William Rujus is interred in the middle 
of the Choir under a brown marble tomb; and 
there is a large black monument in memory of an 
Earl of Portland, who was, I believe. Governor of 
Sandown Fort in the Isle of Wight, if not of the 
whole Island. The bones of several of the Saxon 
KingSj and of some of the primitive Bishops who 
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had been buried here, having been sacrilegiously 
icattered about in the time of the civil War, were 
afterwards collected and inclosed in six gilt cof&ns, 
now placed upon the walls which separate the choir 
irom the side aisles of the church. Behind the 
Altar is a beautiful screen of white stone, enriched 
with the most elegant ornaments of gothic carving; 
against which, under a canopy of wood-work co- 
vered with a profusion of gilding and elegantly 
carved, is a painting, of the resurrection of Lazarus^ 
by West. This is esteemed one of his best pieces, 
and it's colouring has been mush improved by time, 
for it was rather too gaudy at first, but now the 
effect of the air and the sun has meliorated it in a 
very pleasing degree. I do not know whether the 
introduction of likenesses taken from some of our 
Znglish ladies may be considered as any great 
compliment to them in this species of paints 
ing and in this particular instance, for I cannot 
reasonably suppose that the awful circumstance here 
represented was one of the most favourable for an 
assemblage of Asiatic beauty. The choir is paved 
with black and white marble, and (here are several 
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flights of steps to the Altar, which is covered with 
crimson velvet and gold lace ; the books used at 
the Communion service are splendidly bound with 
the same materials, and the* Plate for the service of 
the Altar is of silver double gilt. The Bii>hop's 
throne is very elegant, and the canopy supported 
by Corinthian pillars. The Pulpit has abundance 
of carving about it, and i« said to be the same in 
vhich that gre^t champion of the Protestant religion, 
jfohn Wickliffe himself preached. The west body 
of the Church is more spacious than any other in 
England — upwards of three hundred feet long, 
and seventy feet high: the Pillars which support 
it are gothic, and the roof of this part of the 
building is of stone; that of the Choir and th6 
space beyond it (called the Prefbytery), and of three 
Chapels at the east end, of wood finely carved ; 
and at the crossings of the joists are coats of arms of 
different benefactors to the see. 

In the central Chapel of these three is an old 
chair, wath a piece of cloth of gold over it, very 
much decayed, in which Queen Mary was seated 



C3i ) 

while her marriage ceremony was performed with 
King Philip of Spain ; who came hither immedi- 
ately after he had landed at Southampton. In this 
part of the church are monuments of the Car- 
dinals -B^djz^or^ (sonof J^oAn oi Gaunt^ Duke of 
Lancaster^) and Wohcy in their full habits. — These 
great men, as well as Wykehami Edyngton^ Fox 
and Gardiner^ lie on marble tombs in fine oratories 
ornamented with gothic spire-work, reaching up to 
the roof of the church. 

There is an Organ placed on the north side of 
the choir over the stalls, and a screen or partition 
of stone, designed by Inigo Jones^ separates the 
choir from the body of the Church. In two niches 
in this screen are the statues of James the first and 
Charles the first, in copper ; and you are shewn in 
the drapery of the latter, a perforation made by a. 
musket ball, when the soldiers under Sir William 
Waller '{Oliver CroTnwells General) entered the 
Church. 

No place however sacred can be secure from 
the ravages which religious phrenzy has sometimes 
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inrompted nien to commit; but one is ^t a loss 10 
account for that savage barbarity which could lea4 
^Ven the most dissolute pf the human species, so 
j&r to forget their common nature, as to violate the 
lights of sepulture which in all nations have been 
field sacred, and to ransack for plunder the man- 
W>1^^ of the dead* 

We find this puritanic army, which had engaged 
ni the contest ostensibly for the support and defence 
of the Religion of their Country, disgracing Chris- 
tianity itself, by actions of the most shameful atro* 
city» The bodies of the ancient British Monarchs 
were torn from their graves, and their bones made 
use of in the destruction of the windows of the 
Church. 

From the tomb of Rvjus^ was taken a rirtg^ 
with a ruby of large fize and great value; and that 
nothing might escape the vengeance of these vile 
miscreants, the noble monuments " of Kings and 
awful fathers of mankind" were broken and muti- 
lated, and mapy of the statues suffered decollation| 
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atid every other indignity which could be devised 
by an infuriated banditti of fanatical enthusiasts* 

It is said, that orte of the Grenadiers in Waller's 
army, having been educated in a school founded 
-by Bishop Wykeham^ placed himself a volunury 
centinel to protect the beautiful Mausoleum of that . 
great man, which happily escaped untouched. 

The fragments of broken glass, being collected, 
now form the great west window; which " sheds a 
dim religious light " through this promiscuous asso« 
ciation of pieces* 

The window at the east end is more entire and 
full of the figures of Saints and Patriarchs. 

The Font is of black marble, df a square form, 
and ornamented with carving ; supposed to repre- 
sent some of the miracles performed by the Saints 
and Bishops of this Church* 

The Cathedral, externally, appears to great 
disadvantage, on account of it's wanting a spire ; 

C 
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tlie Tower dbes not rise in a proportionable height 
to the size of the Church; and, being covered with 
a flat roof, looks unfinished. 

The church-yard, which is very spacious is 
Jplanted with fine rows of lime trees : and on the 
north side of the church is a parade used by the 
regiments quartered here. At a small distance from 
it is a charitable institution, founded by Bishop 
Morley^ for the widows of Clergymen; and I am 
informed that several benefactions have been lately 
added to this excellent establishment, which have 
very considerably increased it's comforts. It were 
much to be wished that these charities were invari- 
ably applied to the relief of such objects only, as arc 
really deserving of assistance, and to their proper and 
intended uses! but it is to be feared that interest and 
connections are often more effectual recommend-* 
ations to favor, than real worth or silent merit. 

The following remarkable inscription was copi- 
ed from one of the grave-stones ;— 
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•* In Memory of 

THOMAS THATCHE^^ 

^ Crenadi^r in the Northern Battalion o^ 

HAMPSHIRE militia: 

wlio died of a fever contracted by drinking small beei^^ 

May 12. 1764. 

lt\ grateful remcjmbrance of whose Universal good-'will 

towi^ds his cpmradesy this stpne is. placed here 

at their expence^ as a sn^all testiiiiQny of 

dieir regard and esteenl. 

ilere lies an honest Hampshire Grenadier, 
; Who killM himself by drini^ng cpld sn^j beer: 
Soldier! be w^m*d by his untimely fall, 
And when you're hot, drink strong or none at all." 

This monument beihg decayed, was renewed by 
the pjfeers of the Royai Artiliery and of the West 
Kent wd Sussex Regiments of Militia in Garrison 
^^WmchtsUr^ in i^Si, and the following couplet 

added :.^ 

" An honest soldier rtever is forgot, 
Whether he died by ttmsket or by pot.^^ 

The High^street runs from east to west, *»d 
about tfce axiddk of it is a fine Gothic cross, haviiiig 
*e statue of St, j^hn^ 9^ thr«f empty ni(:h?s t\t?t 
"^t, top of iu 
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The little vWtrltchen flows through Winchester; 
and there is a navigable canal from thence to the 
Port at NortKam^ near Southampton. 

The County-Hall stands on a hill above the 
town : this building is of great antiquity, haying 
been the chapel belonging to Winchester Castle, 
formerly situated just by. 1 have somewhere sittn 
a quotation from Lcland^ who called the Castle, in 
hi$ time, " a gallant but not great Castle, bravely 
mounted on a hill for defence and prospect." 

In this hall is a celebrated piece of antiquity, 
called King Arthur's round table, which is placed 
against the wall at one end of the rooitf ; and on 
it are inscribed the names of Arthur* s Knights, 
which agree with those we meet with in some old 
Poems and Romances* This Arthur is said to 
have Ibeen a very warlike and heroic prince, who 
governed the Silures, a people inhabiting th« 
district of South Wales; and whose assistance was 
railed for by the Southern Britons^ when they were 
pursued by the victorious arms of Cardie the Saxon 
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Chief, who had driven them to Mourn Badon^ (now 
called Lansdown Hill,) near Bath. The exertions 
of Arthur at that time (about the year 520) sus- 
tained, for a short space, the declining liberties of 
his country; but although the Saxons were defeated 
with great slaughter, when Arthur and the Britons 
raised the siege of Mount Badon^ yet we find that 
Cerdic kept possession of the conquests he had be- 
fore made, and he and his son Kenric afterwards. 
established the kingdom of the West Saxons, which 
included all Hampshire^ with the Isle of Wight^ 
Dorsetshire^ Wilts^ and Berkshire: was by their im- 
mediate successor extended over great part oi Devon 
and Somersetshire^ and ultimately swallowed up all 
the rest of the kingdoms which composed the Hep- 
tarchy, so that they became incorporated together 
under the dominion of Egbert. - 

TbeHoyal Palace, began by King Charles the 
second on the plan of that at Versailles^ but never 
finished, stands near this spot. The original design 
was very splendid and princely ; a street, equal in 
breadth to the from of the Palace, (about three 
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hundred feet,) was to have been built in a direct 
line from the eminence on which this house is placed 
to the west end of the Cathedral. The apartment^ 
are on a handsome scale, and the building is of bricfc 
with white stone window-cases and pilasters. At 
the entrance stood some pillars of Smyrna marble, 
which were presented by his present Majesty to 
the late Duke of l^olton^ whq removed them to bis 
seat at Hackwood. A cupola was intended to have 
been placed on the roof which would have been 
sttn at sea-rr-so great is the elevation of the 
ground here. 

This House has been successively inhabited by 
prisoners of w?ir and by the French epfiigtant clef gyj 
who were comfortably lodged and accommodated 
in it. It is hut justice to these unfortunate men. 
for me to observe, that their behaviour, during the 
^ime of their establishment here^ was regulated by 
the strictest propriety and decorum : and although 
yeports were circulated much to their discredit, re- 
presenting them as endeavouring very unwarrant- 
ably to make prpselytes tp the rom?m-cathQlic 
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persuasion from among those inhabitants of the 
town to whom they could get access; yet, upon the 
strictest enquiry, these assertions are found to be 
only the calumnies of ill-nature : and the King'3 
House at Winchester^ used as an asylum for the 
refugee clergy of the Gallic church, may be con- 
sidered as furnishing one of the brightest instances 
of British humanity. 

There were two Chapels fitted up for the ex. 
ercise of their religious duties. In the originally 
projected plan of this Palace was included the 
design of a ps^rk adjoining^ twelve miles in circum« 
fcr^ce* 

Winchester was undoubtedly of a much greater 
extent formerly than it is now ; and one reason in 
addition to those already given for it's present di- 
mihished state, is the failure of it's manufactory : 
there having been a great staple for wool here, ia 
a part of the town still called Staple Garden; but 
in which there arc m\f no traces of sqch an esta^ 
blishmem* 
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There is a Roman Catholic Chapel, which is 
always well attended ; the inhabitants who profess 
that religion being very numerous. The Building 
has been lately much improved, and is now finished 
In the Gothic style with great neatness. 

The County Hospital is a large handsome 
bricl^ building, placed in a very airy situation, an4 
kept extremely clean. Sir jfohn Cloherry ^as ^ 
great behefactor to this institution* 

At the bottom of the High-street, near a large 
suburb called the Soke^ is St. JehrCs House, de- 
signed for th^ public dinners pf the Mayor and 
Corporation, and used likewise at the annual 
music meetings. The principal ' room is very 
spacious and lofty, and at the upper end of it is ' 
ah original picture of King Charles the second,' 
presented by himself. Near this building is East- 
gate House, the residence of Henry Penton^ Esq. 
Member for Winchester in several Parliaments.' 
The Tivcr JtcheVt^ runs through the gardens, which 
^ave many pleasant walks about them. • 
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A large house on the other side of the street, * 
still called the Abbey ^ (having been built on the site- 
of some religious foundation,) is now converted 
into a Nunnery for French ladies who have resorted 
to this peaceful retreat since the revolution in their 
own Country, It is not improbable that .this was 
the place where Queen Emma was confined, by 
order of her son Edward the Confesson But 
the story of her passing the ordeal trial, in order 
to vindicate herself from the suspicion of a criminal 
correspondence with the Bishop of Winchester ^ and- 
4lso-of being an accomplice .in the destruction of ' 
her son Alfred^ seems to have had no other foun- 
dation than the wild invention of monkish writers, 
who were generally more fond of relating wonders * 
than truth, because they had an interest in the pro« 
pagation of superstition. * 

The circumstance 1 have alluded to respecting 
the death of Prince Alfred^ though so near the time 
of the conquest^ is very imperfectly recorded. In 
this fact however all historians agree, that he was 
Kized dXGuildford a« he was -going to King HarM'j^- 
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Court, shut up with his retinue in the Castle therc^ 
and had his eyes put out; and that from thence he. 
vas conveyed to Ely in Cambridgeshire^ where he 
«oon afterwards died. But whether he and hts 
brother Prince Edward were really sent for out of 
Normandy by the Queen their mother, cwr inveigled 
hither by the artifices of Harold^ will perhaps ever 
jcmain uncertain. 

In the north part of the town was the ancient 
Abbey of Hydc^ the monks of which, and those 
belonging to the Priory of St. Swithin^ then situated 
almost contiguous, having frequent quarrels, occa- 
ftioned the building of a new Church at a greater 
distance, that is, on the site of the present Cathedral : 
and at it's completion the last named society re-. 
moved to their new habitation with great pomp. 

Adjoining the Cathedral Church, on the south 
side, and particularly near the transept, are evident 
marks of arched door ways and windows remaining, 
which most probably belonged to the cells inhabited 
by the above vientioned monks of Su Swithin. 
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Near this is the Close, where the dignitaries of the 
Church have very convenient houses. In the gar- 
den belonging to the Deanry is a fig-tree, which 
was planted by King Charles the second* 

Where the monastery at Hyde stood, a very 
handsome Bridewell has been lately built, and in 
laying the foundation several curiositic^s were 
found ;-^among them a stone coffin, with a skeleton 
nearly entire, a brass buckle, and a ring, whidi 
one of the persons who had the direction of the 
work then carrying on, got possession of. It was 
conjectured that the body was that of King Alfred^ 
who is said to have been buried here; but I never 
heard of any inscription or other indication being 
discovered, sufficient to ascertain that circumstance. 
If however this could be proved, it would render 
the ring invaluable, for having once belonged to . 
a Motiarch so universally esteemed, and to whose 
indefatigable exertions this nation is indebted for 
some of the best principles of the English Consti- 
tution, the foundation of the Common Law itself, 
«md the establishment of iht tria} by Jury. 
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" Alfred^ 

111 whom the splendour of heroic war, 
'And more heroic peace, when govem'd well, 
Gombine ; whose hallow'd name the Virtues saint ^ 
And his own Muses love; the best of Kings ;'* 



King Canute the Great, who was ililerred in this 
Monastery, was a great benefactor to the Church 
here, having presented it with some exceedingly 
rich jewels, and among them with a Cross, equal 
in value to a whole year's revenue of the kindom: 
but this precious gift,, with the building in which it 
was kept, was afterwards destroyed by fire. Thus 
did Canute think to expiate the trangressions of his 
life, and to make atonement for the usurpation of 
two kingdoms, England and Norway^ (to neither 
of which he had any rightful pretensions,) by the 
si ight satisfaction of enriching monasteries and build- 
ing religious houses ; or in other words, by pam- 
pering the appetites of Monks and Friars, and in- 
creasing their lijxury, pride and laziness. 

Even in the time of the Romans, Venta Bel- 
^cirum (by which name Winion was then called} 
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must have been St considerable pl^ce : and in every 
part of the town have been discovered various re- 
mains of antiquity. 

In the year 1789, seven stone-toffins and as 
many roman urns were dug up in the north-east 
suburb called the Soke. The urns were chiefly 
broken by the carelessness of the labourers, but 
some of the fragments were preserved by Mr, Mill^ 
ner^ a roman-catholic priest, who has lived here 
for many years, and made a very interesting col- 
lection of coins and antique curiosities, which have 
from time to time been discovered in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

In our road to Rumsey we passed out at the 
west gate of the town which is still entire. A pas- 
sage has also been cut through one side of the 
gate for foot passengers, but the gateway for car- 
riages is much narrower and lower than that at 
Southampton^ and as il is impossible to enter the 
town from the Rumsey and Stockhridge roads, but 
by this gate unless you go a great way rounds it l^ 
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sometimes productive of much inconvenience by 
the occasional meeting of carriages. And we were 
told that a load of straw had been lately jammed 
in and stuck fast in this passage for a considerable 
iime while numerous carriages and travellers of 
various descriptions were detained on each side 
without a possibility of making their exit or their 
entrance. 

The ditch on the north and west sides of the 
city is of a prodigious depth. Without the west 
gate at a little distance on the right hand stands a 
small Obelisk erected in memory of a pestilence 
Ivhich desolated the city several years ago : the in- 
scription sets forth that the markets were removed 
hither 6ut of the town at that time, and that the 
exchanges were made on the very stone which 
constitutes the basis of this monument. 
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CHAP. VI. 



HursUy-^Rumity^^ Ringwood '■^Fordin^hridge*^ 
DowrUon ^^^Briiford-House. 

The road to Rumsey^ after ascendkig 
a hill, presents a fine view of Winchester and the 
village of Si. Cross ; and on the left Js.a fimtification 
called ''&lhjer*s Battery," ^here the Usurper'^ 
troops were encamped in the jrebdlion. It is«ituale 
nearly opposite to Caihcrine- Hilly and with it forms 
a very striking object in perspective, from ciany 
parts of Winchester and it's environs. 

This neighbourhood abounds with chalky hills^ 
and after passing many of them we came to a large 
house belonging to Sir William Heathcote at Hursley. 
All the hedge; rows are full of yew trees; but not- 
withstanding what has been said respecting their 
poisonous nature, we acver hear of any accidents 
happenipg to the cattle that are turned loose in the 



fields near them. The yew tree seems |o hatre" 
been originally a native of England^ although it is 
now not often met with ; — the inhabitants of this 
country, in the bow and arrow times, it is presumed 
cultivated it with great attentioTl. tiursley-Lodgc 
was once the residence and property of Richard 
Cromwell^ and an original picturd of his father 
Oliver remains in the houses 

From this J)Iace to Rumsty you ire presented 
s with fine forest scenery t passing between the rich- 
est woods of oak and beech trees whose luxuriant 
branches ov^shadow a road of smooth gravel ; and 
indeed it must be acknowledged that takihg Hamf- 
shire altogether, no county in England can furnish 
a greater variety of entertainment to the specula- 
tive travelled, nor afford more ^easing pros^cts of 
: wood and waten # 

Rumsey is twelve miles from Winchester; 
near the entrance to the town we passed a Bridge 
over a canal lately cut from Andover to Redbridge^ 
This town is very full of iiihabitants, and a great 
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deal of trade is carried on herei The church is of 
very high antiquity, and several drawings have 
been taken of the pillars and arches by way of 
specimen of the Saxon arfchitecture. Some authors 
say that MatiHa^ Queen of Htnry the first, was 
educated in a nunnery here; but others, that she 
was at Wilton^ and not at Rumsey. 

The rfemainder of our journey to Ringwood^ 
was performed at so late an hour that the little 
light we had, was only just sufficient to shew that 
our road lay through part of the New Forest^ the 
beaudes of which we' were thus precluded from 
enjoyingw . 

The Town of Ringwcoi is one of the least 
interesting places which any one can be deitined 
to iahabit. It stands in a bottom surrounded by 
hills, which overlook it entirely, and hide a prospect 
of the adjacent country from every house in the 
town. The streets are crooked and ill paved. 
The Church, usually an object of curiosity in 
country places, is not at all remarkable, unless for 

Di 
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the illiterate tioflsettse that abounds on the gravo 
atones. 

The river AtJofi^ which flows on the west side 
of the town affords plenty of trout, a fine addition 
t6 the indifferent accomodation at our Inn, which 
happened to be under the direction of a most dis- 
gusting fat drunken fandlady. There is a small 
market-hause built with brick, and the room above 
it serves for a play-house, the most shabby that my 
curiosity has ever yet led me into. 

The next miorning after our arrival I very 
readily embraced the proposal of one of my friends 
to accompany him to Salisbury^ which is eighteeir 
miles from Ringwood; the road passing through 
Fordinghridge and Downton. — - On leaving Ring^^ 
ivood you are presented with a view remarkably 
striking > on the left rs a good old Family House, 
With a white britlge over the A'&on^ which flows in 
a noble stream at the foot of the garden; the road 
windii^ on the bank of the river under the shade 
of some magnificent beech trees, and rujmii^ 
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pleasantly along the bottom of a fine valley, where 
Verdure abounds on every side: and the rich pros- 
pects of corn and grass land are finely improved by 
the addition of the noblest oaks and elms sprinkled 
about the fields Vith incredible profusion. 

** Plains immense 

... ' 

Lie stnetchM berieath, interminable meads 
And vast savannas, where the wand' ring eye, 
Unfixt^ is in a veraaht ocean lost,'* ' Thomson* 

There is a well-built niodern house among the 
trees at some distance from the road on the west side 
tif flie Ai)on; and further oh, a large old mansion, 
which looks particularly venerable, being sheltered 
with fine plantations that exten4 up the slope of a 
Very high hilL t)n the opposite side of the road are 
several houses of different descriptions and appear- 
ances ; but they Were chiefly situated at too remote a 
distance for me to observe them distinctly, 

JFofdinghridge is a small town, taking it's name 
from a bridge over the Avon which flows with a 
smooth current and forms several little islands, A 
Da 
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manufactory of serge is carried on here, and we saw 
great quantities bleaching by the river side. 

The imJ>rovement of floating meadows is said 
to have been first practiced in this neighbourhood, 
and it's beneficial effects, being soon understood, 
occasioned it to be imitated in other places. Be- 
yond Fordingbridge is a large house in a paddoc ad- 
joining the road, well planted with firs and beech. 

Downton a venal borough six miles from 
FardingbridgCj and the same distance from Salis* 
bury J is a poor mean town, remarkable however for 
several contested elections which have been held 
here. The houses to which votes are annexed, are 
numbered with large figures over the doors; but 
many of them are in a shocking state of decay. 
The Shaftoc interest (a Yorkshire family) was con- 
siderably lessened in this place some years since, by 
a very ridiculous cifcumstance. Mr. Shaftoe^ the 
proprietor of one half of the borough, took it into 
his head to demolish nineteen houses, which con- 
stituted as^ many votes, and to erect instead of them 
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one single dwelling, the occupier of which, he sup- 
posed, would be invested with the power of giving 
as many votes as had forraCerly been attached to the 
original number of houses standing there : but, to 
his great vexation as well as detriment, the succeed- 
ing election convinced him, that he had given his 
opponent an advantage which a little prudence 
might easily have prevented ; but which it was now 
impossible to remedy. 

Two or three miles from Downton is Longford 
Castle in Wiltshire^ the seat of Jacob Pleydell 
Bouverie^ Earl of Radnor^ Colonel of the Berk- 
shire Militia. The Castle stands on low ground in 
a park of some extent on the right .of the road 
leading to Salisbury. It appears of a very un- 
usual shape, being triangular with a round tower 
at each angle. The present possessor has a design 
of enlarging the building, but. one has no idea of 
what form it is then to assume. His Lordship 
seems also to have in view some improvement of 
the grounds about the house, but the alterations are 
fping on very slowly. 
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Leaving the direct road to Salishuryy and 
turning to the right not far from Lo7igford',Park^ 
we came to BritfordrHoufe^ situated in a smaU 
Village of that name; (but which by the country 
people is called Burford) this was the residence of 
the late Tristram Huddlestone Jervoisc Esq. and 
is a very comfortable mansion. It stands in s^ 
garden, around which a stream of water ^s con- 
ducted, weH stocked with fish. 

The easy distance it is frojn SaUshury^ whicl\ 
furnishes either an agreeable ride or walk, and the 
advantage of so(;iety, which that city affords, are 
great additions to the interior comforts, of the 
house. In the garden are some fine cypress trees, 
and from the windows of th^ drawing room, which 
is a very handsome apartment, is a pleasing yieif/ 
of Salisbury and it's Cathedral. 



, ( 55 ) 

CHAP. VII. 



Salisbury-^thc Bishop's Palace — Cathedral— Anec- 
dote — the Council' House -^0 Id Sarum — Return 
to Ringwood. 

At the entrance of Salisbury from 
Britford is a stone bridge over the Avon^ not far 
from the Bishop's Palace ; and as we must pass by 
that building and the Cathedral Church before we 
arrive at the town itself, I shall endeavour" first 
of all, to give some idea of their situation and 
ap4)earance. 

The Bishop's Palace stands in a neat garden 
adjoining the Cathedral ; there is a branch of the 
Avon conducted near the house, and though the 
ground is perfectly level, the walks about it are not 
unpleasant; and the whole being encompassed with 
^ high wall, gives an idea of retirement and reli^ 
gious contemplatiouj which is not a little heighten^. 
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by the fine Gothic building of the Church adja^* 
cent. The Ho\\st \s in general gloomy, but some 
of the rooms are handsomely fitted up in the modem 
taste. The dining parlour has a cove-ceiling, and 
the drawing-room is both spacious and elegant.—* 
Over the chimney is a picture of the late prelate. Dr. 
Shute Barrington, now Bishop of Durham. The 
Deanry and houses of the residentiaries are at some 
distance frpra the west end of the Cathedral. 

This Edifice, which is a fine piece of Gothic 
'Architecture, has undergone so many alterations 
lately, and pQssesse$ so great a share of elegance^ 
that I must beg leave to request the attention of the 
reader for a few moments, while I endeavour tp 
particularize some of it's beauties. 

The jpresent Ckurch was brought hither from 
tie old city of Sarum early in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and (during the time of Bishop Poorc^ in con- 
sequence of frequent disputes between the military 
3t9Lti( n d in that Garrison and the ecclesiastical 
esLiblishment there. And as sppn as the system 0/ 



( 57 ) 
making war was changed^ and men experienced the 
advantageous situation of a town more easily acces- 
sible than the lofty eminence on which Old Sarum 
stood) the new city rapidly increased in buildings 
and inhabitants, and the old one became deserted 
and forsaken ; until at length the former was ad« 
vanced to a degree of splendor and importance 
unknown to the latter; of which, besides the lines 
of circumvallation and some few fragments of the 
-walls, only one single house is remaining. 

The Cathedral stands on a fine smooth piece 
of turf, which is kept with the greatest neatness 
and care, and there are several gravel walks 
leading to different doors : this was formerly the 
burying-ground, but the monumental stones and all 
the inequalities of the turf were removed when 
the Church was altered. This improvement how- 
ever has given great disgust to some, who considered 
the demolition of grave-stones as a piece of profa- 
nation. The west end of the Church has several 
statues about it, but they have in general suffered 
ixUitil^tiQH ) the heads and arms of most of them 
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jbaving been broken off, by the fanatical zeal of 
Cromwelh soldiery. 

The Spire, whose astonishing height has fre-t 
quently been noticed, has great beauty and ele^ 
gance; being placed on a lofty slender tower of 
very delicate workmanship. 

Among the extraordinary feats which havq 
been attempted, a story is related here of 4 
jnan who stood upon the very top of this spire 
(fomr hundred feet from the ground) at the time 
when King, Char Us the 5econ4 visited Salisbury^ 
and continued thtrp while he sung a loyal song ii\ 
the King's hearing : after he had descended he 
waited upon his Majesty, requesting the honor of 
Knighthood as a mark of the King's favor and 
a reward of this.singula? propf qf his attachment. 
The good-humoured monarch remarked, that he 
could not think of making him a Knight, but that 
he was very ready to issue letters patent, giving 
him an exclusive right of climbing all the steeples 
\n England^ and forbidding any other of his lovihg 
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subjects from an encroachment upon this privilege,, 
jby attempting to do the like. 

It is a well known fact, that when his present 
Majesty was at Salisbury a few years ago in hii 
road to Weymouth^ some man, in imitation of the 
jhgyxonemionedfcatj-seated himself also on th? 
spire, and therfe sung " Gqd s^\c the King," 

On entering the Church you are struck with 
the uncommon elegance of the fine light shafts 
which support the roof; these pillars are of brown 
stone, but the ceilinig is painted in a very unbecom* 
ing manner, to represent brickrwork whitened over^ 
^nd the interstices marked witl^ green lines. Th^ 
monuments of jnany distinguished' persons have 
been removed from their original situations, and 
placed at regular distances in the intervals between 
the pillars which separate the side aisles from the 
body of the Church; among them are several tombs 
brought from Old Sarum at the foundation of the 
jicw Cathedral. These are principally of Knights 
Templars, who fell in the time of the Crusades, 
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Near the west end is a small stone figure 
of a boy, clad in the episcopal habit and lying 
under an iron grating. " The Salisbury Guide^ 
informs us that this was a Chorister who, according 
to an annual custom formerly observed here, was 
ceremoniously installed, and invested with a juris- 
diction over the other choristers of the Church, like 
that of a Bishop over hisClergy ; and happening 
to die during the continuance of his office, this mo- 
nument points out the place of his interment. 

There is a brown marble in memory of Lord 
Siaurtofij who was executed for murder in the reign \ 
of Philip and Mary ; and it is said, that a long time 
elapsed before his relations oould obtain the favor 
of having the silken halter with which he was hang^ 
ed, removed from his monument^ 

Here is also the dormitory of Sir Thomas Gorge^x 
whose wife Helen Snqchenberg^ Countess Dowager 
of Northampton^ built Longford Castle; and the 
figures of Prudence, Justice, Temperance, and 
Fortitude, with their proper symbols, are placed at 
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the corners. Many of the Bishops of this Didccse 
are faaried in the Cathedral, and some of the Prelates 
ofOldSaruTfi: and indeed the sepulchral mohumenta 
are so numerous, that one cannot view these gloomy 
monitors without a mixture of awe iuid humility. 

** The Grave has eloquence; it's lecttirfcs teach. 
In silence, louder than Divines can preach." 

His present Majesty has presented the Chapter 
with a very handsome Organ, which is placed over 
the entrance of the Choir. The value of this 
princely gift was enhanced by the manner in which 
it was conferred. The King having made many 
enquiries respecting the alterations carrying on, and 
the further improvements designed, understood that 
the fund was nearly exhausted, and that the expence 
of an Organ was to be defrayed by a voluntary 
contribution of the gentlemen of Berkshire and 
Wiltshire (two counties within the Diocese), " allow 
me then," said his Majesty, '* as a Berkshire gen- 
tleman, to subscribe looo/. towards your design/* 
which was accordingly done. 
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^hc Eari of Radnor gave ioHaye^ fine painted 
glass windows; one, of the elevation of the brazeil 
serpent in the wilderness, is very fihely executed; 
s2— Among other improvements, three small thapeb 
at the east end have been added to the Choir i 
so that the altar is how removed further back; 
Within the Coflinranioh rails the paVement Is of 
black and white marble, very highly jpolished; The 
eastern window, immiediately over thie altar^ repre- 
sents the resurrection: the driapery and the cir-. 
tumvolutidns of glowing clouds are finely ex- 
ipressed^ and all the light introduced; appears td 
come from the countenance of our Saviour; whicbi 
^t the siame time that it dazzles the eye by it's 
refulgence, has ian appearance of the most se^rene 
benignity. This window, as well as the one before^' 
mentioned of the elevation of the brazen serpent^ 
was executed by the ingenious Mr. Pearsotiir 

The other windows are of stained glas^, in sthall 
Siquares^ and compartments, affording a degree of 
light that greatly tends to dispose the inind to re- 
verence and seriousness* 
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A proper quantity of light, duly admitted,' 

seems to be one of the principal points which' 

constitute perfection in buildings appropriated to 

religious purposes: but although the effect pi** 

duced by an attention to this circumstance is very 

obvious, it seems frequently, and indeed almost' 

•Iways neglected, in our modern Churches; which 

have generally a glare vastly unpleasant to the eye. 

The Stalls are elegantly carved, and painted brown; 

the canopy and curtains belonging to the Bishop's 

Throne are of purple silk, and the back of his Chair 

is covered with velvet of the same colour. 

In the south aisle is a very pompous irtonu-. 
ro^nt, a profusion of carving, gilding, and expence^ 
without taste or meaning. It was erected in mc* 
mory of Edward Earl of Hertford^ son of Edward 
Duke oiS^mer^t (unck to King Edward the sixth) 
and Arm his Duchess. 

In the paYcmcnt of the tfanfsept h a piece oi 
brass, which was originally placed directly utader 
the centre of the tower;- bat by the sinkinj^ of the 
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bliilding it appeartj that the spire has dedined 
from the pcrpeildicular more than eighteen inches^ 
The opinion of Sir Christopher Wren was once 
taken, when it was supposed the spire was in danger 
of falUng, and by his advice this elegant structure 
was so perfectly repaired, that it promises to remain 
long an ornament to the country^ 

The Chapter-Houfcj which is a fine rodtn of an 
octagon form (fifty -eight feet in diameter within the 
vails) has it's roof supported by a single pillar in 
the centre* In the close not far from the Cathe- 
dral there is a charity for the assistance and sup* 
port of the Widows of Clergymen j founded by Seth 
Wardj Bishop of Salisbury j somewhat similar to 
Bishop Morle/s college at Winchester. 

Among various institutions knd establishments 
which do honor to the liberality of this city and 
it*s neighbourhood, must not be forgotten a Concert 
ind Ball every fortnight; to. which all strangers 
are admitted gratis* A Mr. Earie^ who is lately 
dead^. increased the fund set apart for this purpose 



(€5) . 

Jjy * cohskfef able donation;' There is a sfmalt Ini 
firinary, b«it I belieVe itV Jiicome is veiy scanty 
aTfid prccafioas* ' In the centre df the tdwri is a 
vety large Square, is 'w^^ich sti^s the CbuttciK 
House, an ekgant bmldihg, erected by Lord 
Radnor^ R^ord^ of S^Hshtry^ for the trarisactihg 
6f public bu»mes$; but the Size of the Cotirti 
within^ by no means cortespdnds with the appear* 
aace of the dutsrde of the teuitdi*ig: indeed t 
^uld apprehend that a greait' deal of inconveni'^ 
tncc most arise from want of room, particalarly 
at the. Assizesi There is a haftdsome apartment- 
for the accommodation of the Grand Jury, orna- 
mented with several pictures} and atnongtheiia are 
those of Sir Thomas %VhiU^ (founder of Sfc John's 
College, Oxford^) and Joan PopUn^ who wa« a- 
great benefactress to this city. But the principar 
part of the building \& taken up by a Ball-robtn^ 
used also by the gentlemeh of the coumy on p\iblic 
occasions, arid by the Mayor fitnd CarporatiDn At 
their city feasts. This room is rendered capable 
of holding a va^t number of people at table, by 
the contrivance of throwing out fi larfe recess ^ 

E 
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one si6cy opposite the fire places. He^e is a mag^ 
nificent Sute Chair, elegantly carved, for the use 
of the chief magistrate, presented by Lord Radnor^ 
whose picture, and that of Mr. Hussey^ one of the 
Members for the town, are placed in the room* 
There are also some elegant chandeliers. -^iStf/js- 
hury^ being on the great western road, is furnished 
with several good inns. The eels here are peculiarly 
fine flavoured, and found in great abundance in the 
numerous streams of the river ^ von, whose branches 
run thro' every street in the town; but by no means 
contribute either to it's cleanliness or beauty. 

Uciiry Penrudiock Wyndham^ Esq. one of the 
ttpresentatives for Wiltshire^ has a large house at 
Salisbury called the College^ and a very excellent 
Library;— to this gentleman the public are much 
indebted for a welUwritten publication, entitled " a 
view of the Isle of Wight;'' which contains an ac- 
curate description of that garden of England. 

In the garden is placed a very fine old Gothic 
building, once a porch affixed to the north dpor of 
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iiie Cathedral, but removed from thence wtien ttie 
Church was altered, lii it is an Urn, with a in« 
scription commemorating a decisive battle between 
the West Saxons and Britons in the year 552, when 
the capital British fortress Sorbiodunum (now Old 
Sarum) fell into the hands of the Saxons; 

Salisbury^ being built entirely upon a piece of 
flat ground, is not seen to advantage from eithet 
of the roads leading to it. But 1 believe the best 
View of it is from the way by which you approach 
from Sauthamptoni I cannot take my leave ot 
this neighbourhood without mentioning the remains 
of Old Sarum^ which occupy the top of a very high 
hill^ about a mile from the modern city. This 
^ust have been a place of almost impregnable 
strength, before the introduction of the use of gun- 
powder. The intrenchments remaining arc of an 
immense depth, and the different approaches to the 
works so very steep, that an attempt to gain the 
^i^alls, while any inhabitants remained within then^ 
capable of making the least resisunce, must have 
been attended with much difficulty ^nd hazard* 
£a 
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Ken Raving had art opportunity of inspecting ihU 
p!ice with attenfioft, T am unable' to give the par- 
ticulars of it's form or dimensions. The boraugH 
however; belonging to it, which sends two Members 
\d Parliament, consists, ^s I am informed, of one 
small house only. B^ut when we compare thii 
with some other places, where a greater number of 
Electors afford more eJctensive opportunities of 
bribery and corruption, we shall be forced to ac- 
knowledge — that Old Sarum is, comparatively, a 
virtuous borough. 

t am n6w to conduct you back again to Ring^ 
rdood^ whither we returned the next day ; endea- 
vouring to vary the scene as much as possible, by 
crossing the Avon^ and pursuing our journey on 
the eastern bank of that rfver. Leaving Britford" 
House in the morning, we had a view near the river 
side of part of Lord Radnor's seat, at Longford, 
not seen from the road which carried us to Salt's- 
bury : and the water here being shallow, though^ 
of a considerable width, we passed through it on* 
Korsebacky and ascended a hill on the opposite side 
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\rfiich soQH brought us to a Tjery large bous^, he- 
longing to Hr-_Dazviins. We approached thp 
^trance, which is from the east, under a heavy 
portico, supported by a number of Tuscan pillar^. 
The House is of brick, with stone window frames 
and door-cases;' and it stands on a hill, but does 
not command a very extensive prospect : scarcely 
overlooking the plantations about it. But the 
grounds have great capability, and ^re indeed, at 
present, beautifully varied by gentle slopes, and 
shaded with noble beech trees and firs. 

Further on is Mr. Shaftoc's^ another large jiouse 
on the hanks of the Avon; which however is not, 
I believe, seen from it's front. This mansion has 
Very extensive arid convenient offices near it, and 
^ I^rg^ avenue of firs descends to it from the hill 
on the ejst, agreeing very well with the grounds, 
vhicb are laid out in -the antiquated «tyle with great 
fom^ality. Both this and Mr. I) jxt;^m5'5 appear 
to^have. been erected about the time of William the 
%d or Queen Anne; when, with other Dutch 
&ri]ions5 a. most absurd mode of gardening was. 
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introduced into England. And it is *lo this false 
taste that we owe that torturing of Nature, the 
clipping and cutting of shrubs and trees into the 
^gures of men and beasts, 

** To plan that fonnal^ dull, disjointed scene 
Which once was called a garden. Britain still 
Bears on her breast full many a hideous wound 
Civ*n by the cruel pair, when, borrowing aid 
From ^om^tric skill, dicy vainly strove 
By line, by plummet, and unfeeling sheers^ 
To form with verdure, what the builder form*d 

With stone. 

« « « 

Hence the sideloi^g walks 
Of shaven yew; the holly's prickly arms 
Trimi^M into high arcades ; the tonsile host 
Wove, in mosaic mode of many a curl. 
Around the figur'd carpet of the lawn 3 
« # * « 

Xo mar fair Nati^e^s lineaments divine." 

HASON. 

•Mr. Shaftoe's Park is only separated from Mn 
X)awltns's premises by a narrow lane; and if the two 
families were inclined to remove the hedges, and to 
substitute, instead of them, either a light railing or 
m ha-ha, a very fine effect might be produ<:ed| 
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by thus throwing into the view, from each park| all 
the beauties of the opposite grounds. 

A&er having deviated thus far from the direct 
road, we came into it again at Dorvntotiy and pur- 
sued our ride to Ringwocd^ 



j^S 
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CHAP. VUI. 



Road to Lyndhurst — Minstecid- — Royal Stud— The 
Church — CujfneU — Brock-enhunst-^View of the 
J sk of Wight — Lymington. 

Om leaving Ringwoody the road which 
tuns through part of the new forest is remarkably 
yild and uncultivated in most places : but in some 
there are fine large trees, and almost eyery where 
numerous herds of deer are s^cn sporting beneath 
j:heir umbrageous branches. 

One part of this^oad much resembles that 
leading from WinchcsUr 4o Rumsey. It passes 
through a wood where the branches overshadow 
the road, while the trees themselves are at such a 
distance from each other as to admit occasional 
views of the circumjacent country. 

The Isle of Wight is plainly to be seen peat 
a house oi" entertainment called Stony-Crofsy abouj 



fti^i utiles from RUigxuood. We now turnM-i«i 
the right and passed a beautiful cottage belonging 
to Mn Drummond^ who has finished this charming 
retreat with great taste and propriety : the ground$ 
4ire very prettily varied and the- scenery *ound 
-Acm is delightfuL' 

Manor H<mfe at MinUtai^ the seat of MK 
Ccmpton^ (who^e brother is rector of this parish, 
which iocludes LyndhwiU) is on the right hand side 
of the road, and commands a pleasing view of itin 
forest and som^ of the neighbouring villages. 

The approach to Lyndhurst is picturesque.; 
Ithe roads like smooth gravel walks, passing over a 
fine green turf: and several cottages on the rights 
finished with the greatest neatness, are agreeably 
ppposi^ by an extensive opening to' the forest 
^nd irace-cqurse on th^ left, bounded with noble 
?«rood5» 

Although inconsiderable in siae, irregularly 
^}\i^ and apparently Mk or no trade being carrie4 
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di there, Lyndhursi still deserves the attention of 
the traveller, and we cannot deny it's claim to, the 
appeiiation of a delightful Village* 

It stands on unequal ground near the centre 
of the forest, and seems well calculated for the re- 
eidence of those who are fond of the sports of -the 
£eld» Charks the second had a hunting box here, 
and the royal stable is now converted into barracks* 
-The hpuse is appropriated to the use of his Royal 
^lighness the Duke of Gloccsttr as Ranger of the 
new forest* Jt is but a mean building, fronting a 
little meadow, around which is a shrubbery walji: 
and at a small distance from the Church wHich is 
erected upon an artificial eminence. 

This building is very small, but extremely 
neat, and there is a gilt cupola on the tower which 
is seen at a great distance in different parts of the 
fprest. The inside of the edifice corresponds 
exactly with the simplicity of it's external appear- 
ance; and ve attended, with great pleasure, to 
an incpmparable discourse, delivered in it by 



(75 

Mn Compton. Here lies interred, Captain Deane^ 
Aid de Camp to the Earl of Moira, who was un- 
fortunately killed in the neighbourhood by a fall 
from bis horse. There is no Chancel, but a sweep 
at the east end forms a kind of recess, in v^hich 
the communion table is placed, and the pew for 
the Royal Family is close to it on the south side. 
Lyndhurst is only a chapel of case to Minstcad 
before mentioned. 

The road from Lyndhurst towards Stmthamp^ 
ton turns south-east, and passes through the onljr 
regular street in the village ; it afterwards runs in 
a direct line through the forest* 

At the distance of about a mile from Lyni^ 
hurst J on the south-west is a very elegant and com- 
plete house belonging to Mr. Rose Secretary of the 
Treasury, who seems to have spared no cxpence in 
the improvement and decoration of a spot upon 
which Nature had previously lavished her greatest 
charms. The beautiful irregularity of the grounds ; 
^e richness of their verdure; the exuberant foliage 
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<>f th€ uces; and the elegance and taste so ftinply 
displayed in the mansion iiself, conspire to render 
this place one of itje most delightful suiiimer resi* 
dcnces which I have ever seen. 

4 

The house is not large, yet of a convenient 
5izc; but there is a fine room fitted up as a library^ 
%o receive a very valuiible collection of books be- 
queathed to Mr. Rose by the late Earl of Marchf 
mont. This opens into a spacious conservatory, 
prnamented with elegant corimhian pillars of a 
^ooipositioa like Paris plaster but soniewhat hard* 
ft. The dining parlour adjoins the other end of 
the library : these apartmeiits constitute the south 
front of the house, which has a balcony carried all 
jgilong by the windows of tha first story* 

On approaching Cujfnels, a pleasing dtceptio 
pisus is produced by the serpentine direction of the 
foad through the park; which, from the inequal* 
ity of the ground betwecnj seems as if connectc4 
Kith the end of a. gravel walk in Mn Ballard's gar- 
den at Mouni-Rnyaly a pretty villa on the otbe^^ 
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ride^oT Lyndhura. " Mmnt-Roydt sbnattied bf\\t^ 
prd^m Majesty, is a ^mall hous^ tfinisBed in thei 
Ifaliaft style^ with acovfei-fid walk io •fr<^ht o(^ ity 
aftd the gardens, thoiigh lifOt extensivdf ar* diVmi*-^ 
lied by scJriie agreealble waHts, and camiirrand a fine^ 
prdsj^ct of the forest and tht Isk 6f PfTg-A/. - "• 

Ofte othec* habitaticin deserved to lie noticed^ ^ 
JWhich h a handsome house in a well wooded park^ 
just by Lyndhwrst on the road to Lymingtoui, It ^ 
was fdrnicrly the property; and residetrte of Sir* 
Philip Jennings Gierke^ Bart, and now of Mr. 
dickering. The house appears to great advantage 
soon after you have entered the gate of the park, 
which adjoins a neat Lodge by the side of the roadt 
and few situations can be imagined more pictu- 
resque and rural than this spot. 

J*rom Lyndhurst to Lymington the road passes 
first through a thick grove for some miles, (where I 
observed some of the largest stalks of Holly I have 
ever.sceiij , then runs through the village of Brvck^ 
tnhurUy (remarkable only for it's, diminutive* churchy 
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19 extttibtly bad repair, and a fine hotise beloti^^ 
lag to Mr. Moranty) and brings you to an open Heath * 
which extends almost to the entrance of the town 
of Lymington. Here the prospect is perfectly 
beautiful <i-^neat cottages-i-smalt houses finished in 
a rural taste with much elegance-*- the town of 
Lymington and the church — the Isle of Wight with 
it's tremendous cliffs at the west end, and the gen- 
tly rising hills on the east, present themselves in 
front; while, in the back ground, the forest, in aU 
it's native wildness, gives a finish to the picture. 

Lymington is a pretty town ; and it's situation^ 
upon a bed of fine gravel, must render it at all 
times dry and healthy. There are several good 
houses in it, commanding agreeable views of the 
coast, and the opposite shore of the Isle of Wight. 
It has been much occupied, during the present 
war, by different regiments of emigrant troops, 
which have been stationed here, for the convenience 
of readily embarking. 

The living of Lymington was once in the hands 
of Cardinal Wohty; and it is said to have been hi^ 
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first piece of preferment ; he being presented to ic 
by the Marquis of Dorsetshire. 

The most beautiful part of the forest which 
I h^ve seen, is south-west and west of Lyndkurst : 
there it is a perfect grove. — The majestic oak, the 
comely beech, and the spruce holly, arising firoai 
a turf of the liveliest green, afford a complete 
shelter to the numerous herds of deer with which 
this country abounds, and admit just light enough 
to set off the picture to advantage. 

I saw in one plice a perfect Amphitheatre, 
covered with turf, verdant as eternal spring ; 
solemn oaks forming a kind of magic circle, and 
different openings affording a transient glimpse of 
the circumjacent country, where neat white cottages 
are frequently interspersed among the forest trees. 
In the centre was a pool of water, in which stood 
several fine heifers, while others were reclining for 
shade under the beech trees upon it*s banks, in all 
the luxury of rural and romantic beauty, so dC'^ 
gantly described by Thomson, 
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; . " On the grassy banjj 

Some nimmating lie; while others stand 
Half in the flood, and, often bending, sip 
The circling surface. In the middle droops 
• Tlie stroqg labbrious 0X5 of honest front, 
Which incompos'd he shakes; and, from his sides* 
The troublous insects lashes with his tai]> 
Returning still.'* : . \ .. t * 

Eastward of Lyndhursi the forest i« less ple^?.^ 
ing; — arid, bleak, lonely, tremendous bogs, roads 
almost obliterated by the heatb, or lost from disu^. 
Here is a custom of placirig index posts without 
any inscription, pointing to the bogs esteemed 
dangerous; biit they are of little advantage to the 
stranger, who scarcely knows which spot it is in- 
tended he should avoid* 'The greenest turf^ bow- 
ever, is most suspicious; and wherc\^er appears a 
spot remarkably verdant, it almost always, in this' 
part of the New Forest^ covers a bog '' unfathom^ 
ably deep.*' We were near some of these places; 
but those who wish to visit llie interior parts of the 
forest, are usually prudent enough to engigc an. 
inhabitant of one of the neighbouring towns aJ 
tbeir guide. - , 
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A few miles north of Lyndkwrit w Ptol!ftw's'fiarK} 
k.seit of the lafe* Right Honoumbie ifem &ta)kltj^ 
Governor: of (heiUslerof MJ^A^^jiTheiplantadbft 
^hicjb .$Urrouhd ;the:pteasute4grQufads: a6ntam!iipiid{ 
reo^kably fiiifc.trecs^ and.thet?fis;ailarge piecfeoeT 
water^disposedsiti .^isjsrperitiiie.sbap&l jtnit tHciwwwi 
itself is low and meanly biiilt; not at all correspond-* 
ing with the grandeur of the scenery about it. 
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Not far from tbrToad which leads to PaultoiCi 
is in oak tree, celebrated for putting forth it's leaves 
bn Christmas-day. I bad the curiosity to visit it, 
but could distinguish ho' diflFerence between it and 
other trees of th^ satiie species : however, the cir- 
cumstance which {' hay^ mentioned is riot only re- 
fcorded iri history, btit feported to be true by all 
the inhabitants of this part of the country; and has 
gained as much cteditiyithjtkeidDmmon people, a^ 
the idea of second sight among the inhabitants of 
the highlands of Scotland. 

I have already mentioned ^tony-Cross^ in our 
way to L^ndhurst iiomRin^wood. In that part of 
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|iie finrest^ al tke took «£ a kill, is th^ spot where 

|9%ilt4«» i^i^s met with his singubut &te.^ Lord 

Mdawarn has erected a triangularmoiraniem upon 

the place where die oak tree gr^wy against which the 

Jkai arrow glanced^ before it struck t&e tinfortunais 

acntMrch. «i«^Tfae inscription; is as follows.: ^~ 

'i y .••>.'.. . ■•, ^-" . .; i ' - 

. On the first stde^-T-^ 

** Here stood th^ 
Oak Tree* 

Whei^n stt / 

arrow, shot by 

Sir Walter Tyrret 

at a stagy 

glanced^ and 

struck King 

William die second, 

sumamed Rtifusf 

on die txreast, 
of which he inst 

andydied^on 

die second day of 

August^ 

one thousand one hundttd.^: 

The second side^*^ 

« King William 
the second, surnancdf 
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S&&I9 as is 

Wore itelatedi 

was laid in a 

Cart belonging 

to one Purkcsi^ 

and catVied 

from hence to 

Winchesters 

land buried i^ 

the Cathedral 

fehurch of that 

City.?* 

The third side^^ 

^« That where 

an ^vtnt so 

memorable had 

happened might 

not hereafter 

be pnknown: 

this stone 

Was erected bf 

Johrif Lord 

Jbelawarre; 

V^ho has seen 

the tisee 
growing in 
this place: 
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There are now no vestiges of the tree remain- 
ing. We opened the ground near the foot of the 
stone, and within a..raiiing placed for it's defence; 
but I am by no means certain that the piece of 
^ decayed root dug up here was oak. The identity 
of the spot cannot he doubted : the finger of tra- 
dition has regularly pointed it out; and, to confirm 
it's evidence, there is a, place not far distant called 
TyrreVs Ford, from §ir Walter Tyrrel having 
crossed it, in order to make his escape after the 
iGcident happened. 

Aft antique spur^ which is said to have be- 
longed to the King, is; stiil preserved at Lyndhurst^ 
in the house belonging to ttite Ranger of the New 
Forest : and it is reported, that a few years ago the 
wheel of the cart in which the Royal Corpse' was 
conveyed to Winchester^ remained in the possession 
of a peasant living r^ear this spot; whO/was lineally 
descended from the before mentioned Purkess. 

The prospect from. the adjoining hill is truly 
sublime: the. variegated hues of the forest trees, the 
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dark and rugged appearance of the heathy the'^eat^ 
ness of the country cottages around, the distant 
view of Southampton and the river, of the Isle of 
Wight and it's hills, are objects in themselves so 
striking, and which furnish so great a variety of 
ideas, that he must be totally insensible who can 
contemplate such scenery without a mixture of 
admiration and delight. 

It has been frequendy noticed by authors, as 
a mark of divine justice, that both William the 
Conqueror and his successor Rufus came by their 
deaths in the very place which had been the prin- 
cipal scene of their diversions; and where, by de- 
populating the country, they had sacrificed the 
rights and happiness of their subjects to an inordir 
nate exertion of arbitrary power. 

" Even to feed 
A Tyrant's idle sport, the peasant starvM ; 
To the wild herd, the pasture of the tame. 
The cheerful hamlet, spiry town, was giv*n, 
And the brown forest roughen'd wide around." 

TH0MS0N-$ i<^b:^rty. 



Befisre I ccmclude Ais Chapter h i^ay^ not bo 
fmiss to remarks that there is a large inn at LynJU 
tmrs^^ built by this subscription pf the gentlemen 
pf the New Jt7r/i( hunt; where th^ traveller i^ suf^ 
^p t^€e( w^t^ {nps| ^iKcellent enteFtairi|(ien^ 
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CHAP. IX. 



M^rkjh-^he Library^ 

Our road lay through Ringtuood tor 
Wiiiibornt. The drsttmce fixwn Lyndkurst to Ring-^ 
wood is not quite ti^relve miles. We have before 
observed, that the road passes over a very wild part 
of the forest; but you are presented, in several 
places, with extensive prospectS| opening to fine 
romantic scenery. On your left, the Isle of Wi^kl 
v^befqre you, the hills of J>0TsetshiTt'''^^9Jii on iSod 
right those of Wilt shirty not far from Satisiwyi 
Farther on is a fine winding valley; and, at two 
miks distance from i?ff^gia;ooil, a viaw oi CHrisU 
CAi^rfA,and the head of land near it. The parisb 
Church is very large. 

Beyond Ringwood the hills were covered withr 
heftd), and appear black and dtetity. At the en4 
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pf the town arc two bridges, over different branches 
pf the river Avojylbn the Av^estn^r^; bank of which 
General Sir William Howe^ K, B. has a fishing cot- 
tage. There is a hill tp ascend, half a mile from 
Arc river, arid the road afterwards becqmes entirely 
open; presenting a prospect, first of the Isle of 
WighU and afterwards of Purltck : but the cpuntry 
^pund is perfectly barren* Here we lose those 
fine herds of deer, which revered the forest -neat 
Jjyndhwst so .picturesque. , On the hill near R ingz 
tfmd'is a yjey, east\yardly, of the yalley in which 
^^at town is situated, and the riypr yiv.on, with the 
djstaqt hills pf Wiltshire. At this place the road 
divides; pnq track going tq the right, the other 
ki^^ing. to Paple. At some dista^nce, on the left^ 
i^ % large. l\ft\i.se, jvith fir t^ees about it; upon an 
fj[^e|3ice i^uch iexpos€;d to thqwipd, but appear^ 
ing :t03cpjii|i%ftnd>a yieyr pf the s?a, which, even 
IfetfljcwjirJJnst .(jftught a transient glimpse of. We 
turned tp the right for Wimboriie. The ground i? 
covered with heath and furze till within two or three 
ftiles of the towp, where the inclosed fields seemed 
t^p:^?^dorned Avith > unusual yjerdure, when ^ou- 
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I 

trasted with the barren surface of the forest, witfj 
which the eye had been before fatigued. There is 
a large monument or obdisk, at some distance from 
this part of the road ; and near it a' white hou^e, 
sheltered by fine plantations. 

We entered Wimbornc by a bridge over th^ 
litde river AUen^ which below the town falls into 
tthe Stour. The streets are very irregularly built, 
but there is a handsome square. The Market* 
House is small and neat, and the. Church is very 
well worth the tjcpuble of visiting. It is a spacioug 
edifice, with twQ square towers near the west end ; 
and it's form resembles that of it Cathedral. It 
has had a peculiar and exempt jurisdiction ever 
rince the time of Edward the second, who called 
it his *^ free Chapel ;" and. it has now three Minis- 
ters, elected by the Corporation of the town. It 
was formerly a Collegiate Church, and was made 
ft Deanry in the reign of Iftnry the third. There 
are ten suUs on each side of the Choir; but no 
distinguished seats, as in Cathedrals; for th^ Bishop 
^r De^n. 
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The roof of the west body of the Church h 
supported by pillars of the Saxon architecture? 
there arc five op each side; but at the end arc two 
additional pillars, of an octagon fQn% which do 
not appear of equal antiquity with the rest. Per-^ 
haps this part was added to the body qf the Churchf 
K>metii][ie after it's first erection, 

A plain blue stone, in the middle of the Choir^ 
has these words, " JOHN DE BERWICK, 
'0E AN,'^ 1 3 12. In the north end of the transept 
is^an old monument ininetnory of Nicholas Popty 
andnear'it the figure of a skeleton, rudely drawn 
on the wall. This Mr, Po^^j, from the size ^<J 
figure of his tomb,, seems to; have been a person of 
great comfequence, and probably a benelactor test 
Che Church; but that \ could not ascertain. 

The Pont is made of a coarse kind of Bhie 
inarble^ like the steps upon whkh it is pkced, but 
Wtirely withoiut ornament or sculpture. The 
length of tbe^Ghurch is abour^oo feet. TiwHre is 
^ large Organ, placed in a hjiiidsonie G^iHery ov« 
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^ eptrant^e to the Choii^j and near it a Reading; 
Besk, supported by a hi^z^a eagle, tp whi^h yo^ 
ascdtid by a flight of stepa, 

Th^ following lines were copied from a mpnu, 
pient near the south door, in memory, of Edward 
Bvit, A. Bi Master of the Gramnoar School herp^ 
find afterwards qf that ii^^he Close at Saturn. 

** 'Twzis m his rpild, his (ever gpntle heart. 
Each soft aflfection dwelt, devoid of art ; 
His wa« thp tendeJr wish and pitying sigh. 
Domestic Love and feeling Charity ; 
Still fond to give, still ready to bestow. 
He feh a pang at sight pf human woe; 
The poor, the hungry eat his daily bread, 
They eat and blest the pious hand that fed ! 
Thus, loving and belov'd, the path he trod, 
Th^ led to Peace,' to Heaven and his Go€>J * 

The Ghnxch.ulWimhorne is said to havct 
Reea founded ia tbe year 712; and, in Camden' i^ 
Britannia^ a Nunnery is mentioned as having. beei\ 
built here by the Sister of King Ina. It was after-, 
wards a Deanry, whereof Cardinal FoUrwsL^ Deai^ 
^srof which sa^ne circuoistance Isaacson has pre* 
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borate, work, containing an history of all the Mo- 
nasteries and other ancient religious foundations 
in the Kingdom. 

Part of the church appears to remain in the 
priginal state, especially the centre of the building. 
I'here fs a mpnument in a nich in the south wall 
of some eccentric person who was determined, as 
tradition says, to be interred neither in the church 
nor out of it. He certainly took the only method 
of accomplishing this wimsical design — by being 
J3uried in the situation in which his tomb stands. 

Not far from the altar is a monument with 
the following imperfect inscription jn the old text 
characters on a brass border. 

" Conjujc Qttontiam i^cnriti tfourtcnap* 
a^awftiom^ <6xon tt abater €lii0artii €oitt^ 
tcnap ttuper €o*" 

This was Gertrude Daughter of William Lord 
^ioimtjoy^ who with her husbj^nd and others w?is, 
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attainted for holding a corresporidehce with' Citdi- 
nal Pole^ The Marquis of Exeter (Grandson of 
Edward the fourth) was beheaded; but the Mar- 
chioness was pardoned and died naturally. 

In the. east window is a coat of arms within a 
garter, probably of one of the Blounts^ Lord Mount' 
joy. King Ethelred was buried in this town; and^ 
on the demolition of the church where he had been 
interred^ and which is said to have stood at some 
distance from this building, his remains (as the inha^ 
bitants relate) were placed on the north side of the 
altar, with a small brass figure over the grave. ^ 

King Ethelred was buried in the year 872 ;' 
having been slain, as the inscription sets forth, by 
the pagaa Danes. 

"IN HOC LOCO QUIESCIT COR- 
PUS SANCTI ETHELREDI REGIS WEST 
SAXONUM MARTYRIS, QUI A^ DOM. 
% 23 APRILIS, PER M ANUS D ACORUM 
PAGANORUM OCCUBUIT." 
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The letter d, in the word Dacerum, as ^pelt th the ; 
tirass piate, being evidently a mistake of the engrai' t 
Vcn But it is impossible for the body of tlie King J 
to have been deposited beneath the precise spot ] 
where this monuthent is placed, there being a large \ 
Vault supported by airches under atl that part of 
Ae choir, and a passage through it ftx>m the nortli 
to the south side of the <rhur€hi 

There are several pillars in this did cryptji | 

M^me of them circular, other hexagon; and diviife k 

•fervice used to be performed in it every mornings \ 
but the windows are now closed u|>, and it i« very 

damp. There was formerly a spire upon the \ 
church which fell down in the year i6ia 

Lord t'itZ'Peters^ a General who served aritf 
died in France^ desired to be buried hear the before 
^amed Monarch his royal master, and he Was ac- 
cordingly laid in the north aisle, by the side of the 
Wail which separates it from the choir^ 
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Part of ^ stbne figure of this Warrior rcmaitlg 
lying upon aa old tomb very much broken and 
defacecL This nobleman was perhaps employed 
alter the alliance had taken place between Ethelred 
and: Emma, sister of the Duke of Normandy i the 
NoFmam a^ that time ^eing engaged in a war widi 
Rtkcri King of France i but this is only a con-» 
jccture of my own^ for I do not recollect meetinj^ 
wiA the name in history : except that there was oziA 
^offrey fitz^Pdcrs^ a Lord of the regency during 
(he absence of Ricbetrd the first from England^ 
when he visited the Holy Land* 

How iilstructive is the lesson taught us by 
ftese monuments of earthly grandeur! the mou!^ 
dering bones of Kings and Nobles, are hefe blended 
in one common mass with those of the meanest 
peasant. What, though the expressive marble rival 
evch life itself, and the gorgeous sepulchre' rear it*s 
proud arch with all the glittering ornaments of fu- 
nereal pre-eminence ! Can these distinctions shorten 
Death's gloomy reign, or soften that awful sentence^ 
^ Duit thm art^ and unto dust shalt thou return ?" 
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On the south side of the ahar arc two figure! 
in white marhle of John Duke of Somerset zhA 
Margaret his Duchess '^— he was a General' undet 
Henry the sixth, and bore a considerable share in 
the administration of public affairs during that 
reign. His lineage was truly noble and illustrious 
for he was the son of John de Beaufort^ Marqui$ 
oi Dorsetshire and Earl oi Somtrset; nephew of 
Gardinal Beaufort^ Bishop of Winchester i: Atii 
grandisoii 6f the renowned John of Gaunt^ Dute 
of Lancaster^ the son of King Edtn^ari the thirds 
His own sister ^as married to James the firsts Kin^ 
of Scotland^ and his only daughter Margaret to 
£iwdrd Earl of Richmond^ half brother by his 
mother's side (Catherine of France) to Henry tho 
sixth, from which marriage Henry the seventh was 
descended. The above-named Queen of Scots 
was wounded in a vain effort to save her husband 
from assassination, and after the death of that 
Monarch she Was made the guardian of her sori 
during his minority. The Duke's helmet is still 
preserved over the monument. 
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THe custom of placiiig the atmour tff deceased 
warriors near their graves, is certainly of great 
antiquity ; btit I do hot remember being told, By, 
any author, from whence it originated. I have 
somethnes thought the hiilt was taken frdni the 
Roman gladiators, who, whenever they retired 
^rom the exergse of iheir savage filrofession, hung 
up thtiT ii^eapohs, and thost of their vanquished 
enemies, up6n a pillar near the Arena j where their 
combats had been formerly held; 

Thesef vestiges of ancient times, like the mo^ 
nuinents of our forefathers, afford scenes df awful 
reflection^ and a kind 6f gloomy pleasure. To 
tread thesfe sacred walks; %6 read ^ the boast of 
heraldry,''— -to weigh the characters of men who 
fidurished maiiy centuries ago, and to appreciate 
their worthy are impressive siibjects, of great and 
general import. 



" Oft'.Iet me range the gloomy aisles alone> 
(Sad luxury! to vulgar minds unknown,) 
Along die walls, where speaking marbles shew 
What worthier form^the haUow'4 mould belgw; 
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Proud names ^ who once the reins of empire held ; 
In arms who triumphed, or in arts exceil'd ; 
Chiefs^ graced with scars, and prodigal of blood j 
Stem Patriots, who for sacred freedom stood ; 
Just Meriy by whom impartial laws were giv'n j 
And SaintSj who taught and led the way to heav'h." 

T. TIGKELt, 



At the west end of the Church is a very re- 
markable Clock;, in the face of which the figure 
of the Smj, which passes round a circle, indicate* 
the hour, while two balls, one fixed in the centre, 
and the other in the first or innermost circle, 
represent the Earth and the Moon* When the 
Clock strikes, the figure of a Soldier, on the 
outside of the Tower^ beats with a hammer upon 
alitttebelL 

There are several chests in the Church, rudefy 
fojrmed out of solid blocks of wood, and having 
four or five locks to eaCh. They were formerly 
intended as receptacles for the money arising from 
an estate ift this neighbourhood, bequeathed, irt 
support of a school, by M^r^are^ Countess Dow- 
ager of Richmond^ and mother of King Henry the 



seveiith; To this lady arid her fkmiiy the T^owri, h 
MtW as the Church, k much indebted. 

The Kiqg's AriiiiS are j)ainted upon theOrgari' 
Gallery, with the figures of Justice arid Mercy oii 
fc'iiher side. In a small library belonging to the 
Church, some curious old books are preserved,— ^ 
The works of the Fathers, a fine Polyglot Bible^ 
fiakcr*s Chronicle, &c. &c; 

But little is said of the town of Wimhoritt iti 
history.-^ On thd death of Alfred^ Ethdwatd bii 
nephew collected an armed forces arid took posses- 
sion of it, with an intention of opposing Edward the 
Elder, son of the deceased King; but was soon driven 
Jronl thence by a greait army, and compelled xb seek 
tefuge in Normandy ; from whence returning into- 
Northumberland^ he again assembled his Partizarisi 
ind occasioned much alarm to the riew King, bJ^* 
feakitig an incursion into the very centre of his dp-^ 
iiiinions : where, however, his forces wete at length- 
defeated, and himself slairi,-— AfattA^w Prior i\ tOoA 
to have Bedi born here. 



sm 
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There is a good bridge of twelve arches over 
t\\t river AlUn^ near it's junction with the Stnur^ 
on the south side of the town; over which we were 
condacted to Jtfc r/<ry, the seat of Mr, WilletL 

The House suhds on very high grouhd, 
and commands a view df Wimborne and ths hills 
beyond. 

The Entrarice-riati is brnaihentedl with seVer^l 
fine marble busts, and a statue of Ralph WilUU^ £s(|^ 
unck to the present proprietor of the mansion. 

There is a noble Saloon, and several other 
apartments, very elegantly furnished; but above 
all, a most magnificent Library, fitted up whh su- 
perb mahogany cases, and containing one of tho 
best collections of 3o0ks in England. The authors 
of> diflFercnt branches^ of scieoce and literature are 
properly arranged in classes, and the books arc 
generally done up in the most costly bindings.— ^^ 
The dimensions of the room arc eighty-three feet by . 
apwards of twenty, and the height in proportiotK 



The library is connected to the body of the hous^ 
by a Colonnade, and there is a similar building at 
each corper for differeat purposes ; which, though 
tery useful, so far as they serve to increase the 
size of the house, give iti extemsdly^ an heavy 
awkward appearance. 

The building is of brick, with the arms of the 
family in a pediment over the entrance, which is 
by a small flight of steps, by no means correspond^ 
ing with the grandeur of the house. The kitchen 
garden is in the old style, aqd very little attention 
seems to have been paid to the pleasure grounds, 
aUkough they are capable of great improvement. 

The road from Mcrley to Wimbornek. affords 
a very agreeable ride; but in consequence of the 
windings of the intervening riyer, the distance is 
much greater than it seems to be, when the hcuse 19 
viewed from the opposite side of Wmhornt. 




^ 
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CHAP. X. 



j^ingUon-Hall Badhury Rings —-Kcynsion -rr-:^ 

Blandford Forum ----^BryanUonc Park. 

JLeAVING Wimhorne^ we purstied a 
western direction, rather incliqing to the north; 
and having passed through at narrow lane for a mile 
and half, came to Kingston Hall, a '^ell-built family 
house on the left, the property oiHtnry Banksy Esq.^ 
grandiQn of Sir Ralph Banls^ who built it in 1663. 
The grouiids are planted with firs and beech, and 
there ar^ several clumps on some of the neighbour- 
ing hills. James Duke of Ormond was excessively 
fond of this place, where he passed a great deal of 
his time, and at length died here. There is said to 
be a fine collection of paintings^ by Sir Peter Lely 
and Vandyke^ still preserved in the house. 

Ascending a hill, near the entrance to Mr. 
Banks' s^vf^ ^ame upon the downs; from whence ^ 
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a view of an ancient encampment, on the summii 
of a lofty eminence* Another hill brought us to the 
third miie-stone from Wimborne^ and after descend- 
ing through an enclosed country, vFe approached 
the foot of the Down on which the .fortification 
before mentioned is situate. 

My curiosity was never better repaid than by 
deviating from the direct road to take a more par-i 
ticular view of this piece of antiquity. It is called 
by the country people Badbury-Rings^^ probably 
from the three circular ditches with which it is en- • 
compassed. Thfese lines of circumvallation are 
of a prodigious depth ajnd remain entire. The 
circumference of the outer circle must be upwards 
of a mile, and the intervals between the ditches are, 
at least, thirty yards broad. Upon an eminence in 
thfe centre is a sort of Keep, from whence the pros- 
pect extends several miles a round. 

Here is a plantation of fir^ and among them 
(k'finc spring of water on the very top of the 
hill. The lines are exactly drawn, and there 
?)re two principal entrances opening directly from 
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the north and south, with a kind of pdstem 6n 
the north-west This work has been attributed to 
the Romans, and some of their coin and urns arc 
said to have been dug up here in the last century ; 
but besides that the form of the entrenchment dif* 
fers from what was generally used by the Romans, 
who always preferred the square, when the ^ound 
.would admit of it; the termination of the name as 
continued to this day is clearly of saxon origin. 

There is a tradition that this was the palace of 
tomeof the West Saxon Kings--<-andi/iE«^cAm5 in his 
^ History of Dorsetshire'* has preserved the old 
nameof Babai) Bypij but there are npw no traces 
of walls, nor even the least appearance of stones 
about the spot. We were told, indeed, that a few 
years since, a quantity of small pebbles was dis^ 
covered here, such as were formerly used when 
slings constituted a part of our implements x>f , 
'^ar- In this fortificatiqn Eiward the Eldei: post- 
ed himself, when he designed to make an attacl( 
ppon Ethelwaldj who bad shufc himself up in ^C 
|;owix of Wimborne as already stated. 
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' } liave before observed, that the Romans at^ 
Vays chose the square form of encampment, and 
only deviated from it when the situation or nature 
of the ground rendered such Variation necessary :— -j 
the Briton^ Saxons and Normans almost invariably 
made circular intrenchments, and opposed their 
entrances to the cardinal points of the Compass. 
I do not mean that this rule was so strictly attended 
to, as a certain autl^or imagined, who has gone before 
me on this sijbj ect-t^nd who, whenever he met with 
an encanipment whiph did not exactly conform to it, 
set himself to wqrk in, order to prove th^t the me^ 
rjdian was altered by course of time. 

The Rqmans usually fixed their stations a$ 
licar as possible to a river; and where they could 
so contrive it, ^t the confluence of two smaU 
streams: ai^d as it would not have been difficult 
to find a situation, not far from the place before 
mentioned, which would have admitted of a forti- 
fication of the same shape usually preferred by the 
Romans, and rendered eligible by their favorite 
aualification of a running water— I have no hesi- 
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tation in giving an opinion different from that of 
$ome Antiquaries who have described this place — . 
that the Castrum jEstivum Badbury^ was not of 
Jloman but of Saxon original. 

A little further are three Barrows on the left of 
the road: one appears as if it had beisn opened, and 
there is another on the right, rather larger. 

The prospect opens to the south-west, while 
before you the country is enclosed, and abounds 
with fine underwood. -r— Here we came to the little 
village of Keynston^ lying between two hills in the 
piidst of corn fields, and having a. fine stream bf 
water running through it, which soon empties it- 
self into the Stour. After ascending a hill we came 
to another Down sprinkled with ash trees, and 
uppn an eminence on the left, is a circular encamp^ 
ment with two rings or lines of eircumvallation, 
now, nearly obliterated. Whether any decrsive 
battle has been fought near this place, history doe§ 
not say ; nor does tradition assist the researches of 
the curious: but there are several tumuli in the 
pcighbourhood; apd it is evident th?it these work^ 
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^ust have undergone cqnsiderabie changes' since 
they were first thrown up. Perhaps the barrows it| 
f his place miglu be qf JDanish origin, this however i% 
SL clrcurii$tance very difficult, and indeed almost im? 
possible tQ ascert^n. One pf them was ppened some 
year& ago, iarfd it was then suppQse4 from it's form 
and diojensions, that a; great number of bodies fa$id 
beea interred iff it; but no discovery was inade t<| 
^h?^ people it's foundatioQ 3hQuld be ^ttribi^ted, 

Frpm this, place is a view of the town of 
Blandfoxd^ dixid Bryanstone-T^.Tk^ the seat of Mr, 
Portmm. The roiid afterwards descends irregularly 
till it reaches Blaftdfordj at the entrance of which is 
an old farm-house still retaining a monastic appear- 
apce. The streets are spacious* and well built;; 
*ome of them are paved with free-stone, but coni^ 
Hionly with flints; and there are two good Inns. 
Qp the north side of the principal street, is a hand- 
some inarH^t house atxd town hall of white stone, and 
in the western part pf the town is an assembly room. 
The thuTCh is small but finished in a very elegant' 
gtyle^a^d placed in a fiue bro^d streeti 



^ Slartdfcrd Forum has suffered a great <JeaI by 
fire, having been three or four times accidentally 
turnt. The last conflagration happened in 1731, 
vhen the Church and great part of the town was 
consumed, and fourteen inhabitants perished in the 
'flames. The architect employed in re-building it 
vas a Mr. Bdstard; who has erected a kind of 
porch, supported by pillars^ over a large pump 
near the Church-yard; with an inscription, setting 
forth— the particulars of thiit calamitous event 
-r-his success in re-building the town, which has 
arisen '* like a Phcenix from it's ashes" — and his 
liberality to the poor, to whom he gave 600/. aD4 
i^'as otherwise a great benefactor. 

The river Stour runs on the western side of 
£landfordj under a neat stone bridge, which is the 
boundary of Bryanstone^Fsirk. The grounds be- 
longing to this delightful seat are uncommonljr 
beautiful.. You approach the house by a most 
agreeable walk of fine turf, through a shrubbery 
planted with the choicest trees, extending like ^ 
screen along a slope reaching from the bridge ta 
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ihc Mansion-house ; and enjoy a luxuriant pro^*: 
J)ect of a rich park well stocked with deer, and so 
full of gamCj tliJit hares^ pheasarlts and partridges 
are almost constantly crossing your path— -the ri- 
ver StoUr^ bending it's course through the grdund*^ 
and forming a small cascade in view of the house, 
—and the town of Blandford dn the opposit^i emi- 
nence. The house is built of Portland stone, iu 
Ae modern taste, the front being ornamerited with 
pillars of the doric order* It is placed on a rising 
ground, at the extremity of the shrubbery, which 
shelters it on one side, and hides the offices and 
stables which are both large and elegant. 

Among a variety of scarce treea^ which are 
cultivated here vexy carefully, is the purple Beech^ 
a species of that tree with the baifk and leaf of d 
trimson, colour; which has a very pleasing effect^ 
vheii contrasted with the spruce and silver firs^ 
which grow in almost matchless beauty; There 
were several cages full of Golden Pheasants and cu- 
rious Fowls, and iaone of them was a^ fine Eagle* 



CHAP. Xl 



Milton Abbey — Gothic Hall*— Pictures'^ Chafxl^^ 
Canal — Village of Milton— Child Ockford'^ 
Stourminster-Nexoton — Stock-Houfe. 

^f E rode from Blandford to exaitoine 
the Earl bf Dorchester's seat at Milton Abbey^ whicK 
every orte should sec who makes a tbur of thi^ 
part of the country; It is about seven or eight 
miles west of Blandford: the road to it is not re- 
markable, excepft in one place, where it presents ^ 
very fine prospect to the north-west; 

We descended into the garden between two 
neat lodges, having on each side a great hedge of 
laurel planted upon sloping ground, on the ridg^ 
of which is a row of high fir-trees of various kinds. 
This walk terminates in a noble avenue of elniJ' 
through which yoift catch a view of- the opposite 
hill, studded with green tufts of furze and broom. 
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The pleasure grounds form a small irregular val- 
ley, remarkably rich m verdure, into which the prin- 
cipal front of the house looks* The building is of 
white stone, in the Italian taste; but the Guides in- 
fonxned us, that it was intended to correspond with 
the fine gothic remains of the Abbey.contiguous. It 
is certain, however, that it has no resemblance to that 
kind of architecture, except in the form of the win- 

The entrance is under an arched gate- way, into a 
court-yard paved with flag stones; and opposite the 
door you come in at, is a magnificent hall, perfectly 
gothic, with a fine fret-work ceiling, and decorated 
on all sides with, numerous coats of arms : among 
which tte rebus of a Mill and a Tun often occurs. 

This room fills the mind with the utmost venera-' 
tion for the memory of our ancestors, by conveying 
to us, at once, an idea of their magnificence and hos- 
pitality. In such apartments as these did 

" Throngbg I&nights, acnd Barons bold, 
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold ^'* 
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aftd, while within thcic walls convivial festi^it^ 
gladdened each social hearty the distribution of be- 
nevolence without^*- cotnforted the weary pilgrim 
and the distressed mendicant: Here, in the ruder 
ages 6f unpolished manners, sat the mighty Chief- 
tain, proudly pre-eminent; recounting his warlike 
achievements to admiring guests; and celebrating 
the praises of ]nls Keroie ancestors, while flowing 
bowls were quaffed in remembrance bf their fame; 
^he proud Baron, here, planned the schemes of his 
martial exploits; arid here^ in revels and carousals, 
commemorated preceding victories. Here^ he re- 
ceived the homage of his dependents, and dictated 
the feudd and despotic mandates by which his 
vassals were governed! — ^This fine apartment is of 
a very large size, paved with white stone, and fdr^ 
lushed with marble tables and mah6gany seats, 

'* Here,' the ample hall behold ! 
Where noble Chiefs and Barons bold, 
Rush'd with blftod, from fight or chace; 
Ambitious of heroic race. 
Hung their hostile trophies hig^. 
And, shondng, shook the ambient sky:' 
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His harp the hoary Minstrel stnmg. 
And legendary numbers su6g — 
War's inexorable flame, 
And darmg deeds of matchless fame 9 
While rhe gobtet, circling round, 
EvVy softer peission drown'd.'* 



The drawing room is not large, but most ele- 
gmtly furmshed. The chairs are covered with 
red morocco leather, and have giU framts. The 
pictures are, as follows r^—J'aAn the great .Duke of 
^ Maribvroughi — Sarah his Duchess, — Joseph JDa-- 
ner^Eiq. — Johnlhirrier^Esq. — Joseph Lord MUr. 
tm^*^ Caroline Lady Milton^ — Lionel Duk^ qf 
Dorsttj and hk Duchess. 

The Library is a small neat room, and seems 
to be fitted up for use rather than ostentation. 
In it, are half length portraits of Sir Edward Coke^ 
—Lord Chancellor. Harrfwxc^e, — and KingWiltiaiii 
the third. The ceilings of this suite of rooms 
were executed by Wyatt.; and they are all furnished 
and hung with pea green sattin; and have h^ndsoliie 
^jmney pieces of different coloured marbles in 

H 
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the modern taste. You next come tp a bed cham* 
ber, furniJihed like the rest, and containing pictures 
of the honourable John Darner and Lady Milton. 
The carpets of jail these rooms are very superb, 
but the floors are so highly polished,' that you can- 
pot step upon the boards with safety. 

In a small dressing room are some pretty 
sketches and drawings from nature, 'by the ladies 
of the femily: among them I 'observed a view 
of Milton Abbey, which seemed* to be very well 
finished. In another room is a fine head of a. 
Jewish Rabbi; and, over the chifrtney. Lady Httily 
M^ Lead. In a bed chamber adjoining^ Lord MiUcn. 
and Lord George Sackville. In another. Lord 
Hardwicke, and tw4> very old figures whose names 
I could not discover. In a third, the present Earl 
of Dorchester and the late Lady Milton^ by Sir 
%oshua ^evnolds. 

The stair case is of white stone, with an iron 
baliistrade and plain mahogany rail, without any 
prhament. In the first apartment above^ is a goqd 



J 
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painting of London^ and half lengths of the Duko 
and Duchess of Dor set j and of jfohn Darner, Esq. 
with the date 1674. The suite 6f apartments on 
the west side of the house is hung with beautiful 
white silk damask, with window curtains and chairs 
to match 2 and the fire places are astonishingly su- 
perb — the borders pf sopoie pf thp register stovca 
being pf silver. 

In the Ball Room, which is very large and 
elegant, are several fine pictures ; among them,— 
Edward Hyde^ Earl of Clarendon, — Lord Newport^ 
-=-a Friar with a skull before him, by Titian^ un- 
commonly well executed.— King Charles's Queen, 
the daughter of Henry the fourth of France, and 
Jeffrey Hudson her favourite Dwarf, — Henrietta^ 
Duchess of Orleans^ — an incomparable head of 
Rembrant, by himself, — -'the cruel Duke of Aha 
on horseback*,' — a. view of shipping, — Romulus and 
iJm2^5,-r-St. John in tht wilderness. The State 
3ed Chamber, which adjoins, is less, magnificent 
than the other rooms : the bed and furniture are 
Vifbi^9 silk damask. From hence the perspective;^ 
Ha 
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tTirdugli all this range of apartments, is very pleas- 
ing. Descending a stair case you approach the 
Ghapel, which is the remaining body of the Abbey 
connected to tl^c house by a Colonnade. 

The inside is fitTed up like the choir of a <Ca- 
thedral, but the pulpit and stalls ar(j modern. Near 
the entrance, in the north end of the transept, is 9 
handsome monument of white marble, erected in 
memory of the right honourable Lady Caroline 
MHidrij daughter of his Grace the Duke of Dorset j 
ihd Lady of the present Earl o{ Dorchester ; who 
has placed his own figure, in a recumbent posture, 
feying his Lady with looks of the tenderest afFec^ 
tion. In the window over this monument, are se- 
veral coats of arms in stained glass. 

Behind the altar is a gothic screen, similar to 
that in Salisbury Cathedral. The altar itself is of 
variegated marble, divided into pannels or com- 
partments, with a coat of arms in the centre of each* 
This was originailly the monument of an Abbot, 
^hich was discovered a few years ago, when the 
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. Chapel was finished iri it's present form. Thete i$ 
an Organ placed over the entrance into the Choir,- 
^with a great deal of carving about it, in imitatioQ 
6f the gothic architecture of the tuilding: 

In the stalls iiext the entrance are .two very 
old paintings on wood, that oh the right, a figure 
b{ King Athehian with these words — • 

t)n tke left, the figure of a Woman holding si bird 
in her hadd. TJiis was mo^ probably designed to 
reprcsedt King AthcUtan's Mother, w^tf was al^o 
buFied here. In the isouth transejy; is the model qf 
ft^pire said to have been iaten<fcd, for this churcK 
but never erected: and there l* atf elegant font 
B9»de of $ome compositipni so'tf^to resemble one 
entire §tO0e. 'the choir is pav^d with nwtflpk, and 
the body of th$ church wtfh W.hke stonp. 

Vin oi this elegant strijicture was? destroyed 
by fire in tke year 1309, and has n?ver beep re- 
baiit, but the rex»ainder was preserved wi^tr great 
fiare^ haviog been lever since that period, tii6 rcai- 
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dence bf the Darner family. King Athehtan wa*, 
as has been before related, the founder of this 
edifice; and of him it ought to be remarked, that 
amidst a perpetual series of warfare and confusion, 
during almost his whole reign, this Monarch was 
ever attentive to the interests of Christianity and 
ever zealous in the encouragement of piety and 
religion. In his reign the scriptures were transla- 
ted into the Saxon language* 

The prospect of the abbey and the house is 
extremely elegant and striking from every part. of 
the garden, and particularly, from a very well 
imitated ruin by the side of a venerable grove on the 
north west. The Earl of Dorchester has taken great 
pains to improve this place, by digging a fine lake; 
but his endeavour's do not at present succeed in 
keeping the water within it's banks. 

, His Lordship has also expended a great sura 
of money in causing the houses which composed 
the Town of Milton (alias Middieton) to be entirely 
demolished; the principal design of which was to 
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iflcredse the size of the pleasure grounds, and tc> 
improve the approach to the house. The present 
Village of Milton is built on a rising ground near 
the site of the old Town, and the Cottages, which 
^e finished very neatly^ exactly correspond: they 
are covered with thatch, and every house has a 
small garderi attached to it. The church has been 
I'ebuiitand is haridsothely finished; ind on the 
opposite side of the street, is a building fof the re- 
ceptidn of aged and infirm paupers. Few prospects 
can be imagiiied more picturesqilfe than the viex\r 
of iht Abbey arid the Mansion-house, sheltered by 
rioble woods whose appearance bespeak their anti* 
ijuity. 

There is a.good storie bridge over the end of 
the Lak,e before mentioned, leading from the Vil- 
lage to the Park. We had an agreeable ride from 
this place to Blandford^ through a very romantic 
wood, in some places, almost impervious, which 
brought us to a lofty hill, from whence we had a 
view of the cliffs of the Isle of Wight^ the Isle of 
Purbeck 9ndC orfe Castle. 



( 120 ) 

This part of the country seems to abound in 
medicinal plants, among them I observed in the 
\¥ood just mentioned, a vast quantity of the wild 
sage, which has. been deservedly celebrated for it's 
efficacy, in obstinate RheupaatisB^ and some other 
disorders. 

The road from Blandford to Sherborne passes 
Bryanjlone Park, of whose beauties 1 have already 
attempted to convey a faint idea: and entering up-, 
on a winding valley there is a beautiful view on 
the left, of a Village called Durwichy situated among^ 
the most verdant meadows; and over^topped by 
hills covered witii corn intermixed with flowers of 
various dyes and exhibiting— 

** A gaily chequerM heart expanding view. 
Far as the circling eye can stioot around.** 

Here the road divider, one branch going up 
a steep hill to Stour-Painey the other, turning to the 
left, leads, to Stourminster'Newion and Sherborne, 
We rode through the Village of Durwich^ and as- 
cending a very high hill, observed a fine encaHpip- 
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ment on the right, evidently Roman. There ^rQ 
some lines of cpntravallation perfectly visible on, 
a neighbouring eminence ; and beyond is another, 
camp, which from it's circular form I conjecture 
to have been of Saxon origin. 

In the bottom, between these two hills, is • 
Haniford house a large old building somewhat in 
the Monastic stile; which is the residence of Mr. 
Seymour^ but I could not procure any forther in- 
formatipa respecting it. On the right is the church 
of Qhild'Ociford embosomed among trees, with fine 
Dowas about it> studded with little green tufts o£ 
furze and heath. 

Descending into a valley we came to Shillings 
stont^ a small Village abounding with orchards: 
and soon J^ft^r we had j)assed it, the road again, 
divides, thq kfi branch going to Ockfori^ the right 
to Shaftsiuryj jvnd the central one, which is very 
close, stony, and uneven, leading to StourminsUr. 
Here we crossed: several streams of wator, which 
run in various directions, and in wet seasons the 
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floods afe said to be extremely dangerons, of which 
passengers have notice by an index post,. near a 
place called Biddleford. From an opening to the 
right, you have a fine view of the river Stour^ me- 
andering through rich meadows; and the town of 
StoutminsUr on an eminence beyond it. 

A chrcumstance which makes a Very, pleasing 
addition to most of the prospects which I have 
seen, in this part of the kingdom, is, the general 
appearance of the Churches; which are almost all 
in the gothic style, built with well cut brown stone, 
and ornamented with pinnacles. Before \ve arrived 
at Stourminster^ we caught a view of a handsome 
house, situate on an eminence, at a considerable 
distance northward. The road into Stourminster- 
Newton winds to the right, where there is a very 
fine old bridge over the Stour^ which flows from 
north to south, in an irregular course and with a 
gentle current, from it's origin at Stourheadivt 
Wiltshire. This Bridge is said to have connected 
the town with Newton Castle, of which there are 
now no vestiges to be traced. 
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Stourminster-Newton is a small town, remark- 
ably ill built, but excessively full of inhabitants, 
who are employed in the manufactory of serges 
and woollen cloth. The Church appears to be 
large and ancient, but I had not time to visit it. 
Leaving this place, we proceeded over a large pas- 
ture ground, through a finely variegated and rich 
country, abounding with corn fields, from which 
the eye agreeably wandered to the distant hills, 
whose summits are crowned with wood. 

A pretty neat Village Church, peeping through 
a group of large elms on the left, next offered it- 
self to our observation; and, farther on, an Obe- 
lisk upon the right. 

The road then turns off for Stalbridge^ and an- 
other branch of it goes to Stock House : and, after 
passing a large wood, we came to a white house 
belonging to Major Burland^ the entrance to which 
is by an avenue leading from the side of the road , 
and near it is a little picturesque Church, sur- 
rounded by a shriibbery* 
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We afterwards passed a small villalge, and 
had an extensive prospect tdwards the south-west. 
About half a mile from Sherborne, you descend 
a hill which has been cut through, to facilitate the 
passage of carriages : the cliff is nearly thirty feet 
perpendicular, on each side* 
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CHAP. XII. 



-«»«^%«« 



Shtrior%e-Castle-*^Gallant dtftnct^-^Town of Shtr^ 
borne - — Church ^^^Mofmments "^Inscriptions* 

Sherborne Castie, the seat of the 

Earl of Digby^ stands in a well wooded Park, by 
the side of a fine piece of water. This noble 
mansion was built and inhabited by Sir Walter 
Raleigh. It was garrisoned for the King, in the 
civil wars, and hotly besieged by Fairfax; who 
pushed the attack with so much vigour and perse- 
verance, that it is related of his soldiers, that while 
their cannon played hard upon the castle, they 
fetched off their bullets from under the very walls, 
and received 65. for every shot. Sir Lewis Dives 
had his own regiment, and 150 old soldiers besides, 
in the castle ; who were at length willing to cap}* 
tulate : but their terms not being acceded to, they 
sustained a further attack, till the enemy entered 
by storm. 
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The highest part of the grounds commands a 
good view o( Sherborne^ which has a very* ancient 
appearance, in consequence of being built with 
rough brown stone. Sherborne derives it's appel- 
lation from the river which flow* through it ; the 
Saxon name for which was Scipe-bupn ; that is, a 
clear stream : and hence it has been denominated, 
by monkish historians, Fons clnrus or limpidus. 

The town stanJs upon very unequal ground, 
the streets are narrow and crooked, and, however 
distinguished it may have once been, there are now 
po vestiges of it's former iipportance, excepting 
the Church, which is a large handsome pile of 
building. Even this, however, when you come to 
examine it, falls infinitely short of what it's external 
appearance seems to promise. There is a Chapel 
on the northeast side of the chancel, and stalls 
like ^ Cathedral ; but of what antiquity they are^ 
I could not exactly ascertain. 

It is certain that there ^as a monastery here, 
^t a very early period, afterwards converted by 
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King Ina into a Bishop's See, from whence sprung 
the Dioceses of Wells and Exeter. On the removal 
of the see, this edifice, which was anciently the 
Cathedral, became then the Conventual; and, at 
the dissolution of monasteries in Henry the eighth's 
time, the Parochial Church. 

Bishop Godwin^ in his " Commentaries," has the 
following passage :-" Pgnec anno 705 Sherbornense 
I^onasterium^ in Ecclesiam Cathedralem commuta- 
turn est J et inter alias hx quo que repones Dioecesi 
ejus inclusar. Post annos deinde ducentoSj anno ni^ 
mium 905, PLEGMENDUS Cantiiariensis Ar- 
chiepiscopus (ad Regis mandatum) sedes Cathedrales 
ires novas erexit — Wellia: in Comitaiu Somersetensi 
unam^ in Cornubia^ aliain^ ac tertiam^ denique^ in 
Htvonia'' 

There is a large monument in memory of 
two Brothers, whose names according to the infoi- 
mation of our Guide were John and Edward 
Harcy, perhaps it might be D'Arcy, but as theie 
15 DO inscription legible, this is only a conjecture, 
ftey have however thp dates of 1546 and J564. 



The Architecture of the church is of the ira- 
f>r6ved gothic; and it's length upwards of two 
hundred feet:— ^ear the east end is a stone placed 
in remembrance of a great Hail-Storm which hap- 
pened in May 1709, and caused $0 violent an 
inundation, that the doors df the church were 
forced open and a great deal of the pavement torn 
up. The Sjixon Kings Ethelwald (or as Sir Rich-- 
ari Baker calls him Ethelbald)a.nd Ethdbert his 
5on are said to have been buried here, but their 
monuments are not now to be traced: nor is it 
known in what part of the building their remains 
were deposited. One of the Earls of Bristol was 
interred here under a sumptuous monument. 

There is an whole length figure of that 
nobleman with his coronet in his hand; a vein ii^ 
the marble of the left leg near the knee, represent- 
ii|g a mortification which occasioned his death. 

The following verses by Mr. Pope are in- 
scribed on the monument of Robert the second son, 
afed Mary the eldest daughter of William \jyci 
Digby^ who both died young. 
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** Go ! fair example of untainted youthj 
t>f modest Reason and pacific Truth ; 
Go ! just of worth, in ev'ry thought sincere, 
Who kniew no wish, but what the world might hcarV * 
Of gentlest manners, unaffected mind; 
Lover of Peace and Friend of human kind ; 
Composed in sufferings and in joys sedate, 
Good without iibise, ^vithout pretensions great. 
Go live ! for heaven's eternal year is thine^ 
Go ! and exalt thy moral to divine. 
And thou too close attendant on his doom, 
Blest maid ! hast foUowM to the silent tombi 
Steer'd the same course^ to the same quiet shore, 
Not parted long, and now to part no more. 
Yet take these tears, mortality's relief, 
And till we share your joys, forgive our grief ; 
These little rites a stone and verse receive, 
Tis all a. Father^ all a Friend can give.'' 

Mr. Pope has not been always happy in the com- 
position of his Epitaphs j and this, perhaps, has no 
t)articular claim to our approbation; yet I confess 
I think the last lines have some merit, and not the 
kss for the sentiment being borrowed from Ovid. 

Here is a monument v with two figures in the 
dress of about the Ceign of Elizabeth^ but no in-* 
Kription. The Arms are, in a field sable^ threi 

I 
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hdttU^xes argent x^^^knA in atiothcr pArt 6F th^ j 
fchurch is a very old tomb of a Bishop who has i, 
crQ«i€r in his hands but the name is unknown. The \ 
two families of fitz- James and Fitz-Paynt are ] 
interred here, but no particular account of the for- | 
mer has been preserved. The latter was possessed ] 
of the Lordship of Ock/otd in this County. The j 
church was rebuilt in the time of Henry the sixth, j 
but the porch on the south side not having suffered j 
by firCi like the rest of the old building (which was j 
burnt by some factious townsmen) still exhibits a ! 
portion of the Saxoji architecture, in a strong cir- 
cular arch with zig-zag ornaments. There is a re^ 
markably large bell here^ said to weigh sixty thousand 
pounds^ which was brought from Taumay^ and pre^ 
sented by Cardinal Wohey; with this inscription* 

** By Wolsey^s gift, I measure time for all^ 
To mirth, to grief, to church, I sorvc to call.'* 

"Part of £he cloister and great hall of the Abbey 
is still remaining in a ruinous state near the church : 
and the more emire part pf that building is now 
used as a malthQUse^ ^ 



CHAP. XIIL 



lliahylon Hill-^Newton ScrftMnvilk^^Ytovil^Wist- 
Coier — Haslebury -^ Crew kern ^^ JSinion Sh 
George-'^ProspecU^-^Chard. 

On the \rest of Sherborne is si fine val- 
ley, rich in pasturage ahd corii fields, interspersed 
with apple trefes; and near the rdad to Yeovil I 
observed a fine avenue which leads towards a large 
mansion house. Ilere we suddenly arrived at a 
most beautiful and romantic spat called Babylon 

bin. 

*' Heavens ! what a goodly prospect spreads around^ 
Of hills, and dales, and woods, and lawns, and spires^ 
And glittering towns^ and gilded Streams/' 

tH0MPS0N» 

The road winds down a very steep declivity, 
*hichp, but for the serpentine course of the path. 
Would be extrepaely difficult and dangerous. The 

I 2 
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tlifFs oh each side are near thirty feet in perJ)eH- 
dicular height,^ and the different colours of the 
strata which have been cut through, are finely 
Contrasted by the varied hues of the shrubs and 
bushes which grow in romantic luxuriance out of 
the rocks« 

A little further to t!ic left of the road, Is att old 
mansion sheltered by a hanging wood, now called 
Newton hall, but formerly Newton Sermonville^ the 
residence of Mr. Harbin. The manor was an- 
ciently held by the family of Sermonville (which 
was of Norman extraction) by a very remark- 
able tenure, viz. of paying yearly into the Exche- 
quer, a new table-cloth, ten ells long, and a towel 
five ells loiig. 

Yeovil is in Somersetshire^ and a bridge of t,hrec 
arches, at the entrance o^ the town, separates that . 
county from Dorsetshire. The Church is a fine 
gothic structure in the form of a cross, and seems 
from the number and proportion of the windows, to 
have been very magnificent in ancient times^ , 
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On leaving Yeovil we passed a spacious house 
with a pleasant garden on a hill, where the road 
turns off for Beaminster J Dorchester^Sind WeymotUh. 
We were conducted through dose sandy lanes to 
the little village of West-Coker^ and passed along 
an extensive valley, bounded on the west by high 
hills. The country is here full of manufactories 
and we saw great quantities of thread bleaching in 
the meadows and orchards, by the side of every 
rivulet. 

The valleys on this road are very romantic; the 
various colours of the different vegetable produc- 
tions, and the intermixture of woods andcomfiekis, 
being highly gratifying and delightful. About two 
miles from Crewkern is the village of Hnslebury^ tho. 
houses of which are neatly buik with white stone. 

Crewkern is undoubtedly a place of very 
gr^t antiquity ; it's name is derived from the two, 
Saxon words signifying a cross and a cottage. 
There is, however, nothing worth particular at- 
tentioQ in the town, which is very meanly buik,^ 
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It Stands in a valley among rich fields, well vioode4 
and watered. The Church is a gothic building 
in the form of a cross^ and a great deal of painted 
glass remains in the windows. 

From Crewkern we made an excursion to 

Earl PauUWsy at Hinton St. George^ about io\i\ 
iniles distant. 

The grounds are very finely wooded, and pre- 
sent some beautiful prospects ; that on the north,, 
bounded by the Mendtp hills^ below which is 
Glastonbury Torr, ai^ eminence rising like a sugaf-r 
loaf, with a building 0C| the top, the remaining part; 
Qi an Oratory belonging to the celebrated Abbey of 
Glastonbury^ where King Arthur and many otheif 
distinguished persons were buried. 

From the same side is also seen, a lofty column 
of white stone, arising put of the woods at Burtmn 
Fynsent^ the seat of th€ late Earl of Chatham^ yfha 
greeted this monument in memoiy of his ancestor 
gir William Pynstnt. The Park has inany bca^ 
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tiful Plantations of elm, fir^ and sycatnofe treeSj 
(which last grow to an astonishing height and size;^ 
it's extent is almost eight miles in circumference. 

Not f*^ from the house, in the centre of a largo 
grove of beech trees, is a tusc^n pillar twenty feet 
high, with a statue of Diana^ ndw somewhat mutit 
lated. From this^ spot there is d fine view of the 
house, which is a plain buildiitg with battlements ; 
but it is at this time undergoing a complete repair;; 
and, when finished, will have two extensive wings. 
The stable yard contains, beside the usual offices^ a 
(landsome riding house, built with wh|tc stone^ 

About half a mile from the house is a most 
beautiful avenue of lime trees, which passes through 
a valley ; and, crossing the road leading to Ilminster^ 
ascends a lofty hill, and terminates ii^ th^ SQic^en of 
trees seen from the road to YeoviL 

On the top of a very high, hill, south west of 
the Park, is the keeper's lodge; which command?. 
* striking prospect of vast e^^teut, reachii^ i^ 
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far as the Bristol Channel, and including a great 

variety of hills, valleys, and woods, closed by the 

welch mountains. Among the different objects 

here presented, is the spire of Bridgwater Church, 

to which yoa look over the whole county of So- 

merset; and beyond it, to the north of Bridgwater. 

bay, a small island called the steep Holmes is very 

plainly distinguishable. It is said indeed, that you 

can even see beyond this, namely, to another island 

called the flat Holmes : but I rather think it is a 

mistake; for I could not at all distinguish it, and 

the last mentioned place lying directly beyond 

the steep Holmes^ and, being so much lower, is 

most probably hid from our sight by it. Lor^ 

Paulett h3iJ& it in contemplation (we were told) tq 

erect a sort of triumphal arch on this distinguished 

eminence, which would be a fine object in p^rspecir 

tive, from the house. 

There are few situations better calculated thai^ 
Hinton to admit of the highest improvement from 
the hand of taste and munificence, and much is to be 
f xpected from the exertions of the present nob}f 
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possessor. There are two copious springs of chaly^ 
beate water in the grounds, strongly impregnated. 

Leaving the Park, which is teripinated on the 
8outh west side by some rich meadows, we ascended 
a steep hill cut through a chalky rock, and having 
its sides crowned with silver fir trees of prodigious 
size. This brought us into the road from Chard 
to Taunton^ a branch of which turns off for Ilmin^ 
Uer^ about four miles distant, 

I was so much delighted with the beautiful 
prospect before mentioned, that when wc were 
going from Crewkern to Axminster^ I deviated 
from the road, in order to obtain another view from 
the hill, which I then approached through a fine 
avenue, having on my right, a steep slope covered 
with trees, ^nd terminating in the rich pastures ad-* 
joining Earl PauleU's Park/ 

Not far from Crewkern there is a pleasing 
prospect of Hinton St. George^ the house flanked 
Vith npble woods and luxuriant plantations, out of 
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which the gothic tower and pinnacles of the parish 
church seem to arise, The Park and neighbouring 
hills, spotted in rural elegance with tufts of trees, 
appear to infinite advantage. On the right, the 
prospect extends to the Mendif hills, and includes 
a great deal of fine scenery, varied by inclosures 
and adorned with all the different giodes of cuUi-i 
vation ypu can imagine. 

At the summit of the next hill you pass thQ 
end of the great avenue of lime trees in Hinton 
Park ] and have, for some time, a most beautiful 
view of thq country before described, and a great 
extent of pasturage, covered with the gayest ver- 
dure. On the left, the hills are more wild ai;^d 
abrupt ; and in one place you have a small open- 
ing to the sea and the white cUffs upon the coast. 

There is an extensive plantation on the left of 
the roadj; and below it, in a deep hollow, a rpodern, 
built house, the seat of Lord Bridport. 

Soon afterwards we had a view of Chard^ ^ 
^OTne dist^i^ce on the right, Jt is % pretty large 
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town ; the inhabitants are principally employed Jq 
weaving, and the different modes of preparing wool, 
and dying it for the purpose of making broad 
cloth, which, as well as kerseymere, U manufactured 
here in great quantities. There are «ome very in- 
genious machines in the town, which being worked 
by water, a few hands are enabled to Iceep six milU 
jn constant usc« 

The Market, which is on Monday^ is well 
supplied with good wheat and abundance of vegCr 
tables, and, jn short, provisions of all kinds. The 
quantity of potatoes alone, brought for sale on a 
market day; amounts frequently to thirty loads^ 
fsii is seldom less than twenty. 

It has been remarked, that Chard stands upo^: 
the highest ground in this part of the country; there 
being a stream of water near it, whose current may 
be turned either into the Severn or the English 
Channel. It is a place of great antiquity, having 
been a town of some importance even in the time 
|)f the Sa3j;onsp, from one of wjiose Chiefs^ CerdiCf 
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it is said to have derived it's name. — At the town 
, of Chard^ in the Rebellion, the Royalists, after 
having proclaimed the King, were defeated by the 
Parliamentary forces; and some of theip, afterwards, 
suffered for their loyalty at Exeter^ 

It w^s also the rendezvous of the Marquis of 
Jlertford's aqd Lord HoptourCs forces, when they 
formed a junction in order to oppose the army 
under Sir William Waller ^ who was sent by the 
Parliament into the west. 

Pursuing the road to Axminster through a 
narrow lane, we met with vast quantities of that 
celebrated diuretic fox-glove, the Digitalis purpih 
reus of Linnaeus; and remarked, that this plant 
appears to grow to a much larger size in Devon^ 
shire, than in any other part of England which wc 
}iad seen. 

A close road brought us to a Common abound^ 
Jng with plovers; and at the extremity of it we 
passed a fine clear stream, flowing into a valley on 
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the left, and emptying itself into the 6ea at the 
very point where an opening to the water has been 
already noticed. 

The Church of Axminsttr presents itself ta 
your view, when at the distance of about two 
miles from the town. You now meet with several 
branches of the river Ax^ one of which is so rapid 
as to turn a mill. 

There is a small neat habitation of white stone 
chequered with flints, upon an eminence on the right^ 
before you enter the town, called Clocum. 
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CHAP. XIV* 

Axminster^'^the Church^'^^Carpci Manijfacfory^^'^^ 
Remarkable Inscription^^-^Kilverton^-^Shute" 
House^'^Honiton^^^EscoUy'^^rooksi 

AxMlNSTER is a most miserable 
town. The houses are extreitiely mean, and many 
of them covered with thatch; They are in general 
buiitVith a rugged kind t>f stone, produced every 
where in this part of the country* 

iThe Church stands iti the middle of the town^ 
and is an irregular building of some antiquity, as 
appears by the entrance on the south side, which is 
imder a saxon arch, nowj iii no good condition. 

This building has suffered considerably since 
it's first erection, 'f here is at present one aisle 
attached to the north side, with a parapet highly 
ornamented : but the saxoil arch above-mentioned 



( i43 ) 

tptris immediately into the body of ttie Church i 
there bding no aisle on that side. 

There is a gravel walk with some rows of elms 
around the church-yard, which would have a pleas- 
ing effect if it were not cooped up in an inclosure 
of the most shabby houses I ever saw* 

All the streets arc narrow, crooked^ and in thcf 
highest degree inconvenient and disgusting: there 
is, indeed, a most excellent Inn, at which, with the 
best provisions the country affords, the travel- 
ler may console himself, for the scarcity of ob- 
jects without doors, deserving his curiosity or at- 
tention. 

Here, we had a good dinner and a handsome de-f 
sfcrt, and first Usted that luxury of the west called 
clotted cream, which is always served up with their^ 
tarts. This delicacy is made by scalding the whole 
of the milk as it is drawn from the cow, and then ex-^- 
l>Qsing it to the air for several hours. I must nof 
•roit to mention the carpet manufactory, which isr 
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certainly well worth seeing; and this branch h 
brought to so great perfection,- that the carpetsr 
made here, are equally durable and elegant as the 
Turkey carpets impotted^ 

We saw several, under the hands of the dif- 
ferertt Labourers, the colours of which were won- 
derfully clear and beautiful : the price varies from 
thirteen shillings to twenty-five and upwards^ per 
yard. The persons employed are Women and 
Children, and it is really astonishing to see with 
how much facility the latter are brought to the 
knowledge of this kind of work, by which so many 
are enabled to earn their bread, who would not 
otherwise be capable of contributing in any degree, 
towards their own maintenance and supports 

In one of the rooms at the Inn above menti- 
oned, is hung up, a copy of an Epitaph on Mf. 
Walter^ formerly a representative in Parliament* for 
Devonshire^ which though not remarkable for it's 
elegance of composition, conveys so handsome a 
Goippliment to the memory of a worthy and dis- 
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tiiiguished character that I felt a strong impulse t6 
transcribe it; 



" Unspotted by any imgutatiori of deviating from the 
istrlctest independency in Parlian^ent, nor blindly attacheci 
to any set of men, hd, with diose principles of inflexible 
justice, which first recommended him- to the honor of st 
seat for this County, persevered in support of^or opposition 
to measures, as they appeared conducive or destructive to 
the trust in him reposed, 

** The loss of the private Gentlecikn is tmiversally fclti 
as his virtues weri universally expand^di. To the indigent 
around his maQ^ipnSi, he ei&tended his bqnefkbnce'; to the 
industrious labourer he.contrit^uted 4aily support. Public 
charities testified hi^ liheijaji a9$i$taoce;; ^adthe channel of 
friends conveyed (uncontlnfed- by party) alleviation to pri- 
vate distress; Christianity excited- his incessant attention : 
conspicuous by private examplQ iq his p^n.fanrily 5 and by- 
many enlarged subscriptions to dilate it's influence; With- 
out ostentation but with a conscious pleasure in his duty^ 
be hath: gained ta himself^ through the on& Mediator, an 
immortal rewari So valuable a character being now no 
more, we have this consolatory prospect, that his virtues 
inth his fortune, will descend* in a like copious stream/* 

"READER! 

To whom Virtue ! To whom Piety t 
To whom your Country is pleasant} ^ 

Stop! 
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much to be lamented by thec^ 

fell, 

JOHN ROLLE WALTER, ESQ/ 

of noble lineage 

nobler by Virtue f 

A Man! 

A Friend ! 

fairer than whom the Earth did ne*er produce ? 

A Brother most brotherly to all ! 

In the British Parliament, 

perhaps not splendid 

nor greedy of fame, 

' but just, firm, and resolute, 

amongst base and corrupted Ministers. 

Of the Province of Devanshive 

he best deserved. 

He was a Man much to be praised . 

and 

much to be lamented. 

He died the 27th of November 1779'. 



The road from Axminsttr to Honiion^ after 
passing through the small Village of Kilverton 
crosses a heath from whence there is a view of 
Axminsttr. A little further on, an irregular"" hill 
half a Mile to the right of the road, affords a most 
picturesque and entertaining prospect; the declivity^ 
being covered with small verdant fields full of 
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ttittie, interspersed with coppices, and here and 
there, a rural farm house* 

This hiil appears part of the boundary of a 
retnark^bly fine valley of great extent, where the 
wandering eye is soon lost in the shades of the 
woods, and the approximation of those most dis- 
tant, to the horizon itself. As you descend into 
the valley there is an entrance, on the left, to Shutc 
House^ the seat of Sir John De-la-Pole Bart. The 
homed cattle here, are extremely beautiful, but of 
a small size; their colour is most commonly a 
dusky red, or brindled^ and the born short and 
blackisbi 

Before yqu reach Honitousi the road takes H 
serpentine course, and gives an enchanting view 
of that town and^he hills which shelter it: and oii 
the right is an ancient encampment, upon an emi-* 
nence which commands the road from Chard^ 

There is a large white house just beyond Honiton^ 
and the prospect is not a.liule improved by tbef 
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neatness of the tumpike-house, "which is a building in ' 
the form of a roman- D ; having it's walls stuccoed 
and surmounted with battlements. 

Honiton is a handsome town, with a noble high- 
sitreet very broad and well paved ; but it is at pre- 
sent much disfigured by an old decayed Market- 
House, standing in the middle of the street. 

The reason for this nuisance being penatiitted 
to remain, is, that an old gentleman enjoys a hfe- 
hold estate in it : but it is said, that the Lord of 
(he Manor, Viscount Courtenay^ has obtakiod an 
Act of Parliament, enabling him to remove it on 
the death of this person; which will make so great 
an improvement in the street, that it may then vie 
in breadth and elegance with almost any one, out 
of the Metropolis. 

Honiton being m the difect road from London 
to ExUer^ and only one stage from the latter, ha^ 
Ito amazing thoroughfare for carriages and passen- 
gers, by whom it is constantly enlivened* 
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A roman military way formerly ran throu^ 
Axminster and Honiton to Exeter: it came frooi 
Cirencester in Ghcestershire^ out of the ^Aman- 
street way, and united at Bath-Easton with a smaller 
road called VU Badonica; but the place where it 
falls in with the turnpike^ between Crewiern, ac^ 
Axminste;r^ is not qow easy to be discovered. 

About four miles froHi Honi0n9 we passe4 
three smaL'I bridges^ over as many rapid streams&» 
The country people call thia place MinnybergeSf^ 
a corruptioe of Fenny bridges. The hamlet is \^ 
the parish of Ottery. Two miles beyond it, stand? 
Eseotty a Urge old house, with fine trees about i^, 
at s£OTe distance from the road. It was formerly 
the residence of Sir George Yonge^ K. B. many year^ 
one of the representatives for Honiton ; but novr 
the property of Sir John Kennaway. 

The cross roads in this part of Devonshire 
being close, and inconvenient for the passage of 
wheel carriages of all. kinds, the produce of the 
Jand, as well as merchandize, is chiefly carried by 
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liorses upon a sort oT frame called a Crook; which 
is made of wood, bent in a peculiar manner, so as 
to be capable of having packages tied upon it. 

These horses are riot secured with traces, bu^ 
run loose in troops, consisting of five or ten, having 
either one or two men mounted upon other horse*, 
to drive them. When they are in small numbers, 
the driver is commonly seated on the top of the 
load, and trots, or sometimes, even gallops along, 
with the greatest unconcern, up hill and down, and 
over the roughest ground ; perfectly regardless of 
every thing he meets with, and without the least 
apparent apprehension on his own account, not- 
withstanding he is elevated so high, as to be in emi- 
nent danger of suffering considerable injury, if the 
animal should make one false step. 

Loads of straw, hay, wood, and furze, arc all 
conveyed in the same manner, and the horses which 
>rarry them are no small annoyance to any unfor- 
tunate passenger whose steed may happen to be 
re&tiff, or who may, by chance, approach too lieW 
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the crooks, which in these narrow roads it is very 
difficult to keep clear gf, with th^e utmost circum* 
«pection* 

X observed in the vicinity of Exeter ^ that the 

loose garvelly soil assumed a redder colour, and 
before we came into that City, the road, which is 
cut through high banks of sand, is covered with 
loose stones l^l^e the rust of iron. 

We passed through the village of Heavytre^ 
not far from which is a piece of ground enclosed 
with a high stoqe wall, designed as a place of in- 
terment for the bodies of persons executed at the 
gallows ne^r it. There is an inscription cut in a 
stone over the door; but the letters are so.pveif^ 
grown with inoss as to be illegible. 
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CHAP. XV, 

JEs^ttTTr^Custlt — Cathedral'^ Library^ 

We entered flie City of Extter through 
^ ill built street, somewhat upon an ascent: the 
town is so large that 1 could not discover any cm- 
inence ii^ it's vicinity likely to afford ^ good view 
©fit. 

The principal streets are narrow and very 
tadly paved. The smaller streets and lanes are 
narrow to a degree of danger, a's well as incon* 
venience;-— the houses are 'high and generally prot 
jecting into the street, and many of them are built 
of wood and plaister, and appear of as great anti^ 
quity, at lea§t, as the time of Elizabeih^ 

There are some excelletol. Inns here, but the 
boast -which I have frequently heard made, by the 
Jnliabitants of these parts-srrof the universal cheap- 
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laess of all articles of provision— was not alto- 
gether corroborated by the experience which we (who 
vere strangers) had, of the Innkeepers' charges. 

The Assizes for the county of Devon are held 
in Rougemont Castle, which stands near the centre 
of the city, upon ah artificial enainence. The 
courts, which have been lately built, are large and 
commodious; and there is, on the left of the gate- 
way, a guard-room for the use of the military sta- 
tioned here. 

Considerable portions of the old wall of the 
Castle still remain. The time of it's foundation 
is not exactly known; but it is probable that it 
was the work of King Athchtan^ who walled in 
the towHf 

Behind the Castle, is a beautiful and spacious 
walk planted with fine elms, and called the Norths,, 
ernly^ ( I suppose from it's situation with respect 
to the town,) to which the inhabitants resort in the 
^veiling as a Mai) for walking : and it is certainly 
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a great convenience and advantage to so populous 
a city, that there should be, as it were, immediately 
at l^ome, a place so well calculated for exercise.-^ 
The lower part of the town, through which the river 
£x takes it's course, and where the cloth manufacn 
lories are chiefly carried on, is worse built and wors;^ 
pa^ved (if possibjej than the other streets. 

The Cathedral Church is situated very disad- 
vantageously, on a piece of low ground, which is 
j?o closely planted with trees, and divided by railing, 
that there is neither a view of the building, nor any 
^om):pQdious approach to }t, 

The west window is ornamented with beautiful 
painted glass; and in seven large compartments in 
the centre, are the portraits of the four Evangelists, 
and of St. Peter^ St. Paul^ and St. Andrew : the rest 
of the window is filled with the arni$ of the Nobility 
. of the County, and the corners with the Regalia^ 

The west body of the church is fitted up with 
pews apd seats i Divine Service being perfp.rpi^d 
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in it every Sunday. Over the entrance to the 
Choir are thirteen historical paintings on wood, 
well preserved, representing some of the most 
striking events recorcjed in sacred story.— The 
Creation, — the Deluge. — Passage of the Israelites, 
&c. all arranged in the proper chronological order 
in which they happened, and terminating with thg 
]ast judgment* 

Above, is the Organ, the pipes of which arc 
uncommonly large. The Bishop's Throqe is a finq 
piece of gothic carving, with a covering or canopy 
of spire work, carried up to the roof of the church. 
Behind the altar is a stone screen, painted with the 
pgures of Moin and Aaron, 

Many of the Bishops of Exeter have been 
interred here. On the south side of the entrance 
Xo the Choir is a small monument, with this in- 
scription,—" EtofncuD?^ t|^e ffrjeft S5piefI)Qppe 

pf ^Sjeceter, IpetJj ftere/' There are two shields, 
containing his family arms and those of the see. 
>i[ot far from this is another tomb, under which 
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Oshrius^ the immediate successor of Leofricy was 
buried. 

King AtheUtan founded the Church, about the 
year 868 ; but the present edifice is said to be of . 
later date, anno 4040. 

Bishop Marshall is buried here, with the date 
1200. Bishop Oldham lies also in an oratory very 
highly ornamented with carving. This Prelate was, 
I presume, a benefactor to the Church; his arms ap-- 
pear in several places in it, as also over a gateway, ia 
the church yard, which leads to the Bishop's Palace^ 

At the north end of the transept is an oratory, 
with several small statues in niches, all of them 
defaced and mutilated; and no inscription remains. 
Among other Prelates are Carew^ Slater^ Brad^ 
hridge^/wiih the date 1578; and Walton^ with that 
of 1593. Another tomb is inscribed,— ^^' iX^A^ttV 

SBntonp i^arlip, ^^qnitt, 1564" 

Several of the Knights Templars have been 
buried here; the names of Chich'ester^ Bohun^ and 
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SlapUtOft arc preserved. The first has a Liort 
€<mchant at the feet, which must have been his 
crest. Here also lie the remains of Sir Peien, 
Carew; who, as tradition says, had seventeen wives: 
there are certainly seventeen coats of arms affixed 
to his tomb. — The Font is of white marble, and 
the cover ornamented with figures of nine of the 
apo^es, curiously inlaid. 

Bishop Lavingion lies in the south aisle, with 
a very complimentary inscription upon his monu- 
ment; and not far from it, is a marble bust of 
Dr. Cotton^ Canon and Treasurer of this Church, 
and graftd-son of a bishop of the same name. 
Ther^ is a remarkable indentation of the forehead 
of this figure, to a very considerable depth; and if it 
exactly resexabled the life, this is a curious instance 
of the powers of nature, in accommodating the 
brain to a cavity of a peculiar and unusual form^ 
;iArithout deranging it's functions* 

I remember having seen, in Mr. Cline's ana* 
tomical collection , at St. Thomas's Hospital, the 
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skullof an Indian, with a depression of the frohtat 
bone, three or four inches long, just above the 
iCye-Brows. This was not a natural variety, but 
gradually occasioned by resting the edge of baskets 
of earth or other heavy substances ujpon the part : 
1 custom which that particular tribe of Indians is 
habituated to, vety early in life; almost from the 
state of infancy, and before the bones have attained 
a firmness of texture, capable of resisting the effect 
of such pressure : and I was credibly infdrmed 
that, so far from having occasioned any derange- 
ment of intc;llect or imbecility of understandings 
the abbve mentioned individual was known to be 
endowed with faculties superior to the generality 
of his countrymen. Whence it appears, that the 
judgment which some have pretended to make of 
the abilities, dispositions, and capacities of men^ 
taken from the size and form of the head, is ex-* 
tremely liable to error: Nature, under the rudest 
or apparently most imperfect conformation of parts^ ^ 
having sometimes concealed thccompletest models 
of human excellence^ 
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On the south side of the altat are thre6 stone 
seats, ornamented with gothic earving and spire* 
work; designed as thrones for King Edward^ Queen 
Editha^ and Leofric the first Bishop of Exeter^ at 
the time of his installation. The form of words 
used on that solemn occasion is still preserved. 

" /, King Edward, taking Leofricke by the 
right haunde^ and Edythe my Queen by the lejtt^ 
doe installe hym the fyrste and most famous Bys^ 
choppe of Exon, wythe a grtate desyere of abound- 
ance of blessynges to all such as shall furder and 
increase the same ; but wythe a fearful and excecrable 
curse on all such as shall diminish or take away any 
thynge from it'' 

Bishop Chichester^ who ws^s installed in 1128, 
is supposed to have finished the Choir; the founda- 
tion of which was laid about sixteen years before, 
by Warlewcst. 

The Clock is on the same construction as that at 
Wimborne already described, and there is a bell of 
very large size in one of the towers. 
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At the east end, behind the Choir, is a Libratjr 
containing a great number of scarce, and some va- 
luable books. An handsome addition was made 
to this collection by the last Bishop, (Ross) whose 
books are in a case by themselves, at the upper 
end of the room. This Library is much visited 
by the curious; and the Clergy belonging to the 
Church are so liberal as to indulge any gentlemeii 
who request it, with the permission of resorting 
hither for the purpose of reading as often as they 
choose. — Exeter yfdiS called by the Britons Pen Caer^ 
and by the Romans Isca Danmoniorum. 

Exeter^ at the Conquest, according to " Dooms-^ 
day Book^'' contained 315 houses; at the same timc^ 
Southampton consisted only of 84, but Winchester 
was even then a considerable city* 

A Synod was held at Exeter in I2187, by Petefi 
then Bishop of this Diocese ; the principal act of 
which was, to enjoin that th^ people should be in- 
structed in the doctrine of transubstahtiation : from 
whence it has been inferred^ that at this period^ is 
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the Church of Exeter ^ the Laity partook of the 
sacrament in both kinds.- 

' In more modern times, this city has been little 
hoticed ; it was, however, blockaded by FaiffdJQ 
in the Rebellion : and, from it's size, the nature of 
it's situation, on the banks of a fine river, and in 
the centre of a rich and flourishing maritime coun- 
ty, it must always hold a distinguished rank in the 
history of Britain. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



Roadt6 0akhdmptofiH^Ckeritan-Crt>sS'^^South*Zeut 
SticcU^Path. 

Leaving Exeter, on our jdumey td 
Valhdmpion, we ascended a very steep hill, which 
presents a fine view of the northern suburb of 
the town; and, among a great number of comfort- 
able villas in the neighbourhood, two seats of con- 
siderable size and elegance. 

In this part of the country, you have no sooner 
descended one hill, than you have another to climb 
up ; and the roads are so full of loose flints, that 
it is extremely unpleasant to travel* in a carriage, 
and dangerous to ride on hofseback. 

We passed along a narrow way, cut throiign 
a stratum of slate, which forms a cliflF, on one side, 
twelve or fifteen feet high, while on the other wer€ 
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hiimerous well planted orchards in full bearing; 
and came into a fine valley beautifully varie- 
gated with the richest products of vegetations- 
thousands of honey-suckles, on all sides, being in- 
terspersed with the ever-flowering furze and broom, 
mingling and diffusing their different odours* 

The dialect of the country people here^ is very 
torrupt ; and, in some places, their pronunciation 
differs so much from all the world besides, and 
they seem to haVe an idiom so peculiarly their 
own, that strangers find it almost impossible to 
understand them. 

Cheriton-Cross, stands in a small village of that 
hame; and is about three feet high, placed oji a 
block of stone. On what account it was erected, 
or how long it has been here, the inhabitants can 
give no information: but, as superstition is always 
the companion of ignorance, the people believe 
a tradition — that several attempts have been made, 
in former times, to remove this monument of 
antiquity, without success; some invisible power 

La 
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having always immediately restored it, to it's old 
situation. , ^ 

Justly as we deplore the prevalence of that 
gross and almost inexterminable stupidity, which 
possesses the narrow-minded boor, and the untu- 
tored rustic — Antiquity, it must be confessed, is 
greatly indebted to it, in many instances, for the 
preservation of it's tottering ruins, and even it's 
finest and most valuable relics. How often have 
the noble remains of gothic splendor been pre- 
served from ruffian hands by a legendary tale; 
and how frequently secured from the destructive 
curiosity of the exploring traveller, and that whim- 
sical love of novelty, and rage for modernization, 
which the builders of the present age so fondly 
affect! 

*^ All the fine arts of past times, and all the 
magnificent works Ve now so justly admire, are 
owing to a species of piety which every lover of 
the elegance of Architecture must rejoice to have 
existed," 
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We stopped at a mean Inn, or rather Public^, 
house, by the side of the road, called Crockernwelt i 
and, a little beyond it, entered upon Ax-moor^ a 
piece of waste land extending to a great distance 
northward. 

The soil of that part which we passed over, is' 
chiefly composed of clay and slate; and the surface 
of the ground, even where it is clothed with her- 
bage, seems tinged with the colour of those sub- 
stances, and exhibits a very dark and gloomy ap- 
pearance, . . 

There is an extensive opening to the right,' 
stretching round to the north east, and presenting 
a view of latge inclosures of arable and pasture;^ 
beyond which, blue hills form the horizon^ with, 
aspiring heads inveloped in the clouds. 

The country on the opposite side assumes a 
wilder appearance ; the trees, which set off the 
prpspeet so much, before, are now exchanged for 
small tufts of green shrubs or brush wood* 
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South' Zeal is a little miserable village^ with 
houses built of rough brown stone, and not ,^ tree 
near it. The ground is of the darkest hue, covered 
with loose stones and pieces of slate. 

A Manufactory of serges is carried on here, 
and employs a great number of hands; indeed, not- 
withstanding the apparent wretchedness of the place^ 
I never observed so great a degree of population. Al- 
most every house, or rather hut, was 9rowded with 
Children — ope Woman was standing at her door 
with eleven little ones ranged by her side, all with- 
out shoes or stockings, and exhibitiag the plainest 
indications of extreme poverty. 

There are several springs near the villagCi 
which are conducted into little cisterns or reser- 
voirs in different pafts of the stt:eet, for the use o( 
the manufacturers. 

Here is a small ill b.uilt chapel, and near it a 
stone cross— -but the only intelligence to. be obtain- 
ed about it from the Inhabitants was, that^ "it ha4 
been there ever since they were horn^'' 
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We next passed a village called Stitck-J^^Uh^ 
-where is an old stone bridge over a mill ^tFeam^ 
which forms two small cascades in sight of the road. 
The hiUs which /Shelter this ptece ar^ V^ abrupt, 
full of sharp rocks and precipices; and (he appear- 
ance of the country in ger^ral, is striking %qd un- 
usoa^l. 

The vgras« is of a fine bright gveM^ the Foads 
and beaten tracks of a slate blue -r-* and '^ FO^kd 
and stones variegated bv the di^rent colours of 
the moss, which long exposure to tHe aimos|diere 
has covered them with. InmimeFable tufts of ve^ 
getable productions spring out of the crevices and. 
chinks of these rocks; among them, that pretty lit- 
tle flower, called Herbaceous Heath (Erica vagans 
vel herbacea) ^ plant of the Octandria Monogynia 
class of Linnaus is found here (almost exclusively) 
in great profusion. 

The fences of the fields immecliately contiguous,^ 

. are made of large stonies loosly piled up together:- 

but this wil:d an^d romantic scenery is i^eautifuUy 
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contrasted with a fine expanse of well cultivatc4 
f ountry on the right. 

^* Here in full light the russet plains extend ; 
There wrap't in clouds the bluish hills ascend, 
Ev'n the wild heath displays her purple dyes^ 
And midst the desert, fruitful fields arise. 

pope's WINDSOR FOREST. 

The hills, however, still wear a rugged appear- 
ailce, and their lofty summits are crowned with 
liuge heap5 of rocks, resembling immense turrets, 
Vrand indeed, conforming themselves to all the fan- 
ciful devices of a sportive imagination. 
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CHAP. XVII, ..; 

Oakhamfton — Beautiful Ruin-^^Rfftcctions, 

Su C H is the coyntry in approaching tha 
Borough of Oakhamfton, which is situated in a val- 
ley, and almo.st insulated by the windings of the 
river Erme^ You descend iqto the to.wn through 
a steep street, and oyer a narrow bridge. 

The houses are remarkably ill built, and the 
only tollerable street in the town is disfigured by 
^ old decayed n^arket house, tattering upon h\ 
foundations, which entirely blocks it up. Not 
far from this, a large white stone is placed in the- 
ground, denoting the middle of the borough; and 
close to it, another, furnished with alarge'ring and 
staple, for the purpose of contributing to the 
amusement of the populace, by assisting at that Aw- 
nane diversion a bull-baiting. 
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The parish church is situated, upon an emi~ 
nence, about a mile fron^ the town, westward; but 
there is a Chapel of ease, near the market place 
()efQre mentioned* 

Half a mile from the town, on the south side,^^ 
^tand the ruins of Oakhampton Castle, upon the. 
banks of the river Erme^ which flows with great 
rapidity over a pebbly bottom, and in some places 
over strata of slate, so as to. form small cascades. 
These ruins command a view of the top of the 
church, and some of the houses of Oakhampton^ 
looking a long the course of the river, which run^ 
between two very steep slopes. 

South pf the castle is a majestic wood, whose 
dark and solemn verdure greatly increases the 
grandeur of this interesting scene. 

TTie murmuring of the river, the venerable 
remains of 

^* Ivy manded towers," 
nodding over the pellucid current, and the mild 
Tsidianc^ of the nxoon ju§t peeping through \^ 
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vood, aflForded my mind 2^ series of the most pleasi 
ing ideas; and hushed into composure and tranqui-. 
lity all the harsher emotioos of the soul. 

To these sequestered scenes has Genius oft re-, 
tired from the noise of the busy crowd; here, lulr 
ted into contemplation, or exalted into rapture, 
may the brightest ornaments of Literature and of 
Poesy have gleaned the sweets which give a polish 
10 their works ! Tq situations like this, are we in-? 
debted, for the soft elegance of refined sentiment, 
the glow of Pathos, and the irresistible charms of 
Sublimity. Our admiration of the beauties of 
nature, heightens the influence of historic recol-- 
lection. While we contemplate the matchless ver- 
dure of the fields, the umbrageous dignity of the 
forest, both meliorated by the silver rays of the pale 
luminary of night; and listen to the incessant 
murmurings of the limpid stream, we bend by a 
spontaneous impulse, to adoxe that power in whose 
behests all nature participates, and to whom the 
universal world, animate and inanimate, bears testi- 
inony by th^ harmony of it's, arrangement. 
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In these ponderous ruins, the wreck of former 
ages, we contemplate the revolutions of Empires, 
the various, changes of Society, the progressive im- 
provement of the Arts, By these monuments of 
antiquity, we are directed to the different aeras and 
important scenes which chequer the page of history ^ 
and trace events to their causes, by the evident 
Qonnexion and relationship between them. 

We look back to the dark ages of Paganism, 
we recognize in our ancestors those 

" fcros Tet indomitos BritannoSy* 
whose uncultivated and inhospitable mariners were 
equally averse from social intercourse, and domestic 
enjoyment; we see them emerging from the thick 
clouds of barbarism and ignorance, rising into no- 
tice, celebrity, ?ind estimation ; laying the founda- 
tion of civil government in the^ establishment of 
mutual depende(ice; modifying their native ferocity, 
into cool and determined courage*?— offering tteir 
untutored minds to the voice of reason, and yielding 
up superstition a. willing sacrifice to the iiiipul?^ 
of truth. 
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. We find them, once, blindly devoted to ihe 
hideous rites of idolatrous infatuation, now, by 
the practice of virtue and morality, aspiring to the 
favour and protection of a just knd impartial deity. 

In the advancement of science, we perceive 
the hand of philosophy leading nlen forward to the 
most sublime and exalted studies; and again ob- 
serve, that the labours and the industry of one 
generation, has often been baffled and destoyed by 
it's immediate posterity. — States and Kingdoms 
have alternately risen to the summit of human 
glory, and sunk iuto melancholy oblivion. The 
weapons of war, and the hands which formed them 
have alike mouldered into dust. The adamantine 
doors, the almost impenetrable walls — all the con- 
trivances, all the devices of mankind, have been 
msu^cient to perpetuate, the fame of the victorious 
the grandeur of the proud, or the honors of the 
mighty: and shall not these reflections fill our 
lainds with seriousness and reverence — shall wc 
Dot then submissively bow in humble adoration of 
that divine governor, who made and regulates all 
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things around us — to whose wisdom and gobdileSi 
all the vicissitudes of life, and all the changes inci- 
dent to our race must be referred, and who overi 
looks, with the most paternal care, every part of , 
" this stupendous system*" 

How little is man — vain are his pursuits! 
futile his exertions! The towering sentiments of 
ambition, the secret machinations of deeply concert- 
ied schemes, are in one mometit lowered with the 
ground, frustrated and destroyed : the works of the 
cunning Artificer scarcely survive him — and all 
the mighty arrangements of the Statesman die with ' 
himself. '' Tor when the bteaih of man goetk 
forth J he shall turn again to his earthy and then all 
his thoughts perish'' 



*' Where are now the grfeat Empires of the world, 
and their great imperial cities ? Their pillars^ tro- 
phies, and monumfents of glory ? Shew me, where 
they stood, read the inscription, tell me the victor's 
name! i?ow^ itself ! eternal Romt\ the great city! 
the empress of the world! whose domination and 
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superstitiotl inakes a great pan of the history of the 
icarth; what is become of her rlow? She laid her 
foundations deep, and her palaces were strong and 
sumptuous — -but htr hour is. come^ she is wiped 
away from the face of the earth, suid buried in 
everlasting oblivion.'' 

To proceed -^unassisted by historical record, 
or oral tradition, (the former of which I may have 
neglected to investigate, and the latter have had no 
opportunity of obtaining) I cannot conjecture that 
Oakhdmfion castle by whomsoever erected^ was 
built for any other purpose, then that of a quiet re- 
sidence. It might be designed, perhaps, as a securi- 
ty for the inhabitants of the town, when distressed 
by a siege; and not at all intended fbr, nor capable 
of affording them, any further assistance. There 
is a vallum surrounding the castle, and a small 
stream which runs along the bottom, is frequently 
interrupted in it's course by the fragments of the 
walls that have fallen into it* 

Some of the walls are now standing, with 
several entire gothic arches: and on the w^est side, 
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are the gable-ends and low side walls of a large 
room. The Keep is on the south, and overlooks 
the neighbouring woods, as well as the meanders of 
the river, for a considerable distance. The form 
of the castle seems to have been an oblong 
square, — the keep being it's termination towards 
the south. The remains of this part of the build- 
ing may be about thirty feet high. 

There is an entrance, from tlie north side, into 
an apartment, near forty feet square, and withinf 
that, is another room of somewhkt larger dimensi- 
ons. The cavities in which the jdists were insert- 
ed still remain : but, neither, the roof nor floor of 
either of the rooms, have the smallest vestige to be 
traced. 

The inner apartment is entire, excepting some 
ehasms below the windows; but a large breach ha^ 
been made in the outer room, ori the east side— 
and some of the fragments of that wall are still 
lying at the foot of the mount, on which the Keep 
stands. 



I 
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Dn the liDrth side of the Keep is % JSssurd 
from the top of the wall to the bottom , three, or 
four feet wide; but it appears fat least in it's upp^r 
part) rather the effect of time, than of accident or 
hostility. 

At the entrance of the Keep, was a circular 
stone stair-case, leading to the upper rooms; but 
the steps are now gone. In digging the ditch on 
the south of the ruin, a stratum of slate has beeii 
cut through, which foniis a strong barrier on that 
side. 

There is a sally-port oh the east side, rather 
nearer the Keep than the middle of the works —^ 
the remains of a small chapel stand just below it, 
and further on, is a large apartment with several 
windows. 

The wood^ before noticed,, is a part of Oal-^ 
hampton Park, the property of the Courtenays; to 
whom this edifice descended from Baldwynt^ Vis* 
Count of Devonshire^ and Baron of Oakhampton^ 
in the time of William the Conqueror, 

M 
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The prospect of the Keep— the Wood-*ancl 
the Ruin, is singularly beautiful, ^A^hen viewed from 
the end of the town^ 

The markets at Oakhampion are supplied 
with all kinds of poultry, in great abundance, at 
the cheapest rates. There is a manufactory for 
serges-— some litde iron is also worked here; but 
^ much greater trade is carried on^ in the making 
of leather shoes* 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



■«im» f 



Xh7i-Moor*^Lyd/ord Castle--^Cascude''^Rocki---^ 
Marble^ 

JLeAVING Oakhampton we ascended 
a Very steep hill, and entered upon a dull unjplea^ 
sant country ; in which the state of cultivation 
seemedj on all «ides^ greatly inferior to that where 
we had lately travelled. Soon afterwards^ Dart-^ 
Moor J or Dart-Moor Forest, presents itself, in all 
the horrors of dreary sterility i the hills on the left, 
iave a rugged aspett, being sprinkled over with 
stones) which are^ in some places, prodigiously 
large. 

Between three and four miles from Oakhampton 
is a high stone cross, very entire; and the road 
near it, branches olF to the right, and affords an 
extensive prospect to the west and south west, 
bounded by the mountains of Cornwall 
M a 
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We passed through a miserable village; the 
name of which, from the dialect of the inliabitants, 
I could not understand: and saw, at some distance, 
a large house belonging to Mr. Luxmore^ Member of 
Parliament for Oakhampton. It is most unpleasant- 
ly situated, the roads being very stony, and all the 
neighbouring hills covered with craggy rocks. 

Some miles southward is a high mountain, 
called Brent Torr; having a small Chapel on the 
summit, which serves as a lamd-mark from St. 
Ceorgc's ChanneU 

About seven miles north of Tavistock^ is the 
village and castle of Lydford. This ruin is, appa* 
rently, of great antiquity; and, we were told, well 
worth seeing : but we had not time to indulge our 
curiosity, by taking any other than the transient 
view of it, which the road at so great a distance 
afforded. We saw it most advantageously from a 
small bridge, over a rivulet which runs through a 
piauresque rocky valley to the village of Lyd/ordf 
and forms a beautiful cascade^ 



The inlw^bitants of this part oPthe country' seem 
to be totally ignorant of the history of their castle; 
and every enquiry which we made upon the spor, 
only served to bewilder us with uncertainty, at 
confuse us with, error. [ v. .. ) 



** Dice alia lama: O tij, cjje jiirammirandQ . 
Cose dai vita, e questi avanzi, e questi . • . 
Cliina ella gli occhi conturbati, e mesti 
' Qual clii dogliosi alti sosprr tramande. - 



Ip gia volgea marayigliando il passo 
Ma su *per ralra mole kltero in mostra 
Visto girsen Toblio di jsas^oia sasso; 

E tu, gridai, forse apristi ? ah mostra . . . . , 
Ma in tuono d m' intcmrppe otrido e basso 
Jo di chi fu non euro : adesso e nostra." 



*M ask'd of Famie, — ' O thou, whosebreath supplies 

Life to high works of wonder ! what remains ? ' 
AbashM, to earth she bent her mournful eyes, 

Like one who, sjgjiing, silently complains. . . 
Lo»t in amaze, I turn'd my steps aside ; 
When, o'er each step, I saw Oblivion stride, 

With haughty mein, and air of deep design ; 
* Thou then', I cried, ' may'st know; ah ! deign declare, *^ 
^tern she replied ; — ^ hoarse thunder rent the air, 

* \Yhose onc^ it wasj I seek not 3 — now 'tis mine/^ 



( i80 

Two miles further on, the road opens upon a 
heath, and on the left presents a glimpse of the sea. 
We now began to observe that, among the various 
fragments of stone upon the ground, there was a 
considerable, portion of garble, and some of it, in 
very large masses. This is one of the productions 
of Devonshire which deserves particular notice. 

Blue Clay, Slate, and Marble are all > found 
abundantly upon the coast of Dtvon^ as well as i^ 
the more interior part$ qf th? county. The Clay 
gradually hardens, and becomes Slate. In some 
of these masses large veins of Marble run in various 
directions, they slowly acquire a firmer consistence 
and increase in size until the Slate becomes small 
in proportion to the^e veins, which ultimately unite 
in on^ solid Mass, This process may be traced by 
various §pecimens, which illustrate, in the most un- 
questionable manner, the truth of the above history; 
by an intermixture of Marble and Slate, in every 
degree of relative proportion to each other. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



Tavistock'Abbcy-r^Road to Plymouth'^ Stokc-Da^ ' 
m^trcllf^Dock. 

As wc approached nearer Tavistoch^ 
the country appeared rugged and disgusting. The 
tawu lies in a valley, washed by the fine river Tavy; 
over which is a stone bridge. The streets are iiw- 
<i[ifFerendy paved with a kind of pebble excessively 
hard and slippery. * Many of the houses are of 
considerable antiquity, and like old houses in geor 
^ra^l, are dark, dism^l^ and incommodious^ 

The principal Inn, (which is the property of • 
the Duke of Bedford^) has arisen out of the ruii^s 
of the Abbey — the architecture of which is very 
evidei^t, in the building made use of as. a stable. 
There is a fine arch'd gateway still remaining, but 
the rooms over it are in a decayed condition* 
Some of the old walls are standing at the back 
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part of the Inn, and the entrance to the great liall;; 
vhich is turreted. 

About the year goo, Orgar^ or Orgarus^ or 
tyfgerusj Duke of Devonshire^ (a title in those 
days somewhat synonimous with that of a Lor4 
Xiieutenant of a County, it present) was born 
cithfer at, or near TavtstocL His daughter was 
married to King Edgar. Orgar laid the founded- 
xm of Tavistock Ahbcy^ which was finished by hi« 

\ '• ' • ■• ' " ■ • . • -• 

J It is of ElfreHa the daughter Qf Orgdr aft<^ 
-sister of Ordulpk^ that Historian^ tell the following 
story.— Kiftg Edgdr (say they) being informed of 
the matchless beauty and impressive accomplish- 
■ ^ments of El/nda^ sent Ethelwolf^ a Nobleman, to. 
•«(>ake proposals of marriage to her in his name. 
The Earl bowevei^ thought proper to prefer his 
own stiit, instead of that of his royal Master-—, 
he succeeded, and married Elfreda--, but the Mph- 
*^rch sometime afterwards coming into the west, 
:^used himself with hunting upon Doi'iTB^oor Fos- 
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est, and took that opportunity of paying a visit tci 
his favourite; who had previously informed the 
King, that the beauty of Elfrtda^ was by no means 
equal to the reports of fame, or the ideas which his 
Majesty had entertained of her. Edgar — upon 
making a discovery, which at once roused his 
jealousy^ and his love was so transported with pas- 
sion, that he immediately slew Earl Ethelwolf^ and 
in a short time married his Widow, by whom he 
had Ethelrcd^ who succeeded to the Throne. Or- 
^aryfdis buried at Tavistock^ in the year 971, ac- 
cording to Dugdale. 

Tavistock Abbey had scarcely stood thirty 
years, before it was destroyed by the Danes, whose^ 
ravages and barbarity extended to every thing ve- 
nerable or sacred, upon which they could lay their 
)iands; but it was rebuilt with greater splendour. 

Wherr Canute the Great, in a fit of devotion 
thought it necessary to pay a visit to Rome, and by 
his address, during his stay at that court, had pro- 
cured for his subjects the privilege of being ex- 
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cmpted from toll, not only in lialy^ but through"^ 
out France and Germany^ he eropJoyed LivinguSf 
the Abbot of Tavistock^ to carry a letter addressed 
to the Prelates of England^ informing them of the 
advantage which he had been solicitous to obiai^ 
for his people; and the uhole of this curious 
epistle is preserved in the writings of William of 
^almsbary.. 

That the Abbots of Tavistock ''who sat in 
Parliament) had vast power, may easily be unden- 
stood from the following circumstance,--— OWAc^ 
Bishop of Exeter^ having quarreled with the then 
Abboti the Utter appealed to the Pope, ^ft(ho ex- 

«comtnunicated the Bishop, and as he died during 
the continuapcQ of the interdict, his corpse could 

.not he buried until the sentence was taken off, ^t 
the request of his executors. 

Immediately beyond Tavistock^ the fields ap-. 
pear in a high state of cultivation; and the herbage 
and verdure is much superior to what we observed 
on the voad from Oakhamfion: but after having 
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passed Hara-bridge^ the country alters greatly : ^ 
vild heath extending on every side for several 
miles. 

In a thick wood on the left, I saw the 
shaft of a tin-mine, the first we npticed in the? 
tjountry. 

Farther on;, close by the side of the road, is 
a large rock of stone^ near twenty feet high, sprout- 
ing abruptly out of the ground : . and what makes 
it's appearance the more remarkable is, that the soil 
near it has fewer stones than all the neighbouring 
grounds. 

To those who have been always accustomed 
to the prospect of fertile fields; and who have sel- 
dom beheld a landscape unadorned by woodland 
scenery, it is difficult to represent the effect pro* 
duced by the rock before mentioned, and they will 
;scarcely credit, how much relief it affords to the eye 
in this bleak and arid moor, — where it is the only 
fefuge from the storm, the only shelter from the 
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heat, and the only screen from the keenness of the 
northern blast, which the defenceless flocks can re- 
sort to, iti any variety of this changeable atmos- 
phere: aud I confess, I was myself never before 
so fully sensible, of the force and propriety of that 
elegant and sublime passage in the prophecy of 
Isaiahy where he speaks of the refreshment -derived 
from " the shadox^ of a great rock in a wear^ 
(and.'' 

The farmers* near Tavistock were much har-< 
f^sed at the time we were there, on account of a 
wild dog, which made frequent and almost nightly 
depredations upon their flocks; and (notwithstand-i 
ing constant attempts to shoot or catch him) 
always escaped the vigilance of his pursuer*", and 
secured himself from them, in the inaccessible 
heights of the rocks, or in the deepest recesses of 
the forest. We could not clearly ascertain from 
the account of the people with whom we conver- 
sed, to what particular genus this animal belonged^ 
but the general opinion was in favor of it's bein^ 
f. \yolf dog. 
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After passing Roborongh Down,- we gained 
a view of the heights above Plymouth^ of Maker ^ 
the Telegraph upon it's top; — and at length Ply- 
mouth Sound, the shipping, and the Harbour^^ gra- 
dually opened to our sight. 

' ^ Few prospects can boast of a greater variety^ 
of rich and interesting scenery. The town of Ply- 
mouth with it's appendages, the dock and dock-yard 
the villages of Stoke and Stone-house^ covers am 
immense quantity of very unequal ground: and in 
the citadal, the churches, naval hospital, govern- 
ment house, and other public buildings, presents a 
series of objects, among which the wandering eye 
loses itself in admiration* 

We passed a comfortable house, very plea- 
sandy, situated, and surrounded with pastures, full 
of the most beautiful cattle my eyes ever beheld—^ 
and after having several times lost and regained a 
sight of the different objects before enumerated^ 
by the inequalities of the road; we approached thcf 
village oi Stoke-Damardl^ which from it's proxim- 
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ity may be considered, as a kind of suburb to Pyl* 
mouth DocL 

Here, on an eminence very judiciously chosen 
to command all the toads leading towards the dock*' 
yard and powder magazine, stands a block house 
fortified with caronades; 

The church of Stokt has .been enlarged at 
different times, the whole town of Dock being situ*^ 
ated in this parish. The living is in the gift of Sir 
John St. Aubyn^ Bart* 

Plymouth Dock, from a small village^ has in 
a few years increased to an astonishing degree in 
size and population, and it is said that the number 
of inhabitants is at present five times as great as it 
was sixty years ago. Nor is this crcumstance alto- 
gether dependant ^pon the influx of artizans and 
other persons, from remote parts of the coun- 
try, who come to reside here in various situations: 
for, by a calculation made with considerable ac- 
curacy^ it has be^n clearly proved that^ in tliis 



parish, the average number of deaths annually was 
no more then one in fifty ^our— which indicates a' 
degree of atmospheric, or perhaps I should say, lo- 
cal salubrity, scarcely equalled in the Kingdom; and 
of itself, accounts for this great increase of po- 
pulatiom 

It's situation upon a rock of slate renders 
it much cleaner than Plymovih^ which lying 
in the bottom is constantly subject to dirt and 
humidity. 

The streets are of a commodious breadth, and 
in general run in direct lines, and it has been of- 
ten remarked, as an* object of great curiosity, that 
they are paved with a spedes of marble highly por- 
lished. 

Hackney chaises ply here the same as 
coaches in iowrfon— but from the filthiness.of the 
sailors, and their Companions^ who are the princi- 
pal employers of these Vehicles, they are often dis- 
gusting to more senses than one. There are com- 
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inodious barracks capable of containing several rc^ 
giments. — The fortifications are immense, sur- 
rounding the whole town, and mounting a prodigi- 
ous number of guns. Tbey are flanked with bas- 
tions in the formation of which the different re- 
giments stationed here, have been occasidnallf 
employed. 
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Th^ pock Yardy^Blacksmith's t'orge'^Rojfe''Housc 
»^Ordnance Wharf^^Powder Magazine. 

V 1,T is extremely difficult to give such a 

description of the Dpck-yard, as can convey even 
a tollerable idea of it's neatness and excellent ar* 
rangementi^ . ; . ;, 

The approach to it, is by the principal street, 
taljed Fore-itreet^ which runs in a direct line from 
the entrance of the town to the gate of the yard* 

The view of the opposite shore, and of Mbiint 
JEdgcufnbcj the wet and dry docks, the store-houses, 
and in Qdie, the several buildings and ofiides admir- 
ably oilciilated for the rtiaintenande of a formidable 
navy, all regularly disposed and full of busy hands, 
vould require a volume of praise and commtcnd- 
ation. • . , 

H 



The houses of the principal officers form an 
agreeable row of neatly constructed building, in the 
centre of which lives the Commissioner of the 
Dock-yard. Several rows of shady trees are planted 
parallel with these habitations, and shelter them 
from the scorching heat of the sun, which I think 
shed it's beams with greater refulgence on the da^ 
we visited iMs place, than I ever remember to have 
felt before. 

The Blacksmith*s shop is an object of gF^i 
curiosity, and has very aptly been compared with 
the description of Vulcan's infernat habitation, so 
boldly described by Virgttitk the eighth i£neid» 

** Insula Sicamtuh juxta latus ^Eoliimque 
£i%hfir Liparea, fiimaatibus axdua saxjs^ 
Qaam subter specus et Cycjopum exesa camipis 
Antra £tnea tonant, validique incudibus ictus 

^ ^iUw&ti rcftnmt OTp ri**^! ! ^! sttiduntma ctvcmii 
Strictom Chalyhucn, et femacibus igjpts auhelat; 
Vulcani domus, et Vulcania nomine tellus. 

. fecnuA caoeapccbaat vasto Cyclopes in aatro^ 
Biont^s^i^ Sterop&q ; €t nudus membra fjiacflDOSU 
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Partb a&l Marti currmn<{»e rbt&sq ; yo}tk;t€s 

hstabant, ^uibus ille viros, quibus e^ckat mbts i 

*###« lit* #«#•#««# 

Alii ycatOfiU Mibiis auras; 
Accipiittnt reddiiiicqise : alii stridentia dnguot 
Mt3. lactt, ^mic impo$itis iilctidlbae aatraoi* « 
lUi inter sese multi vi brachia tbllunt 
In litimerumy versintq ; tenaci forcipe massaoi; 



Amid th' Hes^^erian and Siciliail floods 

All black with smoke a rocky island stobd^ 

The dark V ulcanian laiid; the riegion df thjb God; 

Htre the grim Cyblops jply, in vaiilts profound^ 

The huge iBplian forge, that thunders Jt>und. 

TTi* eternal anvils ringj the dungeon o*cr; 

Frbm side to side tibe fiery caverns roan 

Loud gfdans the mass beneath their ponderous blows j 

Fierce bums the flame^ and the full furnace glbws. 

. * *• 

Th^ alternate blows the brawny brethren deal ; 

Thick burst the sparkles from. the torturM steel. 

duge strokes^ rough Sieropes and Brontes gavej 

And strong Pyracmon shook the gldomy cave. 

a second tfaiil prepare 
The rapid chariot for the god of war, 
The thundVing whfcbls and sitles, that excitis 
The madding natiods to the rage of fight* 

^ooae with huge bdlows rouze the roftriag fiamt : 



} 
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Some in die stream the hissing metals drownM * 
From vault to vault the thundering strokes rebound, 
And the deep caves rebellov^ to the sound. 
Exact in time each pondVous hammer plays ; 
In time their arms the giant brethren raise. 
And turn the glowing mass a thousand ways. 

PITT. 



} 



The Rope-House is longer than that at Ports^ 
mouthy (upwards of 400 yards ;) every other part 
of the yard, excepting the Dry-docks, is upon a 
smaller scale. The site of the Dock-yard is a 
date quarry, and many of the buildings have bpen 
erected with materials dug on the very spot* 

A neat little Chapel stands near the entrancci 
whose Minister has a very handsome allowance; 
being entitled, besides his salary, to four pence per 
month for every man who is borne on the books 
of t^e yard. 

KingWilliam the third had the honor of found- 
ing this Dock-yard. It naturally excites our sur- 
prize, that so eligible, a situation as an harbour for 
ships iof war to lay in ordinary^ as well as for build* 
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ing and repairing them, should have remained so 
long forgotten or overlooked. 

Near the north west side of the Dock-yard is tfic 
Ordnance Wharf, where a prodigious assortment of 
ammunition is constantly in store^ as well as a great 
variety of arms of every description. Cannons, Ca- 
roiiades, Mortars, Bombs, Swords, Pikes, Musqiiets^ 
and almost every other device, wliich ha& been con- 
contrived by man to take away the life of mkn. 

The Powder Jvfagazine, a plain building qf 
white stone, stands northward of the Dock-yard, 
at the water'srcdge; and a very handsome house has 
been erected near it, for the residence of the officer^ 

belonging ta that departments 

• . •■ • • . ■« ■ 

Great precaution is used in admitting strahgent 
to a view of this repository, in which many thou-* 
sand barrels of powder are constantly lodged^ AH 
persons wearing swords oic spur^ are obliged tQ 
leave them with a centinel at the outer door, where 
jhey are furnished twith a pair of large clogs, ie^t^ 
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foty accident should happen froxn a sail which might 
have been used in the sole of the shoe. Aft)£r all^ 
I was much less pleased with a sight of the Powdf r 
Magazine, th^ with any other public work whipb 
1 visited; it very muf^reiesnbled a vinti^er^s cellar, 
^U pf small caijcs instead of lafge ones. 

Steel conductors, for ^ security pf the build- 
iflg agaiQst the effecu of lightnings are plaped at 
the fifigles ; and a stc^nn coming on^ just after Mfp 
left it, pre^pnted a very awfuU but at the same 
lime beautiful spectacle^ in the playifig of t^e elec- 
pic fluid upoi^ the ynrts. 

The arm of the sea^ into which the river Tamai^ 
empties itself, comes up bfctween the $ke of the 
Mig^ziiit and the opposite sl^ore; it is of a poble 
breadth, and a^ds, in saiting isp it, deUghtful 
yiews of the |iea( white faquses qf Sgitaihy and the 
remains of an ancient Castle caUed 7>^i»afonyiyhich 
I shall presently \mt occasiw to fiesqribet 



In the year 997 some Danish piiaie^ irho 
vere at that period the scourges qf tl)e sos^ entei^ 
the Tmiar; and laid waste, with fire and sword, a 
considerable part of die counties of Depon and 
Ciprii«Mii//^ which aM sq^atod fy that firaci 
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'-'•■■ ■■>. GHAP. XXI, 

Saltash^^Anocd'qieHrSt .SUpUvisjChurth^JRhugU 
in^^^Church Yard^r^Trematon C(fstle. 

• . ■ 

W^E were tempted by the finetie^s of the 
weather to make an excursion upon the opposite 
shore, and with this intention took boat near die 
Gun Wharf, and sailed with a fine breeze up the 
Tamar. An opening presented itself on the leftj 
called the river of St. G^rman^^whosc bold shores 
afforded innumerably objects ojt delight aiid a4n 
miration. ' *'*.'; 

• ■ ~ " •*- •^. • ' " 
We landed at Saltash^ a borough town, situat^ 
upon the side of a steep hill, and reaching to the 
water's edge. There is a Market House, supported 
by several pillars ; and, above it, a large; Assembly 
Room. Upon the brow of the hill is. aq old Con-i 
duit, with the following words on the stone work,*^ 
t^ BOROUGH OF SALTASH, mV\ 
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But th'fere must be some mistake ^n the^datei tl» 
building bein§ evidently of much greater anti- 
quity.- - -^ 

The streets are narrow, crooked j and ill built;' 
chiefly inhabited by poor fishermen : but it is one 
of the principal entrances into Carnw^//, dnd sends 
fVo Members to Parliament, ^' 



. A-^ory is-tolrf^^he of theC- family^ 

yA\Q spent a great deal of money' at a contested 
election here, without success; and being much 
eha^iiiedj^and'suspectifig himself duped by the 
Al^rmen of the town*: « after his betura home, her 
addressed -a polite letter to= the^Mayor, informingr 
fiina,' that he had directed. a box to be sent for; the 
M^rabers^ of the Corporation, containing some 
substantial marks of regard for that Respectable" 
body, and'requestirig his Worship to deliver the 
presents in his name. On the arrival of the box',^ 
the Mayor accordingly assembled his venerabte 
Associates : but, upon opening the package; instead 
ef a qaagnificent piece of plate qi: jome other v^"* 
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Ituble prtsezit) to the utter ^tdoishment of the 
vhole meeting, they found nothing but a dozen of 
common halters, separately directed for each Aider* 
snan, and a thirteenth (which, for the sak^ of <iis« 
tinctioni vas of silk) for (be. Mayor. 

At the commencement of the civil wars of 
Cromwell^ General Sir Ralfh Hoftow% drove tbQ. 
Rebels out of Saltash^ which was garrisoned for 
the Parliameflt, under the djnecttpa of Ruilwcni 
Governor of Plymouth. 

We ascended a hill (Awards the left; afid, m 
we approached the Church of St. Sttpkt% situated 
igipon an eminence about a mile from Saltash^ were 
amused with observing the extraordinary method 
of ploughing which is practised in these parts.*^ 
Tyro small horses, scarcely worthy of the name^ 
were tied to an awkward kind of plough, and ' 
driven up and down a field nearly as steep as thd 
roof of a house, by a boy who rode constantly 
ttpon the back of the hindmost beast^ and urged 
Ike pwr creatiims forwatd with a little vhip ^%9 
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that of a postillion, whenever the fatigue of ascend 
ing the hill made them faulter in their pace, 

Ifi the porch at the entt anee of the church-* 
yard, is a stone bearer to rest corpses on, whea 
brought bUher for interment r-and there is a kind 
of grating of lairge stones, sa placed as to prevent 
any cattle from getting into the church-yard— 't 
very decent aqd commendable contrivance. 

The Church h a large gothic pile, built with 
thin layers of storte, and covered with slate— which 
is also used for di^ formation of the monuments, and 
jeven the sun-dial. The following remarkable in- 
scriptioji was too conspicuous to l^e overlooked^ 

•^ In mcmoryof M(^ Richards the Wife 
Pf JiAn Rfchttrds. God so join'd us for lifti 
|n seventeen hundried and 86f did I 
Conquer Death, the fifteenth of July ; 
Just as I reach -d die age of fifty three, 
Death came in haste, and thus did call for me, 
Haste & prepare, for now die time js nigh. 
With four of thy olFspring thou must die; 
And leave Ay Husband ynik ^ otfa^ fouTi 
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lice -to'laincnt, whilst ivorixi* do thee .devour. 
Altho* a loving Wife industrious to perfi^ction, 
Also a tender Mother and Friend of great affection. 
So now farewell my Husband and my Children Dear, 
y/^ hope. X- fif gOAfr to Christ in h^e$ to ifieet youythcre^ 
Where my Relations all, and Friends I hope to see 
I cannot corne to thiem : hut' hope they'l come to me* 
So put y^uf^hist in Christ, and'Aen you will be found 
Tp rise wit^him on high; when |b« l^&t TniP^p di^Uspu^d.^' 



This phurq^ was collegiate^ and 5CiCuiar ca^. 
nons were placed here before the conquest. It 
Wf^s^ suppressed about .the- Ye^ ii?^ .^nd the 
J^9,nkL.J^inpved tQ a building cojitigiious to Xr^-^ 
naton. Castle, .which ^t^nds ^t UQ. great di?tancQ 
f^pm the churchy . . .. r i 

Some years since, a monumental stone was 
discovered here, supposed 19 have been designed 
for Orgar. Dixkc of Devpnia and C^rnttm?/^\ whose 
daughter was married to King Ed§ar; but of this 
there are r^o certain propfs., r > 

We pursued our walk to the beautiful and 
picturesque ruins of Trcmaton Ca&ile, whose y^ 
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nerable fragments threaten with destrtictioh every 
intruder who is tempted to approach them. 

This fortess is situated upon a. high hill, and 
rendered more elegant in perspective, by the tuft* ' 
ed scenery around it: and by the eiicircling ivy 
which seems to be using it's best endeavours to re- 
pair the havoc made by the repeated attacks of 
w^ind and tempest. 

" See ! broken battlements, array'd 

With Ivy*s awe-inspiring shade ; 

Whose verdant, proping arms prevail 

Where the builder's efforts fail." ' * 

This was the ancient residence of the Kihgi^ 
Dukes, and Earls of Cornwall^ who kept their 
court here; we find that it was given by the Cxm- 
queror to Robert his half brother: .but it i^ not 
supposed that he built it. 

Under a plain arch by which we entered the 
Castle, I observed the grooves for the^^ortculHs 
.•-•the.area within the walls may contain near two 
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acres of ground, but all the buildings have beeif 
demolished. The walls are about six feet thick 
and embattled all round — ^thc shape rather inclin- 
ing to a circle* 

The Keep is nearer an oval than a circte, the 
bare outside walls (which are about ten feet thick) 
are all that remain, and the interior is now conver* 
Xpd into a poutoe garden* 

There are no windows in the Keep, the rooms 
of which were therefore lighted from the Area, and , 
this little court must hftve been so confined, thai 
the apartments could be little better than so many 
dungeons. Security, however, being chiefly aimed 
at^ in simitar buildings-^-our ancestors frequently 
deprived themselves of those essential comforts^ 
ligbti and ain 

The entrance to the Keep was by asa^oh ardh^ 
ed door^way towards the west. On the north v^as 
a salty-port, and from the inequalities of the grouitti 
€fn that sfde, ^o^ buildings seem to have bee* 
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demolished; as likewise at the south west corner, 
where foundations of walls are siiU visible. 

The stone used in the building is porous, and 
resembles sand compacted or petrified The whole 
is surrounded with a deep ditch, except at the en<* 
trance, where a square tower is the only habi* 
table part»of this once regal seat: -now occupied 
by the iamily of a poor peasant, and affording him 
m common, with hh cattle, a miserable shelter 
&om the inclemency of the seasons 

William Earl ox Morton^ according to Dooms* 
day-book, had possession of this castle and held a 
market here. 
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CHAP. XXit 



Hcturn to Dock ---^ Plymouth ^^Mill-Prison ^'^thd 
Haugh — MtwStont — the Citadel — - Stone^ 
kouse-^Naval-Hosfital^-^Marine-Barracks'*^ 
Government-House* 

' \JN our tcturii to Plymouth^ we had a 
pleasant passage — the different objeets on shore^ 
and the busy assemblage of aquatic adventurers, 
vho had been drawn together 1^ the fineness of the 
/feather, added to a chearfulness which seems gene^ 
rally to characterize the neighbourhopd, which I 
am" attempting to describe. 

We had a view of 4ntohy^ a fine house be- 
longing to Mr. Carew^ and the irriguous banks of 
St. German's river, covered with fine woods on one 
jside, and corn fields oii the other; landed at the 
place from whence we had set out in the morningi 
.and passed through Dock to dine at Plymouth. 
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Pljmmtk U a town of some antiquity, but 
bas very little internal advantage or celebrity to re« 
commend it to r stranger's notice. It's markets 
are well applied, but dirty. It's inns are nume* 
reus, but incommiodtpus» It's buildiqgs are on a 
confined scale-**it's streets a^d alleys narrow, steep, 
and disagreeable. It's ptay-bouse dismal, fildiy, 
, and disgusting; and few additions to, or ioiprove- 
ments of the town : have taken place for many 
years. But, after having enumerated these great 
and striking disadvantages, we are bound to re* 
mark, that it has long been famied for it's conve- 
nient Pprt, and for it's fine pool for the recep- 
tion of merchant ships. 

After dinner we took a walk to MilUPrison^ 
the place df cpofinement for French prisoners: 
Arhere^ hotwiiibstanding the accoumts propagated 
to the contrary, wc were happy to find them in 
poi9e9sioxi of many comforts as well as every ne« 
cesstiry. The licentious liberty of republicanism 
teemed, even h«rc, to require a c|ieck-*-the most ' 
:hide<ient pic^«urc$, and pieces of carved work, 

O 
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being constantly exposed for sale. We were 
informed that a fever had lately made great ra- 
vages in the prifon— -and were not surprised to 
hear this, when we walked round the south west 
wall, where the stench of the sewers was intoler- 
able. I should not have been thus minute, if I 
had not entertained a hope -^ that the hint may 
reach those whose peculiar province it is to regu- 
late places of confinement; and that they may 
be induced to effect some beneficial alterations, 
in a matter which so greatly concerns the welfare 
of their fellow creatures. The very existence of 
putrid fever mighty undoubtedly, be extirpated in 
tikis country. 

The modem improvements which have been 
imade in the metropolis, and in all large manu- 
facturing and populous towns, evince the trutkl 
gf this assertion. The plague is not now heard 
of in England: and, as the ravages of that most 
highly putrid and destructive disease have been 
prevented, by the increase of cleanliness among 
'the lower orders of society, so there is no doubt, 
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that the free circulation of pure air, and the ad- 
mission of plenty of good water, to places of close 
confinement, would, in a great measure, annihilate 
infection. 

** Ye, who amid this feverish world would wear 
A body free 6-9111 pain, of cares a mind, ' 

Fly the rank city, shun it's turbid air ; 
Breathe not the chaos of eternal smoke. 
And volatile corruption from the dead. 
The dying, sickning, and the living world, 
Exhal'd to sully heav'n's transparent dome 
With dim mortality. It is not air. 
That from a thousand lungs reeks back to thine, 
Sated with exhalations, rank and fell. 
The spoil of dunghills, and the putrid diaw 
Of Nature; when, from shape and texture, she 
Relapses into fighting elements : 
It is not air, but floats a nauseous mass 
Of all obscene, corrupt, offensive diings." 

ARMSTRONG. 

Barracks, to contain a Regiment of Militia, 
have been erected, contiguous to the prison ; and 
there is a most commodious Guard-Room, for the 
use of the men on duty. 

Oa 
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Ascending a hill, eastward of the MilUPrison^ytt 
. came to a piece of ground called the Haugh^ which 
affords a beautiful prospect of Mount Edgcumbe^ 
the Island of St. Nicholas^ the Mew-Stone^ and the 
opening into Catwattr; and is bounded on the cast 
side by that noble fortification the Citadel. Mount 
Edgcumbe^ the beautiful seat of the Earl of Mount 
Edgcumbe^ presgits a most chearful front, flanked 
with rich woods and extensive shrubberies; objects 
of inestimable beauty in a country where the ground 
is too generally deprived of it's native green. 

The Island of St. Nicholas contains about three 
acres of ground ; it is but a little distance from 
shore, and is strongly fortified, ^nd garrison^ by 
the Royal Corps of Invalids. 

It is said that, during the reign of Edwari 
the sixth, this spot was resorted to by many well 
affected persons, who fled from the rebels iti Com- 
ivalL From the western extremity of the island 
runs a ledge of rocks to the shore at Crimik pas- 
sage, below Mount Edgcumbc; in the midst of which 
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is a narrow entrance for ships tp pass through; and 
in order to direct their course, three obelisks, of 
a pyramidical form, have been erected upon the 

^he M^Wr Stone is an insi)lated rock, near she 
south east corner of the land, at the emraiice to 
the harbour. 

The approach to Cativdier^'-whert the Meipcliaht- 
men lie at anchof eastward of Pl^mouth^ is defended 
by a Block-house upoaa i^omontoiy called M^unt 
BaUon^ the guns of which are also well calculated 
to rake any ship which may attempt to pass up to 
ffctnoazcA '» ■ > .. 

Having entertained ourselves for a consider^ 
&ble time with viewing these several Objects, we 
proceeded to thc-dtadel^ which is one of the most 
cpmplete fohifications in England. It is so situ- 
ated as to command not only the entrancie to the 
harbour ajod Catwater. but likewise the whole town 
of Plymouth^ many, of the streets of which, lie: open 
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to. the mouths of the cannon upon the ramparts. 
Indeed there can be no doubt of this fortress having 
been originally built as much for the purpose of 
over-awing the townsmen, as for their security; for 
it was erected in the reign of Charles the second, 
and about the time of his establishing the Cabal or 
Junto, whose designs were so evidently directed to 
restrain the liberty of the subject, 

*' Her Gates in awftd grandeur stand, 
£<^ual to shine in peace, or war sustain. 
Her mighty bulwarks threat the plain 
With many a work of death, apd armed mound.'* 

It wouldj be uninteresting to attempt a minute 
description of the bastions, counterscarps, ravines, 
&c. &c. it is sufficient to observe, that all the 
works are. mounted with heavy . cannon, that it is 
well stored with ammunition, and occupied by a 
Garrison of considerable Strength. 

*SBatt'rI^. on batt'riq^ guard each fatal pass^ . 
Threat'ning destruction ; rows of hollow brass, 
Tiibe behind liibe, the dreadful entrance keep ; 
While^ in. their wombsr,* tenlhousand domders sleep/*^ 
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' The apartmeats of the GoVemory since the 
building of a new house for hii residence at Do^^, 
teve been filled by his Lieutchant, A^^ho is a gen- 
tleman very generally and deservedly respecied. 
The Citadel and Ramparts afforded us a pleasant 
lounge; and we must not quit them without men- 
tioning 1 good statue of King George \ht second, 
placed upon a grass-plat apposite the Governor's 
house. Over the' Gateway is the date 1671, the 
year of it's erection,. • ' 

• Untirtbe time' of Sir Branch Drdke^ Plymouth 
was much inconvenienced by the want of a regular 
supply bf water) knd, to the skill a^d exertidtts 
of that -gentleman, have succeeding generations 
owed the advantages of a fine lake, which he caused 
to be brought hither* 



• ' Plfmouth is a; place ^f some antiquity; ii's 

rHail is- evidently dtriveci from the river Plym. 

^It is a town c^pofiti^^ and has sent Membet^ 

6 Parliamem evet since the r^igA of Eiinanri 

the first. 
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The direct road ftosmPlyn^^^ to Po^k passes 
diroug^ the village of Slonehause; which increases 
so rapidly, that a few yqars will, probaUy^ rexyier 
Jt the iMjans of uaiting tbemtogethen 

Stanchmse is remarkable for two public 
buildings, of great utility and magnificence; o^ 
the Navai Hespital^ the other the M^arjinc-Bar- 
neks. The Br&t is situated in a lar^ enclosure, 
on the right hand side of the road ; and is .well 
supplied with every comfort and convenience for 
the benefit of the sui&r^, and attended by the 
;most eminent of the faculty. The last is erected 
on a fine open airy spot, in the soutl^em part 
of the village; and fini^ed with great neattn^ss 
and ekgatupe. 

We took a cursory view of the Government 
House, a new buitdii^ cpntjgpous to f^ town of 
.jDocil, before wenembatkis4 i^r CornvM'^*, It. is a 
seat stone edifkie, cQiPffHmdiAg a b^utiful yu^i^ 
of the shippif^.ia (hf: Jprbquri '^ pf ^oy^pi 
Mdgcumhi. 



The principal apartments are in the south 
front; the north opens into a piece of waste 
ground, made use of as a parade by some of the 
regiments in garrison here. Two batteries occu- 
py the highest part of this field, and are capahlft 
of affording considerable security to any vessels 
coming iifto Hamoate. 
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CHAP. xxm. 



^rimUt'Ferry'-^Mount Edgcumbt^^-tkc Gardens--^ 
'. BatUry^-^Monnments-^VuwS'^Dide de Medina 
Sidonia — GroUo — Maker -^ Telegraph *^ih< 
Church — Inscriptions. 

At Crimble- Ferry we crossed the water 
to Mount Edgcumbcj and landed at a neat, snug, 
comfortable public-house, upon the water's edge. 

Not far ftom this plaice iifm woke shewn a na^ 
tural curio^ty, very well worthy of examination^ 
The shore consists of bold eminences, and vast 
masses of slate; from the surface of which, a sort of 
lapidijic matter having oozed, descends like a large 
sheet of ice, and forms a substance harder than 
slate, and approaching nearly to the nature of stone. 
Hence naturalists have observed, that the produc- 
tion of certain stones depends upon the descent of 
tain water through the fissures, crevices and pores. 
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of rocks, which, uniting with portions of dieir sub- 
stances, forms stone, in the mannier above stated. 

Having obtained permission to see the gar- 
dens* of the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe^ we were ad- 
mitted, by a small iron gate, into the pleasui^ 
grounds* The first object which engrossed our 
attention, was a spacious conservatory; where the 
exotics expanded their foilage in the open air, and 
rioted luxuriously in the refulgence pf a meridian 
svm. .'.'■■ ' m' • , ■.-..•.... 

From thence we were conducted into a grove 
dedicated to Ariosto; whose statue, with an Italian^ 
iiiscripti<i% iis placed on a neat pedestal in the cen- 
tre. The walk next Idads to a battery^ >mouQtcd 
"With tweuty^^one guns^ opposed to the passage^ into 
ffanwdzej and alongf'a slope decorated witbanidqi:^ 
vases afnd urns. ...... 

A monument in memory .of Timothy Brett is * 
placed <in a grove of cypress ; and nm £kr from it 
is a littte tc^ple^ surrounded with iredarm^^ and 
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odoriferous plajlts. If this delightful place wants^ 
a Qame, I would call it-«^^' the house of the fo- 
rest of X^f anon." 

la a thicket, almost impervious, is an urn 
with this inscriptioD,~* 

" Porco fidissimo cupidini 
Hie tumulus inscxibitur." 

The serpentine walk now leads rap ah aseem 
to another temple, containing the busts of Virgil^, 
Homer J Shakespear^ and Milton; and a fine imita- 
tion.of bronze, in thestatuc of a negro. 

trhe gravel walks; arei full of a kuid> of spar» 
which glitters and reflects like small pieces of steel 
Cork trees, Magnolia, and Myrtles flourish in great 
idnrndance^ and seem perfectly" naturalized to die 
soil. In a pretty grotto, under some fii^.rOcJi work, 
is a little bason of transparent water. 



Hitfaerta our attention had been coiifUied to 
ifat immor of the gahlensi; the dtipost^on and 
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atrangement of wKicH has been ttiadc with utt- 
commem taste. I hars^e no doubt, however, thai 
Mount Edgcumbe was, naturally, an enchanting spot. 
The Duke de Medina Sidonia^'who commanded the 
Spanish Armada in the reign of Queen Elizabeth^ 
advanced so far up the Channel and into the mouth 
of Plymouth harbour, as to obtain 4 view of these 
grounds; and was so struck with the beautiful ap- 
pearance of Mount Edgcumhe from the water, that, 
in the projected participation of the lands, he had 
reserved thii spot for his own possession : and it is 
to be remarked, that, at that time, it had only the 
advantage of a few yeisirs cultivation) Progressive 
improvements have been making, during a period 
of more than two hundred years since. 

Gaining a considerable degree of elevation,^ 
and overlooking the plantations, we were presented 
at one view with the buildings at Plymouth and 
Stonehduscy the Marine and Mill-prison barracks, 
ja^id a :^paU portion . qf the sea below : n$. 

An avenue of ash trees brought us tp a corner 
of the grounds, opening to a northern view of the 
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coast of Plymouth ; on the other side «^the harbou'r 
«*»the town of SaUash '^Goycmmtnt-Housc and 
J)ocl; and, in front, the Mew-stone— -St. Nichohs* 
Idand and Cutwater. 

We proceeded through a close winding walk 
upon the brow of the hill, and came round the; 
extreme point of the land under an arched rock| 
from whence the Eddistone Light-house is visible. 
The declivity to the sea is covered ^ith shrubs and 
scotch firs; and among them is an antique porch 
or grotto, shaded with myrtle and ivy, with a seat 
which commands a small bay or inlet of the sea. 
The soil here is so wonderfully prolific, that wc 
might truly say, with Mn Addison^ 

*^ Rozze amor rupl molle mirto menano 
Ricco profumo, peste erbette olezzano/' 

" Ev'n die rough rocks with tender myrtle bloonit 
And trodden weeds send out a. rich perfume." 

We had spent so much time in admiring the 
natural and artificial beauties of these delightful 
ga^rdcrts, that we were constrained to proceed 09 o|tf 
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w^y without inspecting the house, whose exterior 
is no way answerable to the place about it. 

We were now arrived at the termination of 
the Park, near which stands jif aitfr: Church, with 
the Telegraph. The signals are made by « 
certain number of balls and pendants, run up in 
different directions; and there is a litde cabin at 
the foot of the flag-staff, near the Church-yard, 
inhabited by a veteran Lieutenant, who conducts 
the business of the signals, and politely explained 
to us the method of working the Telegraph, The 
top of the tower, upon which the signal-post is 
placed, afforded a charming view of the ocean, as 
well as the land side, with all the striking and in« 
teresting objects before-mentioAed, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Plymouth and Dock^ extending even 
to Trematon Castle. 

The church of Maker is a small neat building, 
but the pulpit and reading-desk are magnificent ; 
a^d a large.^ gallery, appropriated for the use of 
the Mount Eigcumht family, is rather too much 
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ornamented atid distinguished, in a place where ike 
Shadow of jpre-eminetice ought not to enten 

Against one of the pillars in the body of the 
church is a ublet, with the following attempt at 
Versification:—- 

** Here by this pillar interred doth lie 
The bodies of man and wife which at once did die^ 
They like two turtle doves when one was gone 
The other for her death, to death did moroe, 
Thtj have left the company of mortals here 
To be 'with the immortal God whom they did fear 
And when their woik on earth was done, 
like two traveUerp they walk home, 
With whom wee leave them untill wee 
With them the inuhortal God shall see." 

This elegant epitaph is placed here in meisiorf 
of " John Ingramj of Higher Insworth^ Geiit, and 
Johanna his wife, which departed this life the ^ih 
and 9«A of June^ A.D. 1669." 

Near the east end is a small white marUe 
mOilument, beautifully polished, with the follow* 
Ing inscription:-^ 
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^^ THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

GIORGE '^4^\0F H?0WN7. EBGCUMBfi 

VISCOONT MOUNT EDGCUMBE AND VALLETORt 

RAROt< EDGCUMBE 

ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE 

iORB tlEOTiNAirt A'Nb GUSTOS ROtt^LbRUMl 

OF THE COUNTY OF CORNWALL 

, ; . , .. AND; ; ^' ' ^ 

ONE OF HIS majesty's PRIVY COI^NCIL 

oJiiiT 4 FEB. iygi/ AT. 74,**' 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



Cawsand — Smugglers — S harrow -Pastures — Sea \ 
.... Frasp^fJts ^Grot^o— Verses r-Sun-setting. . \ 

^^^E descended a very steep hill, amidst 
the most foeud and disaffreeable odour of stinking 
pilchards and train oil, into the town of Cawsand^ 
situated in the famous bay of that name. 

This little place, and Kingsand which adjoins 
it, is inhabited by Fishermen ; whofe families arc 
employed in salting jCftri^b/iS^dance of fish, for 
home consumption, v ; > *^ 






The Streets scarcely deserve so important a 
name ; and some of the Houses are almost inac- 
cessible, on account of the steep banks upon which 
they are built — and where they are so much ex- 
posed to the violence of the wind, as to keep theiF 
inhabitants in perpetual jeopardy. 



.Upon Mahr. Heights^ aboye the Town, and 
emii^ly cQinifiar|ding it, are .twp Fprts, which ^rc 
well mounted wit^, heavy ca;ryaon. Several enr 
caoipm^^is hay^, been, formed oa this groun^- 

^ ., -^Iigi; ^^cruriited fleets pl.^runce^x^^, Spain 
adyefit^red tq approach the Bay, .it was ju4§ed 
iiecef j*^i;y, ihf t tte^tro^s ^t^mnt E^^cumbe shpul^ 
be cut down, to prevent their affording, shjjltpr to 
the enemy, in case a landing was effected. 

, t In . goin J ^(^\^li , the ; ^ill^ towards Kings^ndy 
we. m^t.^3e:y;j^ fem^^es, v^iosei apge^ance waii.so 
^o^^ef^jjue ai^d ^^,xtraay4ip^J^y» fbat J could noi ima7 
gi|l9^,ift yhfttjiB^^lpi^ cj3iD^rived to alter 

^ir patur^l ^Ixajjes so com^^efely ; ; till, upon en^ 
fl^uir)r, we {^n^^ |hat t^ey were. si|[}ugglers o/fpi^ 
rituous liquors; whiqjiL^^hey Y^.r^. at that tin^ecipn- 
veying from their Cutter to Plymouth^ by means 
9|f ]:t^ai^^^j^sj«^ift9ied wnder t)^w..petucoats*vand, 
i!\4f9^>,tb^X w^er?r«o,.^9a^yjlyJk^^ i,^fW?if,wijth 

great.?]jJ5ar^i»t,<tffifjU](y «th^^^ afo^. , j .. 



Pa 
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This I'fficit ttaffic is carried ofc whhobt the 

least apptchensfofi of the consequence of 'dtteo. 
tibn* — the Smugglers finding a c?6llstiint'tearfeet for 
their contraband articles, Sit 'PiyfHdttth I>odc.'iind 
the neighbouring villages — and seldom meeting 
with any interruptions from the* ExiisJe Ofecers, 
vho, if attentive to the dischar^fe ti( their dti^y, 
might seize vast quantities of ^mug^edgoods^ at 
every hour in the day. i i 

The principal annoyance to these honest traders, 
.is' their intercoiitse ' with dir urfKeii ^ sallcfri ; to 
Whose insults andfrofics thfey'af^ ^Jttjietudlty c^- 
pos^d; both in nhe road to'Crifkbte^'Pirry'^d in 
their i^iassage ov^ir the water -^iiM Vis hdt^ulfflt;- 
■qiiemly that the^ "jolly ions of Neptune pi^itt'i^i 
bladders with 'theiV' knives, ancl k^^til^ fenj6y the 
confusion they^haVe'cSccasidhed.' ^' ''^ * '*''' '' 

' ' Shmggliiigseefms t6 cbristit&fe*44e^ttia^^^ 
a!m6n^ the tower' braei'sbf^'t6pl<^,'oii M^'i^^ 
and soHi^ hundreds • gain 'AisirliveWhiibd't^^ 
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At Caw\and >ve. ^re informed, that a plca- 
sant walk, which leads to the villagp of TregantU^ 
would present us (as it was a clear day) with 4 
view of the Coast, as far westward as the Lizard, 
We were happy to embrace so agreeable an op- 
portunity of breathing a little pure air— immedi- 
ately left the. pilclfard merchants^ andy conducted 
by a guide, climbed up the rpcks of this uncommon 
but romantic peninsula. 

We reached Sharrom-Pastur^esy some cultivated 
fields rich in herbage, about iburo^clock in the 
afternoon; and enjoyed, with inlinite satisfaction, 
as bold a view of Old Ocean " heaving his tem- 
pestuotis bittoWs to the skies'* as perhaps any sitU; 
ation in the world can afford. The mountains of 
Cornwall and it's abrupt precipices frowning at the 
surge, which eternally dashes with hoarse murmurs 
against the rocks upon the coast, were not the least 
interesting features in the picture. But the scene 
must have been greatly heightend, when the British 
Fleet, riding triumphant upon the waves,-— with 
f the gallant Howe^ and those brave veterans who 
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distinguiflied themselves with him, on the famed ^ 
first of June^ was seen stretching it*s tremendous 
line from Rame-Head to the Lizard^Point^ and 
bidding defiance to the combined efforts of Eng- 
land's foes. 

Below us, scooped out of the solid rock, was 
a large cave formed by the manual labour of Mr. 
Joseph Lugger^ of the lloyal Navy. The roof 
is arched, and the dimensions are fifteen feet long, 
by about eight wide; it is furnished with a table, 
and benches of sCone on each side, fufficient to 
accommodate more than twenty persons. 

The following unpolifhed lines are cut in the 
roof and sides of thq grotto; frpm whence (while 
my companion amufed him^lf wjth angling for 
conger eels, which are found here in great nunil)er$ 
and of prodigious size) I transcribed theip^ 

Opposite the entrance^ 

••To 
Miss Eliot, of Fart.Eliot, 
, dedicated, 
Cai tUonis assurrexit gmnis Nympharum/' 
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** Not Roman annals, of immortal fame, 
Could boasi a higher or more glorious name ; 
Britain ! an Eliot long thy cause maintains 
And nobly scorn'd to forge his country's chains. 
So great a name, with charms so bright as thine, 
Have made ev'n Shar row's rough hewn stones to shine,'' 

** J. Lugger Navlcnlator fecit 

Anno 1784. 

Scire tuum nihil est nisi te 

scire, hoc sciat akcr." 

On the souih side. 

•* If Sharrow down thy wand'riug steps invite, 
Unerring nature can thy thoughts delight; 
On it's high cliffs securely may'st thou ftand. 
And view the rocks that guard thy native landl 
But, as thou walk'st, should sudden storms arife, 
Red lightnings flash, or thunder shake the ski^ 
To Sharrow* s friendly grot in haste retreat. 
And find safe shelter and a rocky scat; 
Then listen to the ocean's awful roar, 
And view the waves dash on it*s bounded shore.'* 

" Th' Omnipotent all things must obey : 
Observe the great and the tremendous sea ! 
Washing, with rolling waves, the doubtful strand; 
By turns it's ocean, and by turns it's land. 
Whether the winds and moons their periods keep^ . 
To swell the billows and ferment the deep, 
Content am I, th* all-moving cause t' admire, 
In air» in earthi in water and in nre ; 



From these the pljanctary systems all 

Run their rounds with ihh terrestrial balU" 

On the €tiling. 

♦* Near to this place, once Sharrow palace stood. 
With rocks surrounded, and the briny flood ; 
Where the loMd tempest bids the billows roar, 
Lashing the rocks, and diund'ripg on the shore. 
Safe landed froia the storm aod forming main, 
This friendly 'sylum would the £sher gain. 
Time gave the word ! this useful building falls. 
And sunk in mifis are it's once stl-ong walls. 
Say, would you breathe the fresh enlivening air> 
To yon high cliffs and sandy beech repair ; 
Not spicy gales^ Uown fromAraiia^s coast. 
More pure nor balmy influence can boast* 
Behold yon sea, with it's self-cleansing wave, 
Ji alth comes ajong, and l^ids you freely lave; 
To you, who now enervated descend, 
She will, in time, her kind assistance lend: 
By this and exercise, here oft endur'd, 
The Gro^tks^]£ for t^i^y years was eur'd," 

" On the north sidt. 

<* Lopk, round, on this terr^iquepus ball. 
How all the nations rise and f^l ; 
In wisdom's scries (clear is the c^e) , 
Prudence exalts as wiles abase: 
By ill-judged measures, Britain see \ 
4imri(;a no more de^^ids on thee. 



e/^ 



« \VTica Aou do^t enter this «cquester*d spot» • 
May cv*ry jarrtog passion be forgot. 

' Belidld^f fhtss^'artjess scenes 1 how vast! how ghdd! 
Proclaim the wonders, of thy Jiiakfir's hand; • 
Who gave thy soul it's cv'ry, thinking pow*r» 
hhi fondly shield tfiee '«v*ry dcetihg h6nt ; 
From thence thy motives iato action rtta 
And self-conviction bids thee vice to shun. 
Improve thcs^ thoughts whdre pttlce' Sind sHeftcfe f^ga^ 
J^tiA Sharrm grpohtU not W hjpfm in vaki/' 

ANN THOMAS. 

Over the door^ on the outside. 

** Intus arnica' specus vivoque sedilla saxo 
^ Nympharura domus/* 

Mr. Lugger^ bcfore-mentiotied, is a gentleman 
coBsiderably 'advanced in life. It is said that te 
made the village of Tregantie his residence during 
the American war; and that, being recommended 
to use constant exercise and some kind of bodily 
Ubour, in order to prevent a fit of the g6ut, he, 
with his own hands, made this cave : and, as the 
story goes, has never since been visited by that 
obstinate and painful disorder. 

Before we left this rustic retirement^ we had 
•II opportunity of rontempiating the fictting SUM 



The glorious luminary of day gently sinking below 
the horizon, presented one of the most^autiful 
and interesting spectacles in nature, gilding the 
waves with it's radiant beams, aud descending witlf 
awful silent grandeur; till, on a sudden, resting as 
it were, for a moment on the bosom of the mighty 
waters, it embraced the tremendous deep, and en- 
tered into " the vast palace of darkness." 

Hail, peaceful scene of calm retirement! tran- 
quil abode of contemplation ! Here, let the children 
of Nature view with becoming gratitude. His won- 
drous works who gave that Sun it's substance, and 
sends it daily to revive a sickening world. 

See! there, those mighty barriers of the main 
which rise in sullen majesty, and hide their sum- 
mits in the glowing clouds ;~mountains not merely 
bulwarks of security — but va^t repositories of 
we^ilth, and treasuries of arts and industry ! 

Here! rugged promontories and samphire- 
crowned rocks display the native wildness of their 



I 
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charms; while, dashing at their feet, the sea (whose 
raging violence Bought but Almighty Power can 
restrain} pours forth it's numerous and most valued 
treasures — swells it's vast billows — ^lifts their foam- 
^ing heads — augments the roaring of the impetuous 
surge-: — to praise the Great Crjsator! Blest 
Source or being !—^ Power infinite-^— 
divine!! 

• . 4. " But I lose 

Myself in Him ! in light incflFable ! 

Come then» expressive silence! muse his praise;*^ 




^-'' A 
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CHAP. XXV«, 



- . ■ . « 

Road to East Loot — Bridge, — 4dventurC'T-B0con- ^ 
nock-Houu — Stormy Night -^ Corfiish Hospi-^ 
tality — St. Austlc-^Execllcnt Inn. , 

1 HE evening coming on, we made the 
best of our way to Antony; . where we saw, on the 
rigHt, the noble mansion of Reginald Polt Garew, 
Esq. Representative in Parliament for Lestwithid; 
and from thence proceeded towards East Looe. 

The road was excessively steep, and we de- 
scended twice almost to the water's edge, once by 
a zig-zag path among huge rocks and precipices, 
and immediately afterwards mounted another hill, 
to the height of at least six hufidred feet above the 
level of the sea; from whence we looked down 
towards the shore, which is verdant almost to the 
water's edge, and isaw cattle grazing among innu* 
merable sea gulls and other large birds, which 
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Now, sailing Sfsii9p^,|]ii9 Ipd ?W%C ''Je^, ;:. 
Now; — dip their pinions in die briny deep," 



•'■We pissed tW0aittl<i villages, HtLlMiiVft^^^mfi 

afid'lN)«n--<^2^^^;'ja!nd'kH6ngd[iaiidfe$^^tM<Xb<^H 
^M^eptisedWieH^ for tlie «}ght 4ta tktle^ 
nearitHtentrahce'.of'thii ihw'n. • • ' '■•' ■ ■ A)^ 

The river Zoof , which is very broad and dear, 
pkises «ui^ an old'lmdgd 6^ fbuti^en^i^^chds, and 
ftfls^rt^ ifee«sk'1)d?«^een thet#ol»Wo%g!ttVWai 

-•'.iU;'i: till DJw.Ji'j ■. ;. ..j;,i)>t'i f'i. ') ! ;;. j'l 

' ' ^'*rh<^4*isifi6to iJfEak ^dn irf^vtry- ^jJrturesqtjei 
ITp6fi'a"^imhetiit ][)'4nt of the rbcfej^Brbi-e tlie tti*m; 
»-^kiA!iIH»lfii>lV w7dT^t'giHis;'knd>i%reast'iiorki 
ter8^^iKai*tfcri« t'Th'fhitises aifesiH«!i buHt Vit^ 
ilJite,"'kna"Vi;rt "^tfoafif'togfttlfetd * ofl^e iiM\iivaiii 
chi^jr ¥M euipldyihent-in ihe I^ifeh^rcl Fiilfi^ 
atltfi a'^fiaik^ljtoitbry'^f vrorsiea^B !ilio:'carfi(;*'M 
fieire.''. "the a^arimtffr of^hd ttyWrf'frdin fhfc'^i 
pb^tfe^hiH rslfttidierccl' very pleayingj by a'litdc^ 



slope above it^ ccrvecftd ¥^tch orchftida* The Tovn- 
hall much resembles a little church. - ' 

We passed over the long bridge before-men- 
tioped) and;a$C¥i)ded a very hj[g\i.hill. . The 99011- 
try marLap€ saidPclynt (by the cpvptry nj^e 
Mllofi PljinO i^ ^closed; ^^ t^ hedges ^c^^ 
high, precluded any opportvnity of makiqg .ob- 
servations upon the neighbouring country. 

i :, ^In this narrow lane yft |ne^ ^aja o^djbpking 
Qian widi a l^rge white wig ,911, 4ii)d a. das^« jof , co« 
mic vivacity and wildness in ^foiipjLe^n/9(;^<whi(;h 
bespoke an extraordinary character. He imme- 
diately accQstedrU^ and desire^ us to uiidpr^tand 
-^that he yffis^a spiritwU'^bspjIflicr^y^f^h^ 
^be poor map'.ij.^efangfqij^, w? huf»p|ttjfi^ hjin 
&»rf few niinu^s in his d^coiir^e, and^bcfpfpii^^ 
liSf;^tbathe had beei]^^wriiing,£[^ a]9ng.^ime,ifi 
defence of .the Bible, tt^iat he w<^ a f^ve %^ jf.es (uird^ 
whace many jqf hysjfj^^^aps.lpd.r^^ B?f:. 

t^cularly his. brother; wbom,.he^^.d, h^4 (^Pi^^ 
the idciBt of hi? being a madipan) ./lispossesiedl fciw 
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of his property^4i%d;Only.4lls»fed him a sjcaaty 
annuity, scarcely' suffibieht for him to pHr^ his 
favorite studies of Astronomy, Astrology and! Di- 
vinity^- in \ik\c\h hoyrey^r, h? tted, notwAj^awiing 
every obstacld and inconvenience^ made a great 
proficiency, and should be happy to prove, the 
truth of.tbisf assertioo, hy ckwosisyu^Ciag to vs at 
his house at 'Leslardy thither he vas going. 

tVe met with nothing remarkable until' our 
atrivaK at Lord Cameljord's seat 2iBoconn6ci^ which 
we approached by a fine avenue of lofty trees. 

l^'he House 43. 9paci0i|f and cpoiforj^dbie^ and 
contains some ca^itial paihtingb and a valuable 

library. 4. . , . . v 

In thte BrMiafdWoom are^tWo^4#fte^4>usts — of 
Lord Camel/or d^ the lat&pcopti^l^r of the mansion, 
and the late Earl o£Chdtkam; ih^'lbrlner by Chris^ 
topher Hewitson^ 'the latter fay Wilson. — Beneath 
the bust of Lord CAii^A^m are the following Unes^ 
WgttprcjjS oo'^axopiper f l4te':-r- ' ' . ' - i' 
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'K Her trophies "fidbd, and'revdnt'^ lier jpear^ 
.:%ml £nghn4,W: g^tm^ b^cd. 0'er Chatham^ s. iier j 

I^er sails no more, in ev'ry clime unfurrd, 
'Proclaim her dictates to th* admiring world: 
' 14^ iiiofe 'shall accents nervbuSy hoid aiKi Mwsg^* ' 

flqw ifk fyi^ pcNi^ds froo^ hU j)al;;^Ki^ ^ngvcy 
. Yet shall th' historic and poetic pa^e 

Thy name, great shade ! devolve from age to agej * 

By d)^;^ tfii;fm^'4, a^d v^itb thee a^e fell !!^ • . 

In tjic pining-rpom are .two capital paintings : — 

. . . Abraham^ S(irah, Hagar^ and Ij^hptaelp — a^d . 

i:.Mv/.^ - - The Prodigal Son. '''^^'' 

.. • / i :. '•. -.. • •. i •' : . .■'" t' )•- 

' In another apartmerU^^^ 

1 The late Prince of WaleSy by Vanloo^ 1742. 
^V S^ ikni Sd'^mders'i^ ststisirs oT ^e £rst 

4 Thamas PUt^ Esq. grandfather of the first Lord Cam^l^ 

fordy and son of Governor Pitt. '' 

5 EsseXi Daughter of Governor Pitt^ and wife of Charki 

,.^ , (J, ^(fflc/? Wflifole. . . , , ^^. 

3 George^ Lord Edgcumbe, 

,'.:•;. ^ ^ .;;;!■> 4"Lordi;y^/&ft^J' ' • ' -^ •'^i ••:• " 

$ The Honorable and Right; IUv)ensnf£%ac/«ir <i^M29|(nr) 
' Lord Bishop of Carlisle. 
6 Richard^ Earl Ttntfle. 
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In. the library, pver the chimlney is a beauti- 
ful imitation of antique bronze, upon slate,. and a 
gpod ^paii^ting (rf the Earl of Strathmirr€. 

The ball-room opens jit one end into the libra* 
ry, and at the other into the drawing-room. The 
view of the garden from these windows is charming: 
and there is a £ne dropping cascade nearthe house. 

The pictures ire-— 

1 Sir BfginaUi dXii^voKieat inhabitaixtfii o{ Boconnock, 

2 Lady Mohun, J the date 1636* 

3 Thomas PitU Esq. fadier 1 r r j /i ic j 
. m^ 71-.. !_ >oi Lord Camdford. 

4 Mrs. Pttt^ - • . . mother J . ■ 

5 TheT Right Honorable i^ein-ge GrenvilU^ fethe? of the 

Marquis of Buckingham. 
4 Six Richard Lyitletony K. B. uncle of Lotd Catnelfori. 

1 General, Earl Stanhope* 
SThe Duchess oiCleveland^ &vorite of Charles the second/ 

9 Bishop of Carlisle. 

iO Governor PiV/, to whom the celebrated jewd called 

** die Pitt diamond" belonged. . 

11 hoxi Lytileton^ 

' 12 Richard^ Viscount Co ft ham. 

13 WilliaThytArXoi Chatham. 

14 Mrs. StewArU ' T ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Lord Camelfori. 

15 Mrs* Filler Sf J 



We wer^ shewn two carved dudrs and a small 
table of ebony, made out of Queen EUzahetk's 
cradle: and a iniicfa mope haAdsolDe and vailoable 
curiosity— a rich old cabinet of tortoise-shell inlaid 
with silver, representing the whole of Ovid's -Meta- 
morphoses. ^ 

We also saw a large rpon^ foU of the finest 
old china, elegantly disposed: — a collection not to 
be equalled, perhaps, in 4he kingdom, unkss we 
^except that of the Duche^. Qi Martt^roiigh ix 
Blenheim. 

In a dressing-room t!iere arc several gocfd 
{»rint&, of the most memorable si^s and Oj^^v^l 
engagements. 

^ The day was unfavorable for exploring the 
gardens: we therefore eootented ourselves with 
riding up to a magnificent fiiated column, erected 
on an eminence at a distance from^ the house, in 
memory of Sir R{il^ lyttktQn^ K. B» 
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The road fh>m Aaconnock is very dos^ Md 
uneven,^— in one place it winds through a grove of 
oaks which have It solemn and picturesque <ffeclv 
liaviiig no guide but that of a common travdlmg' 
map, which was very inaccurkte^ we lost our way 
and wandered jbbdut for two hour^, which made ic 
late before we arrived at L^i^tt^z^Aie/^ancfently ca!kd 
Uztlla^ a sm^lV bofough, but one of the best built 
(it is said) in the county. Here, we intended tot 
have terminated this day's journey; but tL General 
Officer and his suite, with some other company, 
kaving completely occupied the inn at whicfc we 
stopped to bait du* horses, we defennilied-— in spke 
of the roughness of the weather, which was excess 
dvely stormy, and the swift approach of ^mght-*^ 
to push forward to St; Austl'e. 

Long since these sheets were prdpafed for 
the pre^, i accidciically met with a description: 
of the very road which I arm notw.mentionfing, m 
<* a tour through the south cf England^ Waksy ^c* 
tii^e in the summer of 1791;" and the authov 
appears^ by one of those $inguitir QlNtsices whic^ 
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no man can account for, to have travelled over tlie 
same ground at the same dismal hour as we did^ 
and, what is more remarkable, to have described 
this circumstance in very nearly the words which 
I; had made use of. *' It grew very dark, (says he) 
the night became gl6(Hny and tempestuous, and 
nothing was wanting to render our situation truly 
dismal, but the prospect around us; which, we were 
told, was a wild and barren moor; rugged, black, 
and desolate," 

It was with infinite difiiculty.fhat we explored 
the road* I have observed that the night was 
approaching before we left Lestmthiel; and we had 
not proceeded more than three miles, before we 
were enveloped in total darkness,— the rain de- 
scended in torrents — the wind howled through the 
craggy hollow valleys; and the streamlet, which was 
accustomed to ribble gently from the hills, now,augr 
mented to the furiousness of a catariu:t, disdained 
it's wonted limits, and rushed down the steep witli 
the most awful impetuosity* To add to the feorrora 
of this tremendous night, the rattling peak of than- 



( 245 ) 

der seemed to ^hike the very grouttd tifidar oiir feet, 

and were re-dchoed from the neighbouring n\pun^ 

iains, and the mines beneath them. 

....'.'>■■ ■ •■ ' ' • 

..." The desert trembles wide around. 

And repercussive hills repeat the sound," 

. .' - ♦, • • , ; ': 'i 

*f The gath'riijg tempest now with horror tcems^? ' . \ 
Through the dread gloom the vivid lightning gleams : 
P^i *)Ub\4rS peal ! —still nearer — arid more near — 
Cpntendiii^ cloudf convey th' electric yj^^r, . ' , 
Griev'd at the tempest (that, to ruin^ sweeps 
Her boiintebus produce) genVous Nature weeps ; 
And, as the elemental .warfare ends, , - 
In whelming floods the ponderous rain descends," 

PAVIS. 

My companion became extremely peevish, at 
having left a place where some kind of shelter, 
might have afforded us the prospect of a more 
comfortable night than we were likely to meet with 
in these inhosj)itable wilds : and I readily agreed 
with him, to m^ke the best of our way towards a 
gliromering light which sednied at a grejlt distance 
from us on the Yight hand side of the rbad. In 
attempting to g^t thither, however, we were near 
felliiig into a large lake Or* pool of water; and 
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^houkl inevitably b^iye done to|if ;ihe tlouds bad 

iKX just before hem a little dispebtd* 

«^ • , 

The light was nearer than we expected, and 
proceeded from the window of a ^cottage where 
a number of persons had assembled for shehcr 
from the rain, which still descended with great vi- 
olence. After hallooing as loud as w« cpnU^for 
several minutes, the door opened, And a sturdy 
Cornishman made hu appearance^ with a ru&h-light 
in his hand; the candle was immediately extin- 
guished by the wind, the man retired into the 
house, the door was closed, and we were left to 
our meditations, until the ho&piuble proprietor of 
the mansion had re-kindled hi^ taper. We ^epl 
vociforatJng all the time as loud as wcxould, but 
to no purpose ; for stemoreau' lungs wovW have 
been unable to oiH-noi$e the violence of the tew* 
pest, which wa? ag^^in increasing. The man at h^t, 
Tiowever, and ju§t ^ I bad turned my horse'a^ hcffd 
with an intention tp proceed on Qur journey at a}} 
cvent§, ag4n^ opened rtje door. We requested to 
know— ^if tie «Quld a^ccfipBtqdate us^ with » lodging 
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and our beasts vith shelter? — he sa|4 — he did not 
know, but. would a§k his wife, Befor^ we could 
dismount he vanished a second time, shut the door 
upon us, and left us in a worse humour and in a 
ijgtQTC uncomfortaW^ situation tljan before; Jpr, by . 
tius tinjC;^ we werjp, not x)nl^ ^«^P^y- ^^J^ ^^^^8|^ ^\ 
our cloth^a but ourboofs,. and every jpartpf pur 
f^rfliture^.capable^oC holding wateyr, wa^, completely 

ftiiiof if^. , ; ^^ . . . .,^. ^ . ... \ 

The reiterated claps of thunder terrified mine 
host out of the Uttk ««aiiwofThi«riiiidentinldihg;^ 
for, when he returned to lis, he rehi'^med speechless 
until we had r;epeat^ ow former i«tfrrQ^^i?fSf 
and accbflipani^ thcni yHih ah obstfvatfoh up^n 
the dismal confiitiQU ia whict Hpl^'h'ad , tept^ |is 
drenched in the xaiai .The m^ft a»&wer«d, vqry 
coolly, that we might C6fhe in' m wd wdtiM, btit, 
jis for lodging, he had not enough for the people • 
already in the house.; " the horses^" said he " may, 
hide in the yard." I was out of aH patience at this^ 
and, withput speak^ig, a word more, turned about^ 
and resolved to grope my yray to ^uAjtstle as well 



as i could. The rain at last abated, and the* moon 
began to exert it's influence; "biit the clouds were 
too thick for us to see the road. 



'{ , :. •.• ' .' :; v *\\ \\ \ 



MitT great difficulty arid fatigufe, however, wie 
approached ^t Austle, lighted by the cottage tapers : 
while the'gfooiriiriess of' the scene was greatly ih^ 
creased by' the** solemn music of a full-tdned bell, 
tolling for a funeral; and which brought to my* 
recollection the following lines. 

" ^axk 1 . fromofac* I ^pWEvI f^wc hdw, j . , 

.Sad> solemp sounds assail my list'ning ear. 
' Shrouded in dartiiess, liot a gleam of light 
•'|^crcc«aW^hy^rtiaolJe^'^Ae night 

. No v9|ce 1^ hfs^rd, but from th*ag^jmould*ririg towV, 

Pioclaimuig grisly dcadi's terrific pow*r, 
' Xisten my' soul ! obey the solcmii call, 
. The awtolwaftiing mercy sends* to all. 

.This $ound of death, this notice kind is giv*n,. 

That ev'ry hearer may prepare for heav'n." 

The inn at St. Austle^'vfe found at our arrival, 
the best we hVd seen in Cornwall; and, at our 
departure, the cheapest we had met with on our 
journey. To mention the careful and spontaneous 
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attentions of our host and hostess, the goodness of 
their accommodations in* cvciy^ fesjJect, and the 
air of willing and cheerliU .alacrity with which they 
almost anticipated our wishes, is but a tribute of 
respect to which this worthy couple is justly en- 
titled. The servants of the house seemed to copy, 
very accurately, the civil and respectful demesmour 
of their master and mistress, and I should be want- 
ing in my duty to all toy travelling readers, -if. I 
did not strongly recommend the White Hcntzx Sti 
j4usik to their favour add paifroiiage. 

The towrt is neat and well built : many large 
shdpy, in difierent branches of trade, seem tb have 
sprung up within these few years; and this increase 
of wealth and population is chiefly owing to the 
ticinity of the niinleS, which are amazingly pro- 
ductive and eni'ich all who belong to them. 






( «50 ) 

CHAP. XXVi. 



Ti^'Mincs — The Happy Union — Peat — The great 
— /Mine at Polgooth. 

T/HE Tm-MiQCs,withyhicluhbcoun; 
try abounds, vary in extent^ and snll-piore m ^ 
quality of tbeir productions*. The tin ore is 3<;>tne>^ 
fimes found almost jpi^ire and un;^lk)y^d^ byt more 
generally incorporated with foreign bodies, — goid 
9jai silver, mondic, spar, ccqppQia^^.&c, ai^ often 
t^^eiaictcd tog^hcr.wjjb the^ cjay whic^ jpo^uim 
t^ tin* _ . 

The ancient.^ines ure all sijibtci^n^aean; bul 
there arc now sojo^efew large jiite totally uiKOVOt^ 
tdy and called stream mines, from the ore being 
separated from the soil in which it i$ found, by a 
current of water conducted through the pit. The 
first we visited was of this kind; it is a square pit, 
fifty feet deep, and about thirty fathoms over, situ- 



Htcd in the parishes o^f St. Austh^ M^'^fl&issey^ ^mi 
SuiEzwri»ai^ kftowp- by the appdJ^tioA cS^^Ti^ 

JIajffy Union. :* . -v^ 

The differe^wStm^ cut through, faef4?re dft; 
fuU>ers jeach the ore, are-*- ^ ., ' j, 

Tirst, light, ssmd, intermixed vith xUgr, fboQt fif^ 

tcea fiset. . ' / 

* Second^ darik stiff* clay^ four feet. 
Third, light grey clay, five feeu 
Fourth, peat of various colours, intermixed ivitk 

sand, eight feeu 
Fifth, light grayish clay .and pebMes, three feet* 
Sixths Tin ground, stroiig, yellowish, and mixed 

with gravel, and pure tin^ in grains. 

Several small streams are collected, from va- 
rious sources, aod brought to the verge of the pit; 
in trickling down the sides of which, the strata, 
numbered two and three are turned red« 

This water is turbid, and has a disagreeable 
tjiste, U fills 4ntQ little basons pr troughs; into 
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which the miners throw^ widi their shoveh, the 
the tin grdurid dog out of the*bottoin^6f the mine; 
The water separates the stones which coneaiaore, 
from the sand and clay with which they are mixed, 
die refuse' is thrown out, the f)ute tin and ore put 
into baskets or boxes slutig lipon ropes, and con- 
vtsycd out of >the.min& by the assistance' of an 
engine, which alternately raises .the superfluous 
water and these boxes. About fifty men arc coa- 
stantly at work, \ ■> 

We were informed, that this mine was disco* 
vercd about the yiar 'ifSy; and. the profits of it 
ire imibense,' theilabouir» of getting outdiie or^ 
being so incofiaid«mblc; ; « ' . / 

The tin ground, or bed of ore, varies in thick- 
ness from five to eight or.tenfeet$ but, as the ex- 
lent 'pf this stratum may be verj^ considerable, when- 
ever that part of: it which /is at poesent} uncovered 
shall have been entirely worked up, the managers 
intend ta^pursue it's course, and not to' dig deeper 
utjjil they have more completely exhausted it, • , 
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Belojw the stratum of tiri'grdun^ isa.bed of 
«tifF cky called Shitf, Of Shale. ^ 

The peat isfopnd lying upoaabed of shellf 
and gravel: it is called by the cputitry people 
Fenny turf^ and is used for fuel. It differs very 
little, from the peat dug out of pits^ near^ the course 
of the .river Ktnnit in Berkshire'^ ,, : ; 

The branches of very large oak J|nd odier 
trees are found in many places, entire, and of a 
firm consistence : the smaller twigs, acorjis^ ha^le 
nuts, and hark, also maintain their fornls, but are 
friable; but the leaves are all completely decayed, 
so that the more solid parts lie imbedde^^ in th^m. 
We saw, one tree lying almost hprizpntally ir\ thQ 
stratum, which measured nine or ten feet long, sod 
was at least a foot in diameter* , ; ; 

A: pretty severe blow w|th a sharp spade pcfc^ 
netrat^ about three inches, wifhin, which the tex- 
ture of the wood seemi^d ii^t to have lost iCs usual 
firrpiKTss. .. This , ciiriqus , production i^ ^of a light 
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ledtsh colour, wtien first dug up; but immedktdy 
acquires a darker hue, upon being exposed to the 
air. This change is so striking, that the bright 
colour vanishes vith as much celerity as breath 
evaporates from a polished surface. 

The peat vegetates; but none of the otter 
strata, above or below, appear to have* any inter* 
mixture of vegetable matter* The horns of deer 
and odier quadri^peds are found among the peat. 
-—The idea of the tinners is — that the shells, trees, 
*&c, were brought hither by the flood. 

The native ore or tin, having been washed 
from the !m|>ur{ties of the soil, is carried in Ihtlc 
earts, which the miners call^ns, to the stamping 
millsu It is there conducted, through a trough, 
undpr the cast-iron heads of large hammers, whkh 
rise and fall alternately ; and, by this process, re- 
dbce the pebbles containing the ore to am impalp- 
a*}e powder, the particles of which are ^^^ 
through a grathig, in which the apertui?es are no 
larger thao^ those of a nutmeg grater. The grosser 
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^artfi are agaimexpa^ to the fbfce of the stamping 
hammers^ and dfiuti^d vritb areata- quami^ of 
water, until the 5^hole is sofBeieiRty seduced la 
f)a$s tlirough tlie jgratiQg« It is then a)tiveyed to 
the Smeitiiig4ioiise$, passes tfarougti the fumacet 
is cast into large pieces, and sent to the towns called 
** Coinage Towns," or ** Stannary Courts,!' to be 
stamped, weighed, &c. and afterwa,rd4 expoited. 
More business is how transaaed sxSlAuUUj daua 
at either of the other towni. 

From hence we proceeded to ^ gn^t miiMi 
at Polgooth^ not fer from that which we have ju* 
attempted to describe* This vast subtcmmeatt 
cavern is said to be one hundred and twenty fa- 
thoms deep. 

The shafts where the miners descend, and bjr 
which the ore is raised to the surface, are scattered 
over an extent of sterile country; whose dresby 
appearance, and the sallow f^ces of die miners, 
concur to awaken the most dismal and gloomy 
idea^.^fiut; though rugged the surface^ the interior 
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h fraught with the tichest treasures,, ^^ tiid.fast ill 
the quarries, or sunk deep in tbe mine^i" Thougk 
withered the complexion and iDiserable tbe^appear* 
andc of the human rai:e, by their labours a^rje th^ 
finest works of art brought to pecfection, and their 
industry is a strong pillar of the state* 

The descent into the mine is performed hj 
means of laddecs placed alipost perpendicularly^ 
so that it is a very dangerous passagje. You are 
furnished with a suit ofv cloaths, adapted to the 
jefvioe you are aib^ut to engage in, upon signiiying 
your intentiop to visit the interior of the mine; 
and are accompaniied by a guide, who carries a 
-light before you. 

The damps of these subterraneous caverns 
are sometimes so baneful and offensive, that the 
stranger, unaccustomed to expeditions of this na- 
ture, is Apt unfrequently tempted to recede, rather 
th^n subject himself to their noxious effects* 

We, descended more than forty ladders, slip* 
pery with humidity; and some of them almost 
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worn out by the feet of the labourers, before we 
Reached the deepest part of the mine. 

« At the foot of e?ich ladiier is a Harrow pause^ 
or landidg'place; and, at certain imervals, ar<e open-^ 
ings into differeoiL beds of ore. I did not learn, 
that iberc was any iBa-terial diffiwrence betw^n the 
quality of the tin dug io the 10we3t stratum, and 
that which is found nearer the surface ; but the 
quajitity of iclay, spar^ dross, mundic, ^c. ini:^^4 
with the ore, varies in different parts^ . Some sper 
cimens were shewn us, of a beautiful intermixture 
of copper, silver, and tin ore, with very brilliant 
and transparent spar. 

Those who dig in these wretched and dismal 
excavations, are, under the necessity of breathing 
so much impure air, that their health is speedily 
injured; and they die, &t an e^rly period, hectic 
or paralytic. 

Tiie wages paid ' for labour are, however, s© 
considerable, that workmen swre always to be met 

R 
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with, ready to sacrifice their health and strength in 
these dark and gloomy mansions. . 

At about the depth erf* fifty or sixty feet 
below the surface, water begins to collect; per- 
colating through the different strata. The iowcr 
parts of the mine would, of course, be overflowed 
by it, and the working of the ore completely ob- 
structed, if it were not constantly carried off:— 
this process is now performed by an imoiense 
steam engine. 

The very extraordinary size of this stupendous 
piece of mechanism, which is said to have cost 
twenty thousand pounds, induced me to make 
some enquiries respecting it's force, powers, and 
capacity. 

I was informed, that the quantity of coal used 
to keep it in motion was seventy two bushels in 
itwenty four hours. It raises sixty three gallons of 
water at every stroke, and performs fourteen of 
these motions every minute. The water thrown 
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6ut \lpon the surface, by means of this wonderful 
inachine, runs off like a river; and, being con* 
ducted to the mine before described, under the 
name of the Happy Union or Stream-mine^ is there 
made nst of, to separate the ore from the soil, in 
the manner already mentioned^ 

There are two engines of this kind employed^ 
during the wet seasons; but, in the summer, one 
only is found sufficient to carry off all the super . 
fluous water: the quantity. of which, upon an aye- 
rage, daily thrown out, according to the preceding 
calculation, must be upwards of nine hundred 
thousand gallons. But, notwithstanding the won^- 
derful powers of the machine, the nicety of it's 
poize is so exactly regulated, and it's perfection 
so complete, that the slightest pressure made with 
the palm of the hand upon a sort of bolt or key 
attached to a large valve, immediately suspends 
the operation of the whole; which is again as 
instantly restored, upon the removal of the force 
applied. 

R % 
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After having contemplated the wonders around 
us, both of nature and art, until our surprise and 
admiration had given place to the less pleasing 
sensations of hunger and fatigue, we left the mine, 
and ascended once more into the chearful light of 
day ; feeling all the fulness of that beautiful but 
^figurative description of Morell^ when he brings 
the merchant Abudah out of the belly of the 
mountains of Tasgi: — nor, could the astonished 
Tasgites (according to the same fable) have fell 
more wonder and amazement at the presence of 
their new sultan, when he came forth out of the 
bowels of ' the earth, than was impressed upon 
ri^ countenances of some genteel travellers, who 
had just arrived at the shaft of the mine at PcU 
gooth^ when we emerged into day-light, in the 
grotesque habits with which the tinners had fur- 
nished us, covered .with filth, dripping with mois- 
ture, and besmeared with all the various produc* 
tions of the soil. 

The labourers employed in the mines arc 
usually exchanged at short intervals; it being ne- 
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cessary to their health, and indeed to their very 
existence, that they should emerge from the dele J 
terious humidity of these caverns, and breathe a 
purer air, 

I now, for the first time, began to regret our 
having proceeded so slowly in the first part of our 
journey. We had occupied a greater proportion 
of time than we ought to have allowed, in viewing 
objects which, however interesting and deserving 
of attention, might, at any future period, have been 
as well examined. 

We had deviated from the road, in various 
instances, to catch the transient glimpse of a distant 
prospect, or to gratify that ardent but useless curi- 
osity which novelty frequently excites. We had 
passed whole days in fruitless enquiries after ob<r 
jects, which, in jthemselves, were of little or no 
importance: and now we had arrived at a spot 
which was truly interesting,-^— at a kind of new 
country of which we had previously formed no 
tolcr^bk idcd) ^nd among a people whose customs 
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and manners afforded us a subject worthy of Ta« 
donal reflection, as highly different from every 
thing to which we-had been accustomed, — and the 
time allotted for our tour was sp nearly exhausted, 
that we were compelled to fly from these valuable 
treasures of real entertainment, and to leave them 
without the smallest probability of ever enjoying 
an opportunity of examining them with the pre^ 
cision they^deserve. 

The Miners seem to be, and indeed are, 
a race of men distinct from the common class of 
British subjects; they are governed by laws and 
customs almost exclusively their own; and wild 
as their native rocks, and rugged as the hordes 
of Africa^ they arc separated from the manners 
of modem improvement, and resemble the prif 
mitive possessors of an uncultivated soil, rather 
than kindred brethren of a great and enlightenedl 
liation, 

What an instructive lesson does the conduct 
pf (h^se^men teagh to t}ie restless imd turbulen| 
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spirit of factious inquietude! Remote from the 
advantageous influence of a Court, unbiassed by 
ministerial intrigues, subject to every hardship, and 
exempt from none of those evils, injuries and op- 
pressions which the democracy of England lay so 
much stress upon,-— the miners of Cornwall are 
loyal to their King, Jlave they not heard — have 
they not seen «-r- factious men endeavouring to ex- 
cite prejudices against the government of their 
country ? Is their loyalty founded in ignorance ? 
or will it be confessed— *• that it grows out of their 
security, and the impartial blessings which even 
these men exult in? Yes ! they are loyal ! loyal, 
in spite of the most active exertions of the disaf- 
fected : for we were credibly informed, that, even 
into the tin mines of these remote regions, have 
the emissaries of jacobinism been sent. The sys- 
tem of anarchy has been published here ! the thun- 
ders of revolutionizing uproar have resounded in 
these caverns, and' the empoisoned darts of anti- 
monarchists, shot from the quiver of sedition by 
the bow pf deceit, have penetrated even into the 
boveU of the earth. 
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The tree of French liberty will not take root. 
In more propitious climes, it withers; though nur-. 
tured by the blood of kings, and sheltered by the 
banners of republicanism. How then shall this 
tender plant be raised in a foreign soil P where the 
deadly influence of it's destructive poison is known 
to the rudest of the inhabitants, and where even 
the labourer of the mine reveres that sacred esta-» 
blishment which makes him feel it an honor to be 
ft Briton. 




CHAP. XXVII, 



Dreary Country-^SL Mewan Beacon — Roch Roci-^ 
Bodmin. 

VV HEN we had takea leave of our 
friendly tinners, who spared no pains nor withheld 
any information in their power to gratify our curir 
Qsity,— i-we mounted our horses and proceeded on 
our journey, over a vast uncultivated waste, full of 
Qraggy rocks, and deep fossa made by currents of 
water either evacuated from the mines or collected 
from small rills which here and there relieved the 
eye, by the verdure of their banks, from " the te- 
dium of unvarying sterility." 

We crossed one stream as white as milk, and 
-Very turbid ; which no doubt was the water of the 
mine we had just before visited, — and, not many 
yards from it's course, another current as clear as. 
crystal, 
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St. Mewan Beacon^ a rocky eminence, scarcely 
accessible by reason of the irregularities of the 
ground, and the numerous fragments of rough 
stones with which it is surrounded, appeared on 
the left; and a little village, called Trcwan^ encou- 
raged us to expect some kind of refreshment. 
Upon enquiry, however, not being able to find 
any house of public entertainment there, we were 
under the necessity of proceeding onward to Roch^ 
where we reposed ourselves, and found such ac- 
commodations as have been described by Po^t$ 
for here we slept —^ 

^* In the worst inn's worst room, with mat half hang| 
The floor of plaistCTt and the walk of dung; 
On once a flock-bed, but repairM with straw, 
With ta|)e*-ticd curtains, never meant to draw." 

Fatigue, however, made us enjoy this homely sheU 
ter; we slept, and were thankful. 

If we had not previously encountered the 
stormy night, the calm serenity of the following 
evening would have lost it's charms. The cottaga 
at Roch w^ full of instruction. The homely fare. 
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the coarse reception, the bare shelter which it aC 
forded us, awakened sentiments of commiseratioQ 
for the wants of others ; and gave us, in their ex-- 
ample, a most impressive lesson on the blessings 
pf contentment. 

Fastidiousness is, too often, the traveller's bane^ 
He sets forward with anxious expectation; and 
readily cherished every flattering hope, which the 
gay, the volatile or the sanguine have held out to 
the ardojur of his wishes. He sets no difficulties, 
he knows no interruption of his progress; the sea- 
sons, the weather, accidents and dangers are alike 
veiled even from his imagination. No storms af<- 
fright him, and neither rocks nor mountains nor 
forests offer the smallest obstacles to his exploring 
perseverance. 

He proceeds -^confident of finding, in every 
town he comes to, courtesy— information — hos- 
pitality.— Innhmerable obstacles are thrown in his 
^ay, his journey is perpetually retarded, the pecu- 
IfJir features of the country over which he travels 
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are disadvantageously exhibited; it's verdure i$ 
scorched by the summer's sup, or hidden in the 
winter's frost. Exposed to the bleak severity of 
the northern blast, stumbling in the dreary darkness 
of midnight, unsheltered from the bellowings of the 
tempest, and refused admittance by churlish inl]05- 
pitality, he now feels himself remote, unfi;iended, 
melancholy, desolate, — wishes himself in the peace- 
ful retirement of his domestic retreat, and, in the se- 
verity of disappointment, in the poignancy of vexa- 
tion, arouses those harsher feelings of the mind by 
vhich he is incapacitated for future enjoyment. 

Roch is a little village remarkable for an ini-> ' 
mense rock near it, which is composed of great 
blocks of a coarse kind of granite, heaped upon 
one another to the height of about one hundred 
and fifty feet. On the top of all, are the remains 
of a small square building, (apparently of no great 
antiquity,) which seems to have contained two 
apartments, one above the other. There is a gothic 
^rch remaining : and, if I may Imzard a conjee- 
^iircj as to the purpose fo? which this addition tQ 



the rock was made, I should- presume, that it was 
designed either as a light-house or a place of secu-» 
curity, from whence the large valley in which it 
stands might be easily and completely overlooked: 
and I am the more inclined to this opinion, because 
of the extent of country w:hich the eye commands 
from it. 

Another idea has, however^ been started on 
Ms subject, viz. that it was one of ihe places of 
general rendezvous for the miners, when they as- 
sembled to fix the price of tin : but of this we have 
no account to be depended upon. They used, 
indeed, Croc kern Torr for that purpose ; but were 
always immediately adjourned, by the stewards, ta 
9ne of the Stannary Towns. 

Upon a mountainous eminence, at some dis« 
tanc€ westward, we could plainly distinguish the 
Gramfimni hilb, and the sea beyond them : and, 
in another direction, looked entirely across the pe^ 
ninsula of Cornvmli ; and saw, at one view, St^ 
George's and the Bristol Channel 
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The inhabitants of the neighbouring viltag^ 
of Roch could not give us any account, either of 
the Rock or of the Ruin ; further than — that the 
Danl had frequently made use of it as a kitchen, 
(when, I suppose, his Satanic Majesty happened 
to travel that road, and found himself as hungry 
as we had been at Trewan^ without being able to 
procure any refreshment,) and — that some of his 
culinary utensils, vulgarly called—the DeviVs dish 
and.spoon, and crock and ladle, were still preserved 
<Hi the very top of a steep pinnacle of the Rock. 

It required no inconsiderable share of exertion, 
as well as activity, to examine these rarities ; and it 
was with great difficulty, and some danger, that I 
climbed to the isummit of the Rock, where a few 
shapeless grooves in the stone, formed by the drip- 
ping of rain water and the effect of the frost, were the 
only traces to be met with, in support of the legend; 
— It is not extraordinary, therefore, that the prince 
of darkness should have long since abandoned 
his dilapidated seat among the wilds of Cornwall^ 
(where, if his provisions were of the same class as 
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his utensils, he must have been but scurvily enter- 
tained,) and removed to the more plenteous and 
inviting palaces, where luxury and intemperance 
court his presence and solicit him to reside. 

About two miles from Roch Rock is a hill, 
with two circular valla; called, by the country 
people, Castle Rings. 

The door of the Church being open, we went 
I into it; but saw nothing remarkable, except an old 
grey bearded school-master, teaching a few boys 
in the Chancel, with his hat on. 

A large open heath, whose surface is in some 
places broken by innumerable fragments of rdcks 
and stones, and in others covered with furze and • 
fern, brought us into the great road leading to 
Bodmin; towards which place we directed our 
course, but stopped for a few minutes about a 
mile from the town, to enjoy a prospect which 
extended as far as Padstow-Hcrbour^ on the north 
side of the country. 
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Boimin is but a mean ilKbuilt town, having 
one long narrow street, and a few smaller streets 
or lanes branching out from iu 

The site of the ancient Cathedral is not now 
10 be discovered. The present Church is a hand- 
some building, but destUute of monuments and 
every other indication of antiquity. It is kept, 
however, extremely clean, and the Church*yard as 
remarkably neat* 



«* Whilst Folly frequent boasts di* inscuIpturM tomb, 
By Flattery's pen inscribed with purchas'd praise; 

The rustic Labour's undistinguish'd doom> 

Fond Friendship's hand records in humblq phrase.*' 

SCOTfi 

** Columns and labour'd Urns but vainly shew 
An idle scene of decorated woe ; 
The sweet companion, and the friend sincere. 
Need no mechimic help to force the tear*" 



The Sessions-Houae is a large decayed build- 
ing, formed out of ihe ruins of an old Monastery 3 
and, at the time we saw it, was full of potjatpes^ 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 



Landedric — Gossmoor — Leslard St. Neofs^^ 

The HurUn. 

Leaving Bodmin^ we deviated, by 
mistake, from the road leading to Leskard^ and 
came into that which goes to Lestwithiel. Here 
we s^w a noble mansion, called Landedric^ standing 
in a park charmingly wooded; and surrounded with 
all the magnificent scenery of ancient grandeur. , 

^* Here aged elms^ with awfiil bend. 
In long Cathedral walks extend.'' 

The building is of stone^ with battlements* 
The date, 16009 is over one of the doors ^ and, a 
few yards before the palisadoes, in front of the 
house, is a hexagon building, which ap[lears to 
have been formerly a portcr*s lodge* 

S 
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The house has more of the iieavy solemnity 
of antiquity, than the Gomfortable airiness of 
modern elegance; and the garden is m the same 
formal style which, has been humorously ridiculed 
by a celebrated poet. 

** Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brodier^ 
And half the platform just reflects the other.** 

' Landedric is said to have been founded id 
the time of the Saxons, as Jihe name Edric seems 
to indicate; but at what particular <era is uncertain* 
It is now th« property of the Earl of Radnor^ 

The road passes over a barren heath, within 
sight of more than thirty barrows ; many of them 
of a very considcrabfe size: but wkcther they con- 
tain the bones of ^ the mighty dead," or have been 
the common receptacles of undistinguished multi- 
tudes which have perished in the field of battle, I 
could not ascertain,— Two of the smaH tumuli, 
near the turning off of the road for Boconnock, 
exhibit the appearance of having been opened. 
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About two aniles from Leskard we ascended 
an enormous hill, which afforded an extensive 
prospect of the heath we had lately travelled over^ 
as far as the Rock at Roch, where it is called Goss- 
moor. It is every where extremely arid, and 
sprinkled thick with those stones with which the 
roads are chiefly piade. 

These stones either partake of the nature of 
granite or marble, but chiefly of the latter^ which 
is, in some places, white almost to transparency: 
ia others, veined or variegated, and always of ada- 
mantine hardness, so that a new set of horse-sboea^ 
were completely worn out, in one day's journey. 

The streets of Leskard are better built thaA 
thofe ,of Bodmin^ but not better paved,, ^ The 
Market* House is supported by large pjUdT^ of grof 
nite. Th^ Churcl^, like diat sit jBodtninyis finished 
with great neatness, and kept in excellent repair^ 
but it has neither monuments nor p^iintf^ gla^s t9 
allure the att^tipa of the c^ripyd, , . . 



Sa 
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Near Leskard is a ruinous Church called St, 
Meofs: in which it is reported that King Alfred 
offered up solemn prayers, and was immediately 
recovered from a severe fit of sickness. 

A few miles north-east of Leskard are some 
large stones called The Hurlers; supposed to hav^ 
been ' either a Druidical Teimple, or an ancient 
monument of some of the original inhabitants of 
Britain. 

The country people relate — that these stones 
were once men; but transformed into thehr present 
torpid itatc by the Devil, because they played at 
ball on Sunday. 

In a very distant part of England tljere is a 
tradition,— that a village Church, which stands in 
the most commodious situation for the access of 
the parishioners^ as well as the most advantageous 
for it's external appearance,— was thrice attempted 
to have been founded on th^ top kJI a hill, about 
half a mile from it*s present site; but that the Dc- 
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vil (who» in this particular instance, manifested a 
greats regard for the convenience of tl^ inhabit- 
ants than they shewed for themselves} as many 
tnncs removed the foundation to the spot on which 
it now stands: and, at last, the other parties con- 
cerned taking the hint, and, believing it would be 
ineflFettual to oppose the will of so formidable an 
enemy, went on with the building, and completed 
the edifice without further intcrruptipn ; yielding, 
to the wishes of their invisible opposer, what they 
had obstinately refused tOt the rational $u?gestioQ9L 
of common sense« 

It is perhaps extremely difficult to trace the rea-^ 
son for many legends and superstitious customs^ 
which are to be met with in remote part^ of the king-> 
dom; and I must confess myself entirely ignorant^ 
why the Devil shoold have been so constantly im* 
plicated in every extraordinary appearance, witl^ 
whose origin our forefathers were unacq^uainted^ 

Credulity is a deviation from the right use of 
judgment: it is like a soft su|^stance with a smooth 



surface) and yields to the first impression, whether 
good or bad, without the leait resistance : or else, 
the ancient superstition of mankind would not 
have involved it's traditions in such palpable ab- 
surdities and manifest contradictions, as to make 
the author of all evil the punisher of licentious- 
ness; and to represent him, one while engaged in 
the production of sublime and beautiful objects, 
tod, at another time, correcting the slightest devia- 
tion from propriety, with all the severity of enthu- 
siastic fervor. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



*^ W l»»* 



Si. Germain s -The Cathedral-Names of the old Pre- 
lates -^^ Hospitality at Port Eliot — Pictures — 
Anecdote of Sir Joshua Reynolds and Rembrant. 

Passing Catesridge^ a neat well- 
finished house belonging to Mr. Glanville^ we 
proceeded to St. Germain's^ formerly a Bishop's 
See, but now a poor fishing place; and only re* 
markable for the remains of it's once splendid 
Church, and a modern seat of Lord Eliotj who 
ffesides here in all the hospitable magnificence of ^ 
British Peer, and extends, wide around him, thq 
cheering hand of beneficence and philanthropy,. 

Two fine old towers, the pne square, the other 
octagon, and both almost hiddep by the ivy which 
surrounds them, present a venerable appearance of 
antiquity at the west end of the Church ; and be^ 
tween these towers is a beautiful door-way,^ in the 
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most finished style of the saxon architecture, mth 
a fine circular arch, highly ofnamcntcd. 

This entrance opens into the gardens of Lord 
Elioi. The door by which the parishioners go to 
church, is on the south side of the edifice; and you 
descend to it by a very long (light of steps. 

The arches in the inside are of the improved 
gothic form, but supported by saxon pillars. Near 
the west end is a very elegant font of white marble, 
presented by Lord Eliotj some of whose ancestors 
are interred here; and, among them, Edward JElioU 
Esq. his Lordship's uncle. The figure, clad in a 
roman habit, is reclining on a couch; the right 
hand upon his heart, the left grasping a sword. 
His wife is seated in a posture of contemplation 
near him, with a book in her hand. Two cherubs, 
in the back ground, hold a medallion of a lady 
and the figure of an hour glass. This gentleman 
had two wives; Susan^ daughter of Sir William 
Cqryton^ 6f Newton-Ferrars^ Bart, and Elizabeth^ 
Daughter of James Craggs, jjsq. Near the mo* 
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miment hang two helmets, two banners, with the 
family arms and a gauntlet. Tfag^ crest, an ele^ 

phant's be^d, is attached to one of the helmets. 

« 

The families of Moyle^ Blakc^ Trcvanion^ and 
Scawen^ are also buried here. 

On a white marble tablet, in memory of Eli^ 
zahth^ the wife Qf John GlanvilU^ Esq. are the 
following lines. 

*^ While Ifaidiiul earth doth thy cold relics keep> 
And, soft as was thy nature, is thy sleep. 
Let here the pious humble place above, 
Witness an husband's grief, an husband's love; 
Grief that no rolling years can e'er efface, 
And love that only with himself must cease : 
And let it bear for thee this real boast — 
*Twas he who, knew thee best, that lov'd thee most !" 

There is a very handsome inlaid pulpit; and, 
in the windows of the north *aisle, are a few coats 
of arms in painted glass. — In the south aisle is the 
Bishop's throne; and, at the west end of the body 
of die Church, the following inscription. 
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*• In this Church presided, over the Diocese of Com- 
walU the following Bishops, stiled Bishops of St, Gtr- 
'main's, who c<^tinued here till near thirty years before 
William th% Conqueror's time: when the See was re- 
moved to Exeter^ and bpth Dioceses of Devonshifx mi 
Cornwall united. / 



St. Patroe, 


■ Wolfs, 


Jtkelstany 


WoronuSf 


Conanusj 


WolniuSf 


Muidocus, 


Stidio, 


Aldrediis^ 


Mdredusy 


Budovicusy 


Banwldus,^* 


Athelstan^ 





GBiwin observes, in his Commentaries, «^ 

^^ Athtstano Cornuhiensi Antistiti (a Plegmundo 
Archiepiscopo sacraio) sedcs Cathtdralis in eccUsid 
sancli Petrcci priarm conUituti eUBodminct^postea 
vero ad sancti Gcrmani translata. Werstanus vera 
Devoniensibu5.prasul designatus Tawtonia^ premium 
consedii^ mor Creditorum engravit^ que hodie vulgo 
. Kirton^ AthtUtani sue c^siQrcs Cornubiorum Episcopi 
hie traduntur extitific.'' . ^ 

. • ' It is much to be regretted^ that only a dry 
catalogue, of the. names of these Prelates is pre- 
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%crved: and yet, even that " frail memoriar' bd^ 
\3peak9 the pious recollection of gr^eful ntinds. 

The cuhivation of national biography, (which 
is tlie corrector of history,) is attended with such 
advantagesj that the negligence of our forefaihers 
ia this respect, is seriously to be lamented. 

When we read thd iiistories of distioguisbcd 
persons, who have left behind them noble aiid il- 
lustrious examples for imitation, and names de- 
serving of the reverence of posterity; we must be 
completely lost to every sentiment of laudable 
ambition, if we do not sigh for a more perfect 
history of these ancient worthies, who have 

*' blest mankind 

With arts and arms j and humanizM a world." 

That glorious and immortal band who have as* 
^ serted the rights of their fellow subjects, in the ca- 
binet, and died for them in the field ! — ^Tfaose vihoj 
by the inventionr and encouragement of arts and 
commerce, have improved and civilized our man- 
ners !---Those who, by «Mki6plcs of piety and- vir- 
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tue, h2[ve promoted the interests, and assisted im 
the establishment of our most holy religion!-^ 
Those who, by a watchful attention to the welfare 
of their country, have remained uncorrupted by 
the dazzling influence of ambition, unprejudiced 
by party, and immovably loyal, amid the attacks 
of the venal and the base, in an abandoned age» 
— have contributed towards the peace and happi- 
ness, the order and good government of society, 
-^These deserve the name of Patriots ; and their 
characters will devolve to the latest ages, with dis- 
tinguished lustre and deserved gratitude. 

^ Hieir bodies are huried in peace, — but thor namo 

liveth for evermore." 

We were received with great politeness and 
urbanity, by the noble proprietor of Port Eliot; and 
passed the day there in a most agreeable manner. 

The house is large, convenient, and pleasant^s 
and a magnificent gallery has been erected by Lord 
Eliot^ for tl» reception of a fine collection of old 
paintings, which were found in the Abbey of St. 
Germain's^ at the Reformation. They are on 
scripture subkas, and in good preservation^ 
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The family pictures deserve to be particu- 
krized ; as well on account of the. merits of the 
execution, as the care and propriety with which 
they are arranged. 

There is an old half-length figure, over the 
xhimney in the library, done for Sir John Eliot^ 
in the year 1632, a few days before his death, which 
happened in the Tower of London; where he was 
confined, and treated with the utmost rigor and 
barbarity. He is depicted with a starved counte^^ 
nance, and meagre figure ; has on, a coarse linen 
combing gown, and ^ small tooth comb in his hand, 
supposed to be intended to express the hardships 
to which he was reduced in his confinement. 

This room contains a very large and valuable col- 
lection of books| which seem to have been, not only 
' well selected, but much used : and there is a pictu- 
resque view of Zantirtfie Church from the windows^ 

In the Saloon — is the only original painting 
now in England^ and perhaps extant,. of the cele- 
brated John Hampden^ dated 1643^ 



2 C^-dinal Bentiroglio^ 
3 Mr. Lockey 1697* 

4 Major-GeneralA'tAtfrcty, blown up 2X Alicante — second 

brother to Mrs. Craggs. 

5 Mrs. Craggs^ wife of Postmaster-General Craggs^ 1717. 

6 Postmaster-General Craggs^ 1717. 

7 Richards^ Esq. eldest brother of Mrs. Craggs; 

by SSr Godfrey KnelUr. 
t Brigadier- General Richards^ yopngest brother of Mrs. 

CraggSy Surveyor-Creneral of the Ordnance, 1720. 

9 TTie' Right Honorable James Craggs^ Secretary of 

State» son of Postma^ter-Geoeral Craggs^ 1718. 

IQ Mrs, Hesther Booth, 

11 Mrs. Eliot^ youngest daughter of James Craggs, 

•senior, Esq. 1723, 

12 Lady Cotton^ second daughter of /a?n^«Cra^9^, sen. ^^Sir 

In the Anti-Room. 

His Royal Hig!iness Frederkky Prince of Wales* 
Her Royal Highness Augusta^ Princess of Wales. 

The Honorable Mrs. J^iot, afterwards Mrs. Hamilton^ 

1727. 

A capital picture of Lipsius Groiius and the two Ruiens^s. 

In the Dining-Roofn. 

I 1 John Elioty son and heir of Edward Eliot, Esq of 

CoteloTids, 1574. 

2 Richard Eliot, Esq. 

3 Sir John Eliot ^ Knt. son and heir of Richard, 1628. 

1^ 4 JohnElioty Esq. son and heir of Sir 7b An, 1664. 

i 6 Dmdd Eliptf Esq. jbis son, 1687* 
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i Edward Eliot f Esq. first cousiny once removed^ and 

heir by will of Daniel^ 1719. 

7 James Eliot y Esc^. his son, 1734. 

S Richard Eliot^ Eiq. bis uncle, and heir oi James; 1^1« 

9 The Right Honorable Edward Eliot Craggs^ Loirf 

Eliot^ of Port Elioty Receiver-General of the Dutcby 

Court of Cornwall^ 1783. 

In another Room* 

The Honoilablc Captain Hamilton^, father of the Marquis 
of Abercorn^ painted for the Kit-Kat Club, a famous 
society, e^Uishcd early in the present century, and 
consisting of about thirty noblemen and gentlemen, 
distinguished for their taste, learning, and attachment to 
the protestant succession in the house oi Hanover. 

Mrs. TrevannioHf 1750. 



We. were much pleased witli an ac^irabk 
groupcx)f eleven figures, (the portraits of Richard 
Eliot J Esq. Harriot his wife, and their childre'B) with 
Mrs. Goldsworthy and the Honorable Captain Zftf- 
milton^) done in 1746, by Sir Jfoshua Reynolds; 
and which. Lord Eliot assured me, was the first 
groupe which that admired painter ever attempted* 

It is particularly remarkable, that, while so 
«many fine performances of that great. njastQr. arf 
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{ading almost visibly before us, this still retains ic'# 
colours in all their pristine beautyt How greatly 
is it to be regretted, that Sir JolkuA ever went 
abroad, to leam the art of spoiling his own paints 
ings. I believe very few have been executed by , 
hiin» since that period, which retain their colouring; 
and I am informed, that, in the gallery o£ painters 
at Florence^ to which so many moderns sent theif ^ 
own pcMTtraits, that of Sir Joshua Reynolds^ which 
was esteemed a most striking likeness, is now 
scarcely to be traced upon the canvass* 

There is an incomparable picture of the two 
misers; in whicli it is very evident, that the best of 
the two heads has been cut out of some other piece, 
and. the drapery and accompaniments afterwards 
added. 

%ixjashua Reynolds^ whose intimate acquaitit- 
ance with the characteristic features of the art ren- 
dered him most undoubtecily an excellent judge, 
has not scrupled to declare his conviction, that the 
head bcfoccrmqntioned is the work of Quintus Ma-- 
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ieuSy (by Vfhdni that deservedly celebrated picture 
bf the misers at Hampton Court was done;) and 
that he was equally certain of tUe other head and 
the drapery being the ^ork of Rtmbrant; who 
itarids thus accused bf having stoli:3i the fdrmer 
iPrpm<0ne (i£ Quintin Metcfs best pictures, and to 
We passed it off as his own performance^ 




( »9<5) 

Voyage to the Eidijkom* 

Vv E took leave- of Port Elliot with soitjcte- 
gret, and crossed the water to Plymouth Dock, with 
an intention of making an excursion up the Tamar 
the next day : but, having been much solicited to 
accompany a party to see the Eddistone Light-housCf 
the ingenious work of the great Smeaton, we pre- 
ferred the latter, and postponed the fom^er plan lo^ 
a future opportunity. 

The party who seduced us from our original 
design consistedof'three gentlemen af|4 two ladies^ 
who were radi enpugH^to det^rffl«pe. upon accom- 
panying their husbands in a mad, hazardous, and . 
dangerous expedition. 

I have not been a great friend to aquatic ex- 
cursions, since I was driyen under the keel of a 



ftiissraii triid^r in the Thames^ a few years ago, and 
ctttnpteHcd to tatil i!nyself dn bdard by a I'ope : and 
IMs last voyage has, I believe, cured ttie ot any 
iliclinatiotl to signalize myself a$ a navigator. 

i'he ^ea was Very rough wheh wfe Weiit on bdard 
a little vessel hired fdr the ptitpose at Crimbfe Ferfyi 
«ttd, bdfdrd'WA! got but of the hartour, the- wind 
Wew With st^iritith veberiit(*fhce, tft^ I ^ndifci^dUred ' 
W coftVincd fhe tomf)^ny of the iiiipOssibiKty of 
iartfirtg at i\it Eidhtoke^tit^'^-^iht surged shdaM 
sdldw us to get out to sea. They were all so dfe- 
termined^ however, upoii braving the united oppo- 
Mott of Wind arid Walt*, jiarticiilarly oiie df the 
bdiis, that tiiy prdpdsitidnf to retiiTrn was negatived 
Vithdut a- divfsldn. ft wtitihl haVfe bfe^n'* as ea^y 
lo^calttt the rdariffg of the dceaii, or sooth tfcle vio- 
icrtce df thdwitid, as to*ar^e my corhpahffon^ out 
bf their o{>lhion,-^ th^t thd weather wdtrld clear up, 
iand that we should have a pleasant voyage back. 
i' wtapped myself, therdfore, in my cloak, and 
-Witred the rssxie of our imprudence, not indiied 
with patience, but at feast w5tli coniposure. 

T2 
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The wind increased: the waves, with rcper* 
tussive violence, dashed against the vessel, and co- 
vered us with foam; while the utmost exertions of 
the crew could scarcely manage the sails. We 
made but small progress ; and I began to think, 
that, the perverseness of the weather and of our 
own tempers, acting in direct opposition to each 
other, would probably keep us in this state of 
perturbation and uncertainty, for the remainder of 
the day} when the wind suddenly shifted about, 
and drove us out to sea, with the impetuosity t>f a 
hurricane. 

The Company, who before had not in tke 
smallest degree wavered from their resolution to 
proceed, and, in spite of sea-sickness, had seemed 
to defy the efforts of any elemental combination 
whatever, no sooner found themselves driven be- 
fore the wind, with such violence as to make it 
more than probable either that we should over- 
shoot our mark and pass the light-house, without 
being able to land, or that if we did effect a land* 
ing, our return would be protracted beyond the 
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limits of the day, than they with one voice began 
to murmur at their ill-fortune, as they called it ; 
but never once accused themselves of the real 
cause of their present distress ; which was occasi- 
oned entirely by an obstinate and groundless belief, 
I that the prognostic of the boat-men, at our setting 

; outj must inevit?ibly be fulfillcdf 

I 

To ciit short the story: — we were driven 
about two leagues out to sea-— ^passed the foot of 
the Eddijione^ without a possibility of landing; and 
the ladies verily believed that we should soon find 
ourselves on the coast of France.-- — Recourse 
would now have been had to the brandy-bottle^ 
but als^ ! no such provision had been thought of; 
and we were all wet with the salt-water, but not 
one of the gentlemen besides myself was provided 
with a boat-cloak-^ in short, few situations could 
have been more distressing, and few persons cqu14 
less deserve commisseration. 

We h^d now no prospect on any side, but of 
ibc fiercely contending winds and waves. 
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*^ QliQcu|i.()ue aspi^i?i$, nihil ^st nisi ponttis ^ act:. 
*• Nubibus hie turaidus ; fluctibus ill^ minax." 



Towards evening, and noi before, the wiad^ 
began to abate, and we immediately tacked about ; 
but our rigging having been much damaged by the 
storm— we cou^d proceed but very slowly^ an,d it was 
dark when we passed the Eddijloncy at which my 
companions had no incIinatio;i to go ashore* 

All the description, therefore, which we couki 
give of this celebrated work of ingenuity, from 
occular demonstration would amount to this,— ^ 
That it is a high stone tower, standing upon a little 
insulated rock, at the month of Plymouth Sound z. 
—that it is broadest at the base, and gradually 
contracts to the top, where the light of large fires 
is reflected by mirrours, for the security of ships^ 
icbming in or going put of port. 

The great name of Smeaton^ however, wantj^ 
not the futile assistance of casua^l travellers to sup- 



port it's fame. It's praises shall live in the grate- 
I fal acknowledgements of thouianfdk, who owe their 
hves to his industry and acquirements-— while, 
through succeeding ages. Philosophers shall regard 
this stupendous work with becoming admiration of 
his wonderfi&l niephanic skilU 

It wds near twelve o'clock at night when ^$ 
I landed at Plymouth^ and mutually dissatisfied witk 
I bur voyage^ and with each dthet gladly «ef>fitited 
for rcposcf 




^^ 
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CHAP. XXXL 

Sail up the Tamar — CotheU-Manfion^-^AntiquitieS:. 

Our last adventure did not at all dis-: 
courage me from my proposed excursion up the 
Tamar J nor prevent my making a proper distinction 
between the adventurous temerity of a nautical ex- 
^edition in a fishing^boat upon the Cha^nely and 
the smooth motion and perfect safety of a barge, 
upon a fresh-water riven I embarked, therefore^ 
with very different sensations from those which I 
experienced the day before; and glided softly over 
the water, with all that cheerfulness and pleasure, 
with which fine weather, a fresh breeze and agree- 
able company naturally inspire one« 

The serpentine course of the River, and ii\ 
Irriguous banks, agreeably diversified with a variety 
of interesting objects, made the scene truly delight- 
ful: — and if we had not been very anxious u^ 
visit the old Mansion of CtUell^ and under a posi* 
tiye uccfssity of pursuing our jour^tey without 
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further delay, I should have taken great pleasure 
in extending my voyage higher up the country. 

Our kind conductors here set us on shore, oo 
the Cornwall side of the River, where we found 
our hordes waiting for us, ancj immediately pro- 
ceeded tp Cutell House, 

Cutell^ Cotheh or Cuiiayk^ h an ancient seal 
of the Edgcumbe family, situated not far from the 
Wfestefn bank of the Riv^r Tamar. 

CaretQ, in his f' Survey of Cornwall^** say^il 
f* i\ mile above Halton st^ndeth Om/Z^ji^/^, frpm thp 
French Courtaile, in English short-cut ; for the 
sal^ water course is here straightened by the in- 
croaching banks. The buildings are ancient, large^ 
strong, and fair^ and appurtenanced with the ne- 
cessities of wood, water, fishing, parl;:s, an4 mills, 
with- the devotion of (in times past) a rich furnished 
Chapel, and with the charity of Alms-houses, for 
certain poor people, yhom the owners used tq 
relirfvre. 

p It is reported and credited thereabouts how 
^vcjliQhard Edgcomh the elder was driven to hide 



Idmself in those his thick woods, which over4ook 
the river; being suspected of favouring the Earl 
of ttichmond^s party, against King Richard the gd^ 
Being hotly pursued and narrowly sought, he put 
fi stope in his cap, and tumbled it into the water, 
whilst these Rangers were close at his heels ; who 
looking down after the noise, and seeing his cap 
swimining thf^reoii, supposed he desperately drown** 
cd hifDsqlf, ai^ ^&ve over theif farther pursuiCt 
Thus they left him at liberty to shift away, and 
ship ove^ into Britai^; for a grateful remembrance 
of which delivery, he afterwards builded, in the 
place of hl^ lurking, <^ chapel not yet decayed.*" 

However ^/air*' Mr. Carero might consider 
the Buildings at Cutellj they do not at present ap« 
pear, at least in my opinion, to deserve that epir 
thet. A small court yard is enclosed with an old 
irregular stone building, the windows of which arc 
small, yarrow, and darkened with iron gratings. 
The entrance is by a low door- way ; and few of 
the rooms are even of a commodious size;,-rriiQi^ 
of thep lurgc^ 
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The Antiquity of the furniture is^, subject of 
|[eneral curiosity; most of it having (it is said) 
remained in the hpusp from th^ days of Queea 
Eiizabctli : -^^hyit sqme alterations^ were m^de ii| 
the buildings about the year 1627, as appears frooi 
that dat^ being carved ia stone over the gateway. 

We were cooducled into a large hall, against 
the w^lh of v^hiph are ^a^ged various weapons and 
implements of war, ^nd some natural curiosity 
well deserving pf attei]Ltion-T-sucha3 

Two Antekrpe's Heads^ 
Two Unicorns' Horns, 
Elephants' Tusks, 
The Horqs of a large Stag : 

There are, also^ Belts, Bows, Horns, Helmets, 
fiattle-as;es9 Halbert% Shields, Gauntletts, Breast- 
plates, Daggers, Cross-bows, long-barreled PistoU 
ancient Fowling-pjeces, Spears, Muskets, Blun« 
derbttsses, Basket-hilt Sword?, and one with ^ 
wavy or serpentine blade^ marked with ithe name of 
Antonio Carualho. 
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A Hook used by the Cavalry, to pull men 
ofF their horses — and many circular Shields, em«- 
bossed and painted with different devices. The 
umbo of one or (wo of them beautifully studded. 

This Armour was most probably collected 
chiefly from the ruins of the Sfanijk Armada^ 
which being wrecked and destroyed off this coast, 
afforded an excellent opportunity to the curious 
of preserving an interesting and valuable selection 
pf these instruments of cruelty and death, 

<< Let me wander in the Hall, 
Round ivhose antique visag'd wall 
Hangs the Armour, BritorCs wore. 
Rudely cast, in days of yore." 

In the ^indo^s ar^ some coats of arms of the 
family of Cothdlc or Cutdl; and at one end of the 
hall is a complete figure of a little man, armed 
^ap-a-ple. 

The Chairs are most curiously carved and 
ornamented; haying triangular seats and three 
Jegs, 
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The stair^case goes up out of the hall^ and 
conddcis you through a stone door-ciase inta a 
chamber, with Turkey worked be<l furniturei 
deeply fringed i^tb sUk of various colours, and 
tapestry hangings. In this room King Charles the 
second slept for a few nights* 

In another bed-chamber^ we were shewn si 
Saxon Sword, about two feet long, with a broad 
blade; some old Books, and among them Gibu>fC$ 
^^ Historia C^thedralium," and a manuscript music 
book with the date 1556. 

Descending into another apartment, by seVe- 
rial steps of Granite or Moor Stone, we saw an old 
Sopha, covered with embroidery ; several antique 
chairs of ebony, rudely carved ; and a pair of orna- 
mented brass Dogs, upwards of four feet in height. 

On the backs of two of the Chairs are brass 
plates, thus inscribed : — - 

^* ON TUESDAY AUGUST 2^tL ns^, 
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"tttS KfAjESryKlNG GEOnGE tHE 3' H5i 

koured this old mansion with his 
presence, and sate in this chair ^ 
While he condescended to take a 
sreaktast with the earl and coun^ 
tess of moun^ edgcumbe. 

" THEIR ROYAL highnesses PrINGESS 
ROYAL, PRINCESS AUGUSTA AND PRINCESS 
ELIZABETH ALSO HONOURED THEM AT 
IHE SAMPTtMEj WITH THEIR PRKSENCE." 

»• ON! TUESDAY AWGUST SS. ir»d, 

" HER MAJCSTY QUEEN CHAMLOTTE HO- 
HOURED THIS OLD MANSION WITH HER 
PRESENCE, AND SATE IN THIS CHAIR * 
WHILE SHE CONDESCENDED TO TAKE A 
BREAKFAST WITJl THE. EARL AJfD GOtJN- 
TESS OF MOUNT EDGECUMBE:* 

There is also preserved a rich Cabinet^ witll 
.ft fine painting of the Adoration^ dated 1589. 

Old pewter Waiters,, with the Edgcumit 
arms* 

A drinking Horil^ tipped with silvery preset- 
ted ever since the feudal times. 
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A large brass Disfh« 

The Chapel is small and daiiip--*«>^the viniioii^ 
are of painted glass^ but in very bad repair; 

The Altar furniture is still p€rfect-*-one sel 
of hangings dre of fine black cloth^ on which is 
embixDidered, ia gold^ the figure of the Prophet 
Jieremiahj and several coats of arms in goid and 
purple. Another set is very magnificent^ beiftgdf 
royal purple velvet, embroidered with gold, and 
^prilikledj all over^itb FkiMt-dte-li^ in silver^— and 
iQ stalls the figures of the twelve Apostles:— *dic 
very kaijr is s^ exkdly ilnitated^ as to tesembte^ the 
Kfe in a retnaxkable degtee* 

Lord Edgcumbe*s bed-chamber opened into 
the Ghap^U ^f ^^^ window, behiiid' iht' tapestry 
itangi&gs,-'^^ndvby another, into the gteat HalL 

The Master of the Family, who, in former 
days, used to retire into his closet more frequently 
then 'at present j had thus the satisfaction of bearing 



( 304 j 
iilc services of Reiigion performed, withcTut htmg 
(observed by any of those whose attention might 
have been diverted ftom their duty by his presence 
^^an4 an opportunity of Seeing bow his guests 
were served, when he had withdrawn from their 
company^ 

The fofmer is now^ I feary almost entirely 
neglected; and the latter left to the Butler aiyi 
Footman. 

in a rootn, hiing with tepestry, fep'resenting 
a battle in the early ages of the Roman History^ 
is a crimson cloih bed; aild.in the dext apartment 
is tapiestry, with the figures of Dogs of difff rem 
kindsi 

On the Stair-case^ is an old Pointing of Sir 
T^homas Cutdl^ and another of Queen Elizabeth^ 
with two rings, on the right thumb and little finger 
of her left hjmd. 

In the last room which we were shewn, the 
Tapestry has two good figures of Romulus aridf 
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I kemisi The Chftirs afe of Ebony, covered with 
horse^hair, and leather seat^. A Cabinet, With ill- 
ttumerabie figures carved in Vrood, said to be of 
greater antiquity than any other article bf furniture 
tii this curious cofllectton. 

The Stdols are covered with silk cushions of 
^tch-Work, and the Tables with 'turkey carpeting. 
A ^mall Cabiiiet, inlaid with iVory ^d ebony. A . 
Fire-screen, of patch-work of different coloured 
iiiks, arid the figiires of a Man and Woman in 
katin, 

T^he Winddw-shiitters are of oak, made very 
ciumsily« The Doors, implated with iron and stud- 
ded with large nails, are sd ponderous, th^t they 
rumble upoii their tude «nd mascive hinges, and 
greet th6 strangers uf^pvaaxk ifi thunder. 

T*he principal part of the Furniture of the house, 
^ems (as I said before) to be of no higher anti- 
quity than Queen ElixabttKi reign^ or^ at every 

U 



» 
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event, not farther back than that of King Mtnry 
the 8th, excepting, perhaps, one of the Cabinets^ 
and the Chairs in the HalK 

In the garden, are some of the lar^t Yew 
trees in England. 
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fcHAP. XXXII. 

fft'ngesdown -^ Historical Anecdote — Mariitotv ^— . 

Bucktand^Monkckorufn Lord HeathfieWs 

MofiufneHt -^Cur'mities at Smltund Aibey -^ 
. British S'tefiri^^ : 

xVt Hcngesdown^ near Kellingtony a few 
tijiles distant froiti Cw^^// anc^ Tavistock^ King 
'Egbert defeated an A^niy,^ which hid been raised 
in order to destroy the power of the Saxons ; who^ 
having neglected the cafe of theit Marine, bad left 
their forcibly-acquired territories entirely to the 
hostile attacks of every foreign Invader^ who might 
have boldness enough to venture across an oCean, 
the navigation of. which wad then but little under* 
stood* f 

I'he Daiies, a ferdciods and warlike people, 
having effected a landing in Devonshire^ were soon 
joined by the BritoAs in those parts; who, grown 
discontented with the Saxon power, originally 

U2 
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founded on the ruins of their own liberties, were 
very ready and desirous to deprire these their na« 
tural enemies of their unjustly usurped possessions* 
But, history informs us^ that the united efforts of 
the ancient inhabiunU of this Coamry^ and of dieir 
fermidable allie^^ were inefficient lo regain their 
former authority ; for, we arc loW, that Sgbcrt^ 
the Saxon monarch, totally defeated them, at the 
battle of Kelliftgton^-'^^t once establi^Jng his own 
^6wef, and crushing every hope of the vanquished 

itifons. $, 

f^rom Cuhll wfe directed our CGrutse towards 
the Bridge which crosses the Tamarj and connects 
th^ Counties of Pcvoii and CornwalL 

The sceYiery hoy e is picturesque ahd unusual. 
The River flows rapidly between two high banks, 
one of them rough with the scoriae of the Mines, 
atid vrith loose itones and tufts of heath-^che other 
f^athekd with a sloping wood down to the wiMr^a 
Hgc, 
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Ascending the opposite liill^ we tumecl to ihe 
right, and took a transient view of Mr. Heywood's 
Mansion at Maristow, on the eastern bank of the 
river Tavy^ which greatly contributes to the beauty 
of the grounds. 

From Mi^ristow we rode to Buckland-Mona-' 
chorum^ and visited the Church there, which is a 
small inelegant building. 

At the east eiid pf tb^tfouith aisle is the tno- 
nument of the late brave, amiable, and illustrious 
JLojrd ffcathficld. 

It is of white marble, beautifully polished, and 
executed by Jfohn BacoUy R. A. iJJ^S* 

At the top is ^ Medallion of the venerable . 
old wwior,— below Britannia holding the model 
of the gate of a fortrtoss, inscribed ^^plus ultr^^'' 
««*and a boy^ with a key and palm branchy holding 
» shield. 
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V 

Four bass reliefs (two on each side) represent—: 

1 St A piece of Qrdpance^ Vfith a piatcl^ lighted. 

2d. A Furnace for, heating red-hot shot— r 
Cannons — Culverins, &c. 

3^. Lord Heathfield directing military opera* 
tions, 

4th. Floating batteries on fire, and the drown- 
ing Sailors rescued froilhthe waves. 

The whole is completed in a most superb and 
masterly manner; and the inscription by whomso-v 
ever penned is answerable to the sculpture, 

* 

" SACRED T© THE MEMORY OF 
PEORGE AUGUSTUS ELLIOT, BARON HEAJH- 
FIELD OF GIBRALTAR, KNIGHT OF THE 
' BATH, GENERAL OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES 
AND GOVERNOR OF GIBRALTAR. 

" He was the seventh son of Sir Gilbert J^Uioty 
Bart, of Stobs in the County of Jioxburgh in Scotland. 
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The UNIVERSITY of LEYDEN enriched his mind 
wiUi science, and formed his taste for literature, and the 
polite arts. The bias of his Genius soon* inclined him to 
the profession of Arms, in which, he rose by regular gra- 
dations to the highest eminence, and at length, closed a 
brilliant career, WITH IMMORTAL GLORY. 

" GERMANY beheld him in the war of seven years 
discharging all the duties of a gallant Officer. 

«« The BRITISH CAVALRY owed to him a system 
of Discipline that made them THE PRIDE OF THEIR 
COUNTRY. 

« TI^E HAVANNAH, ^c Metropolis of the Island 
of CUBA, saw him ?imong the officers, who levdW her 
boasted fortifications, and conquered by thoir valour^ 

" GIBRALTAR was reserved, to crown him with 
unfading Laurels ; though closely pressed during a siege 
that lasted three years without intermission, he remained 
invincible. The spectacle which he thcrre exhibited to the 
eyes of FRANCE and SPAIN and to' an Amphitheatre 
of PRINCES who beheld the glorious scene, will be an 
eternal memorial of BRITISH COURAGE and BRI- 
TISH HUMANITY- 

<^ General Elliot derived no hereditary honours from 
his Ancestorsr-his Titles were earned by SERVICES 
TQ HI? COUNTRY. 
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" He married Ann Pdlexen Draki^ DauglHer «f 
Sir Francis Drake Baronet, who lies interred nrar diit 
spot, and by her left a Daughter married to /. Tray ten 
Fuller^, and an oniy Son now LORD HEATHFf ELD 
who has ereded this mon^m^t to die Virtue which he 
admired, 

♦* HISTORY WILL TELL THE %tST^ 

" He died July 6th. 1790 aged 72 years." 

^ Below are die ikf^ily Arms. 

Near the last is a small neat Moaumem, with, 
^ figure of Truth leaning over an urn and decQ- 
fating it with a chaplet of flowers. 

The Ii^scription is as follows : ^-^ 

, *^ In a vault beneath are interred the r^i^^^s of Sir 
FrancU Heivry Drake^ Bart, of BuckUvd Abbey in tba 
QooBty of Devon. He died on the 9di of Feb. 1794 

aged 70 year?. 

'^ His descent was illuftrious, being liiieally descend* 
^ froM th^ great Naval Warrior of the l€th century. 
His natural and acquired endowments w^re euch^ that^^ 
h^ the strength of his constitution been equal to the 



1 
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potroFS jc^ his mind, lie miglit jtiitly havie atplr^i to thp 
first offices of the state. He was Clerk Comptroller of tjam 
Board of Green Cloth in the reigns of their Majesties King 
George iht sefcond, and Kirig ijreorge thi third ; and for 
more than twenty years immediately preceding his .deal^iy 
was Master of the King's Household. — The duties of 
which stations he discharged with fidelity to thp King, and 
honour to himself. 

^* In testimony of the respect dqe to bis memory--* 
his Nephew, the right honourable Francis Augustus^ 
Lord Heathfieldj Baron of GUtraltar caus^ this monvt 
fyumc tip be erected. 



We find by this Inscription that the fiiognt* 
phical Dictionaries have propagated a mistake, bjr 
lisserting that Sir Francis Drake^ the Circuipnavif 
gator, bad no issut. 

There are several monumental stones in the 
pavenient, bearing the name of Crimes-r^onc of 
that family being . Patron' of the Church : and in 
some of the windows remain a few coats of arms, 
in stained glass, and small fragments of drapei^ 
find figures of the $ame^ 
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The Roof of the building is 'supported by 
Gothic pillars of granite. In the Belfrey there arc 
some quiiint verses ^l^put (iwciiring, ^nd wearing 
spurs. 

The remains of Buckland Abbey^ which have 
been converted into a Mansion-house are at no 
1^ great djstaqce from this Churchf 

In the Hall we were shewn some grotesque 
figures, carved and painted ^about the joists, that^ 
^ s\^ppqrt t)v« ceiling, upon which is the date 1^76. 

^a.origJMl portrait of Sir Francis, Drake^ 
Anno. Dom. 1594, aiatis sua ^3, and a framed 
oopy of his Patent of Arms from Queen Eliza^ 
hfhj dated 1581. 

f There are likewise portraits of Mr. and.Mrs^ 

PolUxcn' of Nutwell near Exeter : a good painting 
pf the Resurrection qf Lazarus^ arfd a whole; 
leflgth of Sir Francis Drake. 
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. The Sword of this:great man, togethcf with 
an old Drum, which circuited, the 'world with faim^i 
arc still preserved ih the. house.' - •: 

"i .■ '.-'.■.'•' . ' .' ' . j . ', . •. 

There are. no apat^tinents ivpith descHbjng^'> 

and the gi^ounds exhibfit a melancholy a^pi6arajtic6 ^ 

pf .'neglect and want of: managemidnu ^ • .^^ / 

: .■. J ./• ■'. i.-'i V-. - .; - : ■- • \ 

The Abbey was fbundqd in* th^ reign' 6£ Kiag . 
JEdward the first, for Monks of the 'Benedictine; 
prder. 

Proceeding over Rohorough Down, in Qur 
feturn to Plyrr^outh^ we passed several^Rcgiments, 
drawn up at a grand field-day, and had the pleax 
$ure of seeing some hundreds of Britannia* $ hardy 
aons, iq a high state of discipline as Soldiers. 

My mind dilated with infinite satisfaction a| 
^his noble scene— the spot we were upon com^ 
fnanded a view of the Sea, and a Fleet WV iq 
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HtiU happy land ! thy Navy flushed m\h 
e€M|4iest, unrivalled both in courage and in disci i- 
pline laughs at the menances of foreign foes ; while 
the bravery of thy domestic forces, the valour of 
thy Militia, the spirit of thy Yeoinamy, die loyalty 
of ikf Voismeers efiectuaity secure, withifi this 
insular domain, the common peace of all thy sub« 
jectSf-«- protect in safety that sacred Head, and 
tl^oae mild and ecfuitable Laws vrhich are the 
)M46, ^ €lory, and the Boast of Britons / 
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CHAP, xxxin. 

Road to SaUtam-^Htme -^Gardens '-^Rmarl^^ 
Dairy House — Ivy f Bridge ~ The Church -^ 
Evening Wall^ and Sun*setting» 
' i ' 

Taking the London Road from 
Plymouth Town, and passing several lanes thfg^d 
with copperas^ which abounds in the stones about 
this neighbourhood^ a ^ery dusty and uneven way 
condficted us to the entrance of Lord Boringd6fC$ 
noble Mansion at Saltram* 

The river Plym rushes under the Arches erf" a 
long narrow bridge, just at the entrance of the 
grounds, which it embraces on the north-^wesi side 
until is falls into the Sea. "^ ^ 

Not far from the western bank of this, riycr, 
at a turning of th^ raad, is a Cottage most pictu- 
resquely situated. It stands at the foot of 'a 



prodigious acclivity, on the verge of a large slat^ 
quarry, which has been formed iilto a plantatioii 
of fir trees. And on the brow of the Promontory 
behind it, is a well-adapted prospect-house of grey 

" stone, which commands a view of the river to it's 

* termination in the Occah^ 

At Saltram there is a very agreeable variety 
. of hill aild valley, every where adorned with noble 
plantations. . , < 

The House is a mo^rh edifice of consider* 
able size, built on an eminence which commands 
a view of several pleasing and picturesque objects 
towards the west, particularly - Mount Edgcumhc 
House, embosomed among the most, beautiful 
trees with which taste and time have enriched that 
charming spot. 

Saitram was fitted up by John Parker^ the 
first Lord BotingdQn^\s\i!ti infinite splentlour^' and at 
alh immense expence: — th^furniture is scarcely 
equalled in the most magnSTcent palaces* 



r 
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The principal suit of rooms cdnsi^t of ai 
draining room, dining room, and card room, open^ 
ing into one smother, and the greatest taste has 
been exerted to adorn them with the eosiliest pro^ 
ductions of art. 

• • 
The looking-glasses are the largest in Englaitd^ 
-—the lustres superb beyond comparison — the 
teilings are finished in the most beautiful manner, 
and the floors adorned with the richest carpets* 

Among a great variety of valuable paintings, 
too numerous to be described in detail,— one— of 
the meeting of Edgar and Mljrida (the subject of 
which has been already mentioned, In our account # 

of the neighbourhood of TavistocA) surpasses com- 
fnendation; and I aam tempted to think it one of ^ 

the fitst productions of the pencil* 

There is a magnificent Stair case, ornamented 
With several capital Pictures ; and ar very superb ^ 

^uitof rootas in- th^first story. 



^ 
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The Library contains an interesting collectiotl 
bf booka^ aad by favour of the present liobfe Pos- 
sessor I was indulged with the sight of art admira* 
Ue collection of Drawings and Sketches^ by some 
of the first masters^ which his Lordsfa}{> has coU 
lected ia his travels^ with equal industry and judg* 
Aienti 

The easy de{)ortmeiit of this youiig Noble- 
maii^ whose s«uvity of manners ahd unaffected 
generosity add lustre to his exalted station, cannot 
be forgotten by one who professes to include in 
this account of his tour^ not merely a dry cau* 
logue of names md places^ but a true and faithful 
btsu>ry of tkt ideAs presented to his mind du« 
ring ah excutsion which afforded him so many 
opportunities of observing the varieties of teteper^ 
conduct and disposition; *s well as the apjpear- 
ances of Nature and of Art« 

The gardena at SdltrAm present a variety of 
scenery which surprises ai die same time that it 
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'delights the eye. — The Trees covered with foliage, 
exuberant as thtit which feharaeterizes the primeval 
occupiers of the forest, here wave their luxuriant 
branches on the verge of the sek shore ; and form 
ia beautifiil contrast to the arid linproHfic soil of 
the Cornish coast, where nothing but, the diminutive 
iairiphirfe is louHd, to vary the surfaces dl crtfggy^ 
disinal colbUred tocks. 

** Hert cv'ry trisei^ith Namffc*s music rkigsi 
Here e?'ry breeze hcaxs hcakb. vifon it's wings.'^ 

The Kitchen-gardens are of very great extent^ 
kiid furnished with hot-hbust's^ remarkably well 
tiispcised and ri^gdkted; 

The Creephig Certiis (CaciusjlageUiforimi} 
grdws here to i gigantic size, ttailihg it's mon* 
strous branches ihany yard^; in length* This curi- 
bus arid beautiful plant, which is a native of the 
Western continent of America^ is said, first to have 
attained It's perfection in this Country, in the bo- 
tanical garden^ at Kcw. The plants, however^ 
* X 
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ai: Saltram may vie in elegancy and size with any 
which the £nglish climate has produced. 

Contiguous to the grounds is a neat Dairy"* 
bouse, and place of entertainment for those who 
are induced by business or curiosity to visit these 
parts. It is sheltered by luxuriant Elms, and pos- 
sesses such comfortable accommodations that it is 
become a place of great resort on holidays, for the 
inhabitants of Plymouth^ and the neighbouring 
To^ns, who frequently spend their evenings here^ 
in parties of pleasure* 

We pursued the road to Exctet^ ^lid pas^d 
two or three small Rivers, which run with consi- 
derable rapidity from ^mong the rocky eminences 
of Dart-moor and hasten to (he sea ; and enjoyed 
a most sensible pleasure by devoting a whole day 
to the beautiful scenery of Ivy-Bridge^ 

This little Village is fifteen miles from Ply^ 
mouth. There is a commodious Inn situated most' 
i^omantically upon the banks of the river Arm or 
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'Aune, ivhlch rushes with fbrioiis impetuosity ovfer 
\kst pebbles ahd fragments of rock^ that break iVd 
rapid course intb teti thousand eddies, and cover 
it with foariii 



The place derives it's namb from a Bridge of 
one arch, formed partly by the native rocks, a few 
yards distant from the Inn, This romantic struc- 
ture is covered with ivy iarid overshadowed with 
trees. 

The sides of the Valley, whose bottom 
is occupied by the stream, rises abruptly to a 
|)rodigious elevation. Pah of the eastern bank 
is formed into a kitchen garden, for the Inn, 
knd disposed in terraces which afford a pleasing 
vieW of several oHjects highly beautiful and strik-^ 
ing. The oppositie hill rises with more sullen 
grandeur— great part of it being covered with a 
venerable wood> through which the river takes it's 
desceiit« 

X a 
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* A little rttstiG Church, embosomed in a tbick- 
et, and rendered stili more aolemn by the distant 
mttTdnirings of tbi riyer, desenrcs the attention of 
those who have a taste for genuine sim^^ity. 

There they may tread the consecrated ground, 
where no vain pomp of funereal distinction records 
the arrogance of the proud, nor insults the veracity 
of recollection, by undeserved panegyric* No 
gorgeous sepulchre, in this sequestered spot, dis- 
plays the boast of ancestry, nor gilded trophies 
decorate the Warrior's Tomb:— here 

' *"» £ac1i jn his irtrrow cefl fbr ever laM, 
1 The Tttde fonsfkhfuis of the h^ipkt skep. 

Nor you, ye proud I impute to these the faulty 
If mcm'ry o'er thcrr tomb no trophies raise ;, 
Where, thro' <be long-drawn aisle and fretted* vaiib> 
The pealing anthem swells the note of praise." 

GRAY. 

The insidle of this edifice is equally simple as 
it's exterior. The votive incense of unaided £le- 
votion ascends pure and unmixed^ before HIM 
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who is " no respecter of persons^ and who dwtlhtk 
nU in temples n^ade with hands J"* 

*^ Let the proud fg»c, on lofty colunins rise, 
Spread wide it's base ; and pierce superior skies. 
Let Rome^ or Mecca, costly incense bring, 
Tis from the Heart, oblations grateful spring: 
Be oiinc the task, (nor fear I fiumtiag scorn ! ) 
To guide the rustic and the lowly^bprn : 
Then start not, Reader ! at my humble state, 
If at this altar zeal and truth await." 

We traversed the Wood by a wioduig path 
^hich brought us to a lofty eminence, from whence 
we looked down over an extent of varied scenery 
which made the head even giddy with the sight* 

The mountainous precipices towards the north 
soared with horrific majesty into the clouds; while, 
on Uie south and west, the view is only bounded 
by the expansive ocean. 

The Sun, burnishing the horizon with it'* 
declining rays, beautifully contrasted the blue hills 
with streaks of gold and purple;— the feathered 



songsters of the grove attuned their warbling lays, 
in choral sweetness, and sung a requieip to deparr 
ting day ; and gentle Zephyrs wafted to us, with 
their balmy wings, the cheering fragr^ce of Flora's 
favorite train. 

• 
C^n scenes, like these, fail to affect a mind not^ 
totally absorbed in the vortex of giddy pleasure ?, 



<* When Heav'n and Earth, as if contending, vie. 
To raise Lis ^elng, and serene tis soul. 
Can Man foiDear to join the gen'ral smile 
Of Nature ? Can fierce passions vex his heart. 
While ev'ry gale is peace, and evVy |;rovc 
Is melody ? " 



The lengthened shadows acquired a darker, 
hue, as the grey twilight approached ; and the pro- 
found silence of Evening, was only interrupted^ 
by the gentle rustling of the cooling breeze, -aad^ 
the hoarser murmurs of the stream, toward which 
we bent our course. 

The river Aune or Arm I^as it's origin ampn$ 
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the Rocks of the forest of Dartmoor^ from whence, 
in a direction rather inclining to the west, it rushes 
forwards with great impetuosity to the sea. 

Before it arrives at the Village of Ivy-BHdge^ 
the descent through the wood forms a variety of 
cataracts, among huge masses of rock, which inter- 
rupt the regular course of the stream. The deep 
fissures into which the water is precipitated, are 
fringed with moss and shrubs, whose colours arc 
^n many places reflected on the surface. 

This circumstance should have been earlier 
noticed, for it was the appearance which we obser- 
ved on ascending through the Wood: — af our 
return the night vas too fast approaching for it to 
be noticed. 

> • We had only to contemplate the sweet sere- 
liity of Evening, amidst the stillness of a gloomy 
thicket, and surrounded with rock scenery, thrown 
about in the wildest and most grotesque form$ 
imaginafeje, 
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** Now Silence holds Jicr splemn s^ay ; 

Mute is each bush, and ev'ry ^ray : 
Nought but the sound of* murm'ring rills is heard ; 
Or, from the raoujd'ring ^ow'r, Night's solitary bir4,'^ 

** Hail, sacred hour of peaceful rest ! "• 
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CHAP. XXXIV, 

Plymton — the Castle — Totnes — the Church — : 
View from the Inn. 

After passing the night at Ivy-Bridge^ 
we ^rose earl^ in the mprning and proceeded to 
Plymton ; which is ap indifiFcrent Town, of consi* 
derable ^tiquity, but not particularly dciserving of 
potice. 

The Castle has mouldered into ruins, whicl^ 
lie prostrate on the earthy in obedience to the irre^ 
sistible decree of Time, A small portion of the 
keep is, however, still standing, on an artificial 
eminence: and it appears to have been erected 
ahoi^t the same time as the present keep of Trema^^ 
ton^ Castle, hefore dc^ribed, 

We rod^ through the little village of Yealmton^ 
and pssii^d d l^rge white house called Fleets the 
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residence of Mr. Buntellj and Kitley, standing ii| 
an extensive park -t^ but not meeting with any 
thing in either of these places to admire or dis- 
praise^ we pursued our journey to' Totnts. 

Totnts is a Urge dull Town, on the side of a 
steep hill. It is neither enlivened by cpmpany, 
nor enriched by commerce. Moderately affluent, 
and not excessively encumbered with business, it}s 
inhabitants tread the same dull round in quietness 
fnd retirement : and, with very few e:^ceptions^ 

** Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife, 
Their sober wishes never learn to stray ; 
Along the cool sequester'd vale of life, 
^hcy keep the noisless tenor of their way." 

GRAY. 

The walls of the Town have been almost 
entirely demolished, — one only of the gates now 
remains, in the north-east part of the Town, not 
far from the Castle, which is situated on the sum- 
fpit of a hill. The forjn and size of this fDrtres^ 
fieftrly corresponds with the Castje of Plymton. 
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Tbq river Hart^ over which there is. a narro^ 
ftone bridge, is navigable from Totnes to Dari^ 
fionth ; and it is usual for the Country people to 
go tbithei: to the Markets, by water. 

The Church stands on the east side of thp 
principal street ; and you approach it through the 
Market-place, which has an Assembly-room over 
it. 

There is a great deal of carving, in wood, 
^bout the Chancel ; and four coats of Arms^ of as 
Knany Bishops of Exeter^ 

In the chancel, is a Monument of Mr. Blacks 
§}l^ who (as the inscription sets forth) had four 
.wives. The date is early in the last century ; but 
9II the figures are not distinctly legible. The 
Gentleman is represented by a figure, most pro* 
posterously disproportionate,, kneeling at an alta% 
7— on the opposite side of which are four mournftil^ 
V>pking females, clad in long black gowns, whose 
countenances are $0 dismal, that one should have 
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tather taken each of them for a widow^ who had 
lost Jour hu&bands. 

The Pillars of the Church are Gothic ; and 
the Tower, which is square, is ornamented with 
pinnacles. 

T(Ant% owes it's charter to K^ilg John. It 
was walled in, and the Castle erected in the time 
pf £dward the first 

From the windows of the Inn the prospect is 
delightful :— A gravel walk running round a bowl- 
ing green ; and a group of fine trees, at the foot of 
a* swelling hill, which rises boldly on the west side 
pf the town, and is covered with beautifully ver- 
dant enclosures. 

We saw this too, at a time when Nature had 
laken peculiar pains to decorate the scene — for it 
was on a fine morning in Autumn, just as the 
fising Sun, with all the soft mildness of that sea- 
son, had regilded the variegated leaves, and sparr 
l^led in myriads of impending dew drops. 



«. 
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*' Every landscape," says Mr. Gilpin^ " is In 
itself a scene of great variety; — there are. few 
landscapes wbich liave not at some time or other 
their happy moments,—- -and he who does not at< 
tend to the variations of the dtmo^phere, loses 
half the beauty of Kis views," 

I had scarcely taken a minute of the scene5 
juit described, to assist my recollection of it, 
when the Sun wa^ suddenly obscured by a. dis^^ 
xnaj cloud;. which presently decended upon ns, in 
all the violence of an equinoxial shower# 

How suddenly are our brightest prospects 
obscured !r-and when in the bloom of health, and 
glowing in the sunshine of prosperity, how unex* 
pectedly msty the irop hand of disease or misf(K« 
tune fall upon us^^— ^destroy oujr hopes^and bani^ 
•ur ha]>pine$$^ 



( 334 ) 

ciiAP. xx^v. 

Walk to Bury-Pomfroy^Description^Re/lectioni 
— ihe Church — Seymi>ur Famly^Newioh-BusHel 
Uall-Down-^-'Exttcr^AxminsUr. 

We made a j)eclestHari excursioti, to see 
thfe ruins of Bury-Pbmeroy or Pomereis^ the ancient 
uAt of a fariiiiy of thatt name, by Whom it was in- 
habited, from th^ time of it's efectiohi in the feign 
bf William the Conqueror, till the Seymours pur- 
chkstd itj about twd hundred and fifty yekrs igo. 

From thfe first hill which we asdehded, we 
were presented with a good view of Totnes (the 
liouses of v^hich are^ in general; white, and slated) 
interspersed with fine tall elms, and enfibrated^ by & 
bend in the course of the river Dari. 

Near two miles from Totnes we left the high 
road, in order to obtain a prospect ol* Tor bay "^ 
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the expanse of water is fincj but there were toniy H 
few fishing boats in ^ight, and the weather was ra«* 
ther tbo calm for aquatic scenery; 

The Fortifications at Berry^hcad sectn ttt 
crown the western Promontbry of the Bay. 

The Village of Toriay is r^tmarkable for tht 
landing of King William the thirds 

Approaching Bury-Pomeroy Castle, the descent 
lay through a beautiful dingle ; among whose leafy 
shades we wandered with great pleasure^ till a little 
, break in the wood introduced to us one of the 
most picturesque ruins, which a romantic imagina- 
tion can conceive. 

** Hail ! ye lonely mansions^j hail { ; 

Where nor guilt nor cares prevaiL 
A%your busy scenes are fled ; 
Mix'd your tyrants with the dead : 
Your walls with spreading green array M; 
Bending arches, solemn shade ; 
Parting tow'rs, and rampiafts vast, 
Dungcotas dark, and prospects waste t " ^ 
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The building seems rent in eVery dlrectibr^ 
t>y the deMlaiing hand of dme ; and it is In some 
placeii sixty feet higb^ hilt in others scartely idht 
stone is left upon another; 

The enthlnce is from the south, between tW€( 
hexagon Towers, covered with ivy, -^ and undei- 
It Gothic arch, in which the grboves fbr tte Port- 
cullis remain; z 

One little room iii the gateway is siill nearlf 
khtite,^— and the arches of the robf are formed 
with granite ; some of the pieces of which are se- 
ven fdet long. 

A difficult ascent of half-broketi i^teps^ed us 
to the top of the gateway, from whence is a bold i 
prospect of the Hills northward; and^ among themj 
of an abrupt precipice, rising above the^est, and 
distinguished by the appellation of Haytor Rock; 

We had likewise a view before usj of the 
Village of Hartingtofif a monastk butldtng, the seat 
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of the Champernownesj of which we heard so much, 
that it was with regret, I left this part of the coun^ 
iry without visitiiig it. 

A little brook runs at the foot of the ruin, 
Jilicl " babbles bye" ^ith garrulous harmony. 

We crossed the stream, in order to examine 
the dppeankfeice of the Castle, from the opposite 
hill ; knd walked under the sinking arches of seve- 
ral inost riob^ apartmenb, all crumbling into 
bbliviop. 

' ■ « . ■•■•'■ • . ■ , 

The surfaces of the stohes are, in marty pla- 
tes, overspread with a kiiid of glossy substance^ 
^hich sedms to have been produced by a detdm-^ 
^siti<)h of the cetfient used in the building. 

I sat^ddwn on the northern bank of the rivu- 
let, and enjoyed the scene, with rapturous admira- 
tion ;-^so beautiful is the ruin from thence. 
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The tottering fragments of it's mouldering' 
walls, around which, that constant lover of anti- 
quity, the Ivy^ every where entwines itself, crown 
an eminence^ enclosed on all sides by a gloomy 
wood.— Silent are now those festive sounds, which, 
in former ages, gladdened the hospitable mansfon. 
— The blazing hearth no longer cheers the long 
dark Winter's night; nor does the spark^jypg gob- 
blet diffuse it's influence in the circle pf assembled 
friends. Even Echo herself, tired witfc responding 
to the melsmcholy shrieks of the bird of Evening, 
has forsaken this desolated habitation. 

My imagination hastened back to the aera of 
feudal' splendor, and contemplated j in these ruins^ 
tha pomp gnd solemnity of ancient days. JSjit, the 
age of chjivalry is gone ! and while every patriot 
feeling beats at the remembrance of the " gei^rous 
virtues, nursed in the these schools of foJ:titude, 
honour and courtesy ,*V^we cannot forget that the 
magnificence of past ages, was founded on the, 
ruins of public freedom ; and the usurpation of 
private property : and may console ourselves for 
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\ht loss of this splendid pageantry, by the happy re- 
flection, that with that loss, we have also exchanged 
the savagb manners^ and ferocious customs of a 
gothic age, for the refined delights, and softer vir- 
tues of science ahd civilization^ 



# 



My Companions having left me in this reve- 
rie, in j^arch^^.for..|thein,J chanced to. straggle 
into the Church-yard — where, on one of the grave 
stones, I saw " the grateful mem'ry of the good'* 
recorded, in the name of — . . ' > Curff^^ who was 
Servant to Sir Edwc^rd Seymq^f and his Son, during 
a period of 56 years •.•^he,4i?d in 1692. 

The Church -porch has a very handsome 
Gothic arched ceiling-^— at the junction.of the ribs 
of the arch, is an escutcheon, with a Lion rampant^ 
•mithif^ an engrailed border. 

At the east end of the^orth aisle, is a formal 
painted monument of alabaster, with the following 
inscription : — 

Y2 
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^<* In memory of 
the Honourable Lord Edward Seymour^ KnigUt> Son 6i 
Right l{QTio\iT2XAd Edward Seymour^ Dulx.of Somerset^ 
who died Afaj/ 2<'- 1593. 

*^ Also Edward Seyrnour his Son^ JSdronelti who die^ 
April 10»*- 1613, and of Lady Elizahethi his Wife/ 
Daughter of Sir Arthur Champernowne.** 

It appears thkt th<^ last menticttied coinple bad 
deven Children. 



There ate three ftguffcs lying on their left side^ 
on three steps, in a position so constrained^ and 
awkward, <h^t it gives one pain to look at them. 
The men are iii armour, the woitian in a black 
dress< 

Recollecting the long lihe of aticestry ahd 
greatness from which this illustrious family delived' 
it's honors, the following couplet occurred to me, 
as ofFering a proper c^fcuse for the positioia in 
which the artist has placed the Statties : — 

" Pour miex representer leurs grandeuts abattucs, 
. L' artiste sur le marbre, a cowche leurs statues/* 
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The Knight's Helmet is placgi near his head, 
and he holds a Truncheon m his left hand ; b^t 
lies cros^legged, 4ike the Knights Templars. At 
the Lady's bead is a little figure of a child, in a 
cradle, and another, in ^ grotesque chair, at the 
feet, with a fine cap on;^below are nine figures, 
kneeling behind each other, five boys on one side, 
5ind four girls oi^ the other, with books open her. 
fore them. T\yo of the males are in armour, the 
other three, and all the girls in long black gowns, 
Wth ruffg abo^st their necks. 

This Mounment was cleaned an4 repaired 
(a^ the^nscription sets forth), in 177!, by order of 
Edward Duke of Somrsd^ the ciglith in lineal 
^decent from the Protector %mowr, by his first 
Wife, Ca/AenV, Daughter of Sir William Fylol. 

• 

The Qhwch and Chancel are separated by a, 
GotUc partiticw, ricWy cajved and gilt. 

On the north side of the altar is an old Tonxh. 
st%r\ding in the wall, b^t the bwses a regone. 
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On a plalc, in the floor of the middle aisle, 

is the date, 1 590. ^ 

* 4 

The Seymour Arms appear in the east wihdow, 

mih the ducal Coronet. 

•« 

Near the Church is an old Mansion^ouse, 
occasionally used by the Family of the Duke of 
Somerset, when in this part of the country. 

The house itself has been modernized ; but 

the building, used as offices, appears, of very grea^ 

antiquity. 

% 

King Henry the eighth married yane Seymoun 
from hence. 

We returned the same evening to TotneSy and 
the next day proceeded to Exeier^ passing through 
Newton 'Bushel^ a miserable dirty, close, inconve- 
nient town, which deserves no farther notice, thau 
that the streets are narrow, rough, and ill bdilt. 



(343 ) , 

The road passes near the seats of Lord Clif- 
ford^ and the Earl of Lisb'Mfine^ — and we crossed 
Hall-down^ fromi^hence there is a fine prospect of 
the .river Ex^ by Tofskam^ down to the seaj-^and 
arrived at Exeter without meeting with any occur- 
rence worth mentioning. 

^ We travelled over the same ground we had 
before passed, to Axmimier^ of which, from the 
unfavourableness of the weather, we did not at all 
increase our good opinion : although it certainly 
afforded us both reason and opportunity to strength- 
en what was before advanced in praise of the acco- 
modafions to be met with at the George Inn. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Charmouth — Curious Phenomenon — Pyrites — 
Bridport -*— Barrows — - Maiden-Castle 

Pomebury. 

* 

-1 HE Road from Axminster {o Bridport 
is very hilly, and presents, at different points, some 
agreeable openings to the sea. 

Wc breakfasted at Charmouth^ t3i beamif^l lit;- 
tie town, neatly built on tl\e ascent of a hill, iwr 
the sea side; ^nd (as it's name implies) at the place, 
where tfte river Char disembogues itself into the 
sea. The stream glides almost imperceptibly 
along, without a murmur: — l^jit the banks of it 
^re so prettily varied, as to make up for any defect 
pf scenery in that respect, » 

There is an air of neatness and comfort in the 
little Inns, and indeed in the very Cottages, which 
gives one pleasure even to look at. 
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It was near Charmovih that two ^ngage^ie^ 
Jook place^ early in the ninth century ; between^ 
the ancient Inhabitants of this islaiid, and their 
Vanish Invaders, yi both of which the latter were 
yictoriqus. 

A remarkable phenomenon is rdateid tp havq 
happened here, in J751. 

*^ After very hot v€;^er, followed by $uddei^ 
rain, the Cliffs near Chermouth beg«in to smoke;; 
and soon after to burn, with a visible but subtile 
flah^e ; which cof^tinued to be the case, at ^ntervaUi 
for some weeks, especially after rain.'^ 

The Cliffs, neaip this place, ^vere afterwards 
examined, and a great quantity of Pyrites was 
found interspersed in large masses, through 4 dark 
coloured loam, impregnated ' with JB«V»m/rn-^ and 
tere and there lumps of vitriolic stone. 

Por:tions of these Cliffs, containing the Pyrites^ 
were; collected by a neighbouring gentleman, who 
claused them to be wetted every day, for somci 
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time ; and then ignition took place in the manner 
before mentioned. 

Ihe Colour of the Pyrites^ depends upon the 
predominant quantity of one of the four ingredi* 
ents, vhich enter into it's comjposition ; — namely. 
Sulphur, Vitriol, Arsenic, and Ifon^ 

The surface of barren land, in various parts 
of Devonshire^ particularly near Plymouth^ abounds 
with this compound. It is generally of a greenish 
' hue; but I do not find that any attempts are made 
to extraa from it those us^fuLsubstance^Coppe* 
ras and Sulphur, which it contains in ^o large 
quantities. 

In Derby shirt J Copperas is obtained from 
some ; but even there, where mineral concerns arc 
much attended to, I believe they do not extract 
the Sulphur. 

Bridj^rt had lately suffered considerably by 

a fire, which consumed several houses on the west 

f 
«ide of the Town. 
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It appears to be an industrious thriving place, 
well built, and respectable : seeming to have de- 
^ed great advantages from the annual visit of the 
Royal Family to Weymouth^ and the consequent 
increase of travelling and trafic, in these parts* 

A few miles from Bridfort^ the Downs are 
very interesting; not only on account of the pros^ 
|>ects which they afford, but also from the nume^ 
rous Barrows with wHich they ar? covered, 

I observed several, not far from the Road, 
very #curately foriped ; and, apparently, hitherto 
undisturbedf 

Farther on, another vestige of remote antiquity 
offered itself to our notice;— an exact circle of 
nine or ten large unhewn stones of irregular height: 
r— they sund in a littl|j^ green field, by the side of 
the road; and avarice has^ot yet tempted the 
proprietor of the land to disturb them. The dia^i 
meter of the circle is not more than about tciv 
f?et, , 
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These Circles are very commonly met with^ 
in various parts of Great Britain^ particularly in 
Wales; and they have been usually attributed ^o. 
the Druids. 

That they were intended for religious pur- 
poses, 'by the aboriginal inhabitants of this isle^ 
there can be no doubt; but whether designed for 
frequent use, or only consecrated upon some great 
solemnities^ or particular o,ccs^onS| Sfeem^^ rather 
\incertain. 

Ashes have been dug up, within the Areas of* 
thes^ circles ; and there are almost always found not 



far from them, clusters of sepulchral barrows. Might 
they not be. used in those barbarous ages, whea 
hufl^an sacrifices, and ob^tions of bloody terror 
were thought acceptable to the merciful and com- 
passionate Father of the Universe ? 

Soon after having passed this remarkable, 
spot J the hills to the southward are covered with, 
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iritiumdrabie Tumuli, of \ebich we have aD^ histd^ 
rical account; but where 






Fancyj glancing o*er the hostile plain. 
Plants a fond trophy o'er the mighty slain.*' 

^hf^t mrWs sodth west of Ddrc^esml is thiS^' 
great Romail encami^tnent of Mdiien^Ca$tle^ saidr* 
to octupy ten acres bf ground. It seems to have 
tMidergone several alterations^ and to have had Qui 
works added to the original entreiK:hmen«»i 

It is enclosed with three very deep ditches ; 
i^idthe -fcrm appeared to me^ rather more like a 
Rorrianf D than a Circle. Perhaps ii may have* 
been square, with two of the angles^ ix3uhded otL 
It occupies a noble eminence, and towers oiVer the> 
neighbouring country wjth formidable grandeUn ' 

The wind was so very tempestuous, that we 
did hot ride roufid the station; and the almost 
brutal ignorance of the people whom we happened 
to meet with, near the spot, only served to perplexjr 
rather than inform* 



( 350) 

It is said to resemble two camps, situated clos^ 
together, and only separated by a deep ravine. 

On the opposite side of the turnpike road^ 
and nearer Dorchester^ not far from the site of the 
new Barrack j, is andther Camp, tviitmly liomany 
Mnd which is called Pomebury or Poundbury. 

This is enclosed by a single rampart of earthy 
approaching to the square form ; and covers but a 
small quantity of ground* 

A third Encampment, which is the^mallest 
of all, lies neat the road leading to Weymoitiji. It 
appeared to.me of a circular form (but as I only 
observed it en passant^ I do not pretend to speak 
of it with accuracy), and has been attrib^ited to the 
Danes^ 



(351) 



CttAP. xxxvii. 



Dorchester^^Bland/prd — Road, to Sarum — Woden's 
Dyke '^^Tumuli'-^ Pass through Salishury -^ 
,Andover — Basingstoke^ Road to London — > 
Summer Retreats. of the Citiztns. 

Dorchester, aitciently Dumovaria^ 
is a large and popujous Town; but.presents nothing 
to a cas\j|il Traveller, either particularly interest* 
ing or remarkable, unless we should mention the 
uncommon excellence of the Roads^ near and 
through it. 

The Cavalry, encamped near Weymouth, in 
1795, opened one of the Barrows, between that 
place and Dorchester, and dug up a Skeleton ; but 
I could not ascertain \sfhethcr any weapod!^ or or- 
naments were discovered* . 
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Half a mile from Dorchester is the seat Mr^ 
d'Brian^ surrounded by large plahtatibns. 

Nfeisir the Road^ we saw five Tiiifnuli closcl 
together; and hot far from thbin had a retrospec- 
tive view of the Fortifitatioh of Bddbury neat 
JBland/ord: 

We arrived very late at night at the last men- 
tioned Town;. and i^ere detained there for two 
days, hf particular business, which corffihed us so 
Constantly that we had no op|>ortunity of enttrgihg 
bur remarks bn the neighbourhood: 

In journeying toward Salisbury, we observed 
Upon the Downs, on the right^ several barrows of 
different sizes, chiefly circular: — one, very large 
Tumulus, on the left, oval or navicularly shapedj 
toch as- Doctor Stukeley speaks of. 

in anoAer part of the Road, we saw maiiy 
small and low barrow^j enclosed by a circuto 
mound of earth. 
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The Counties of Dorsal and Wilt^ are divided 
by a greatt Vallum or Ravine^ called Woden's Dyke^ 
and now, by corruption, Bogleigh or Bogley Ditch 
•—the course of which crossing oiirroadj wecQuW 
trace it for, at leasts two miles. ^ 

• i enquired bf s6me Shepherds, who werfe 
iendirig their flocks on th|& Dowris, where this 
Bank terminated — one of therii said, " a ierrihk 
ways of.'' Upon asking how for that might be, we 
Were answered, " they zays it goes iato Vrance^ 
but 1 never zeed k myself." 

■> < . . . . • 

The largest Tumulus is about ten miles froni 

Salisbury : there is a kind of circle described by 

hirie oV ten barrows (some of them large, others 

^ery small), and m tjie centre is a ring, and a $>ina;U 

Tumulus or rising within it. Whether this was 

the burial place of soipe Chieftain or Person of 

Note, or vs^bether the rank of the deceased was 

distinguished by the size of the Tumulus I do not 

kflldw; 
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It has been supposed, that the bones of the 
vulgar dead were deposited in a circle, afterwards 
covered over with turf, near the place where their 
leaders were buried ; but I am rather inclined to 
favoar the opinion, that the Chief was inhumated 
in the centre, and those who had fallen under his 
(tommand, placed under barrows around him -^ 
but out of the circle, which enclosed his own • 
Tumulus. 

And it has likewise been said, that the Danes 
only enclosed the barrows of their Chiefs with a 
raised circle of earth; but this opinion is not 
generally assented to, 

At Salisbury we attended divine serVice in 
the Cathedral, and heard an eaccdlent isermon from 
'the Bishop, 

Continuing our route the next morning to- 
wards AndoveTj we passed a few Barrows; which, 
^vith the general nakedness of the downs, afforded 
but a desolate and melancholy prospect. 
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Andomr is a large cheerful town ; with some, 
good Inns, excellent Shops, ^ neat Market-house, v 
and two Bridges* 

The.Church is ancient and venerable ; having, 
a fine Saxon arch, at the west end, in high pre- 
servation. . < / 

We re-entered Hampshire ; and, at Freefolk^ 
passed Mr. .Portal' Sy a large. new House: and on 
the right, a little beyond it^.is Ala^ydowjij the seat 
of Mr. Bramstme. , 

Rode thrqugh ^t village of Overton^ to 
Whitchurch^ and passed Hurstborn^, Park, a mag- 
nificent Seat of the Earl of Portsmouthn 

At BasingstoXe is a smal| ruinous Chapel,, 
(dedicated to the Holy Gho^t, standing upon a lofty 
eminence J aboye the Town; and i^ow used as a 
$choQL 

r 

The Church is large> but devoid of elegance \ 
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and the Streets arc neither handsome^ nor well 
paved. 

At Bagshot Heath we crossed a navigable 
Canal) which intercepts that dreary waste, and leav- 
ing Lord Bolton's S^at, at Hackwocd^ on the right^ 
hastened, with the utmost expedition, to the Me- 
tropolis. 

After having b^en in search of the finest 
works of Art, and observing Nature in her loveliest 
dress, one can have little relish for ^e dusty neigh- 
bourhood of London ; and it would be in vain for 
ftie to attempt to ainuie * entertain, by particu- 
Jarizrng thdse whimsical' productions of sickening 
taste, which are falsely denominated H<>uses ; and 
which were now become the only objects within 
cur view. Those ill constructed ridiculous habi- 
tationsi which have been miserably stuck together, 
by the directions of nai^rdw minded citizensj whose 
ideas scarcely ever before wandered from the 
smoke of Chcaj^nde and Thames-street. 



( S57 ) 
Among thenii we tacct ^^hh all the nonseme 
and absttrdity, which unbotindcd folly, aided by 
die bmnt{)Otent asisistanpe of immeme wealth, can 
pos$ibly hive contrived :«i-effoits;,evciiiiisgraceful 
to- the vulgar heads^in^hich gave thefai IfjtikL 

On this road you may see — a little, Parkland 
a Paddock, a Kitchen-garden, and a Shrubbery, 
cranmred^ higgfedy piggledy, hrto a piece of 
ground) thfe* ^iza of a table clotk . G<6tfaac Seat* 
and Ghirteise Temples, iAviting you to a general 
banquet of all the sence», by the side of a stagnant 
duck-!|»&olv Ha-has,^ and chevoix-du-frizesv endan<» 
gering yc^t limbs, evfey step you take:— -mon^ 
, slrous images and uncouth s^tues grimiing in your 
face,-r-}ame Cupids and fat Venuses, with counte- 
nances stu?pid as the blocks from whence they were 
hewn; — in short, every contrariety, which can 
provoke ridicule or excite contempt, is here t« be 
<net with. 

*^ We cannot he)p remarking," says an ingb- 
itious author, *^ the comparative, virtue of ustc 
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and cxpcnce. . The former, with very little of the 
latter, will always produce something pleasing : 
while the utmost efforts of the latter, unaided by 
the former, are ineffectual. The larger the propor- 
tion of misguided expence, the wider will the de^ 
vformity spread : whereas, every touch in the hand 
of taste, has so far it*s effect.*' 

Let the honest Citizen enjoy all the comforts 
of his industry, and all the ease and happiness 
which wealth and credit can procure him ; — ^far be 
it from me^ to attempt to put him out of humour 
with the works of his own creation : but no cotit 
sideration whatever shall tAnpt.me to admire or to 
approve that abominable species . of false taste, 
which has bade defiance to every rule of Architec- 
ture and Gardening, and brought more disgrace 
on the neighbourhood of the Metropolis of late 
years, than it ever suffered in the days of DutcH 
formality, when nothing could be done without th^ 
line and the sheers ; and scarcely a sun-dial dared 
shew it's face on one side of the ggirden^ without; 
another to matoh it pn the oppQsite^. 
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A Tree, \vhich grew in all the luxuriancy of 
Nature^ was clipped unmercifully, ipto the most 
hideous form, — and, afterwards, it was necessary 
to procure another to matcltit. 

Instead of the native wildness of unrestrained 
vegetation, which imparts the softest^ tenderest, 
most agreeable sensations to the observer:-—* 
nothing but horror and disgust accompanied a 
garden — and a person of delicacy might full as 
well have walked into a menagerie* 

The funeral Yew, and the fustic Box were 
not the only victims to these cruel clippings ; but 
line Juror transmutandi advanced still farther: — • 

" Monsters andrHydras, and Chimeras dire" 

Were engrafted upon every green tree ; ,:and 0]xi 
English Gardens might.be supposed to have been 
bounded by the reptile-teeming Banks of the Nile 
and the Euphrates^ instQad of the delightful streams 
©f Thamis and Sabrina / . • 
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A story is told of an old Nobleman ot dis-^ 
kinguished taste, who was determined to out-do his 
cx>memporaries, and is said to have spent man]r 
years, ifa perfecting one of these pieces of vegeta- 
ble statuary,— to represent Adam, arid Eve, and 
the Serpent, as large ad life : but he tried in vaiitf 
to fix an apple in the serpent's mouth ; and was so 
much chagrined at his disappointment, that he re- 
moved from his paternal estate for mere Vexation^ 
and never returned to it afterwards; 

At present the absurdity continues, though 
the tane is difierent. Every Ditch, a yatd wide, 
inust be . a Canal, and every Brook a serpentine: 
River. A Field must be a Park, and an Otch^td 
a Shrubbery; 

It Would be easy to point out the spot, where 
all the^e "different absurdities make thek Appear- 
ance together, in about an acre of ground; and to 
improve 'so milch elegance ^nd Tefinemeiit, there 
is superadded a Chinese Pagoda, and an East In- 
dian Entrance^ under an Umbrella Door: 
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But, enough of this fanustic scenery; it is 
time for me to put a period to my Tour, by obser- 
ving, that whin we reached Xoniow, we had the 
happiness of meeting our Friends, after an inter- 
ruption which heighteued the enjoyment of their 
society. 
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CONCLUSION. 



I have now brought this little y^rk to, 
a conclusion ; and I send it into the World, ^ith 
much more diffidence than boldness. I shall not, 
however, deprecate the severity of critical animad-: 
version, because I know not that I have said any- 
thing to provoke it — -neither shall I solicit the 
approbation of my literary Judges, — ^^ because, to 
ask it, would imply a degree of confidence, which 
I do not feel; or a ^emwt of the liberality of 
ingenuous minds, i^ch would be highly unbe- 
coming. 

I shall neither be surprised nor affronted at the. 
satirical effusions of ill-nature ; nor would the glit- 
tering bubble of public praise at all deprive me of 
the reflection, that popular applause is lighter than 
a feather or a bubble^ and less substantial than a 
dream. 
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With regard to the execution of the wotk jj 
I hope that the historical part of k, hias ukeitber 
been tedious nor unioterestiftg. My observatioM 
have been chiefly the effisct of a inemory habitu-t 
ated to localize the inckfe»ts v^itfar which Hi^topy 
has fusniished us. 

The Descriptions are a fa«dijbl delia^ation-^ 
tht impressiioas made upon my mind, at die time ; 
and if^ in a fewinstanaes, i ha^r been fismpacd so 
digress firom the hmmediMe subjseet <9f n Tocvmst) 
by thd uncommon beauty m subtifuatiy of the 
scene«^ which presented thewfielres, I tssot only 
regret, that my pen is so inadequate to do justice 
to these pleasing varieties of Nature and of Art. 

I have endeavoured, as much as possible, to 
avoid quotations, unless when the polished senti- 
ments of a favorite Poet irresistibly intruded them- 
selyes. 

I resign my pen, — with a consciousness, that 
not a line which I have written can wound the 
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feelings of the ihost delicately sensible ; not raise 
a blush on the cheek of modesty, and virtue : I 
have neither satirized the great^ nor insulted the 
cottager : I have not courted the smile of the pow- 
erful, nor libelled the laws, or the ministry. Shel- 
tered in the obscurity of retirement, I disclaini 
every ambitious and every interested expectation : 
^•^if I have furnished entertainment for the inter- 
vals of relaxation from more serious studies, or a 
rational amusement for a leisure hour, which might 
have been worse applied— the design of die pub- 
lication is completely answered; and I shall feel a[ 
gratification that will amply reward the pains I 
have taken*. 
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